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VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT PENCE AND PRESIDENT SIRISENA DISCUSS
STRENGTHENING U.S. – SRI LANKA TIES
Vice President-elect of the
USA, Mr. Mike Pence, called
President Maithripala Sirisena
on December 1, 2016, on behalf
of President-elect Mr. Donald
Trump.
During
the
conversation,
President Sirisena conveyed
his best wishes to the new
Administration
under
the
leadership of President-elect Mr. Donald Trump.

States in the future.
Vice President-elect Mr. Mike
Pence informed President Sirisena
that they will work towards
arranging a visit by President
Sirisena to Washington DC for a
meeting with President-elect Mr.
Donald Trump.

The conversation focused on measures for strengthening
bilateral relations between Sri Lanka and the United

The objective of both countries is
to ensure the progress of relations
between the two countries based on common values
of democratic governance and Sri Lanka’s strategic
location in the middle of Asia.More

Remarks by Foreign Minister
Mangala Samaraweera at
Galle Dialogue 2016

U.S. Welcomes Sri Lanka’s
Contribution to Security in the
Indo-Asia-Pacific Region

Commander of the Navy,
Vice
Admiral
Ravindra
Wijegunaratne, Secretary of
Defence, Mr. Karunasena
Hettiarachchi, Commanders
of the Army, Air Force and
the Chief of Defence Staff,
Distinguished delegates from
abroad and Sri Lanka, Your Excellencies, Ladies and
Gentlemen,
First of all, let me thank and congratulate Vice
Admiral Wijegunaratne and his extraordinary team
in the Sri Lanka Navy for organizing the International
Maritime Conference: 'Galle Dialogue’, for the 7th
successive year.
What started in 2010 in the historic port city of
Galle which I believe many of you visited yesterday, lent
its name to this Dialogue. It has since expanded over the
years, and has today managed to gain the attention and
recognition of all the key maritime players in the AsiaPacific region and beyond. More

Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., Commander of
U.S. Pacific Command, visited Sri Lanka November
27-29 to attend the Galle Dialogue 2016 maritime
security conference and meet with senior government
and military leaders, including President Maithripala
Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe.
“Oceans that once were physical and
psychological barriers that kept us apart are now
maritime superhighways that bring us together,”
remarked Admiral Harris during his keynote address
at the Galle Dialogue. More
Read the Admiral’s remarks
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Statement by Foreign Minister
Mangala Samaraweera at the
UN Climate Change Conference
(COP22) in Marrakesh
H.E. Salaheddine Mezouar, President of COP22
and CMP12, Executive Secretary of UNFCCC , Excellencies , distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.
At the outset, let me convey my delegation’s appreciation to the Government and the people of the Kingdom of Morocco for hosting this important Conference
and for the warm hospitality extended to us. Let me also
convey the best wishes of my President H.E. Maithripala
Sirisena.
This Conference is significant as it takes place just
days after the entry into force of the Paris Agreement on
Climate Change on the 4th of November.
As an island nation, Sri Lanka is deeply conscious
of the impacts of climate change. In fact, we are facing
its adverse impacts already in the form of droughts, unprecedented and rising temperatures, floods, unseasonal
rain, and coastal erosion.
Mr. President, Sri Lanka became party to the Paris
Climate Agreement in September this year, and we are
pleased that the world’s largest economies have become
party to this historic agreement. Their support is needed
more than ever for countries around the world to be able
to address the threat of climate change which threatens
life on this ONE Planet that all of us, rich, poor, small or
large, have, to share, and call home.More

US Naval Ship “USS Somerset”
arrives at the Port of
Trincomalee

The US Naval Ship USS Somerset arrived at the
Port of Trincomalee on November 22nd on a training
visit. The ship was ceremonially welcomed by the Sri
Lanka Navy.
During the four-day visit, the Marines and Sailors of the 11th Expeditionary Unit and the Makin Island Amphibious Ready Group, embarked aboard the
USS Somerset(LPD 25) participated in a Theater Security Cooperation exchange, training side-by-side with the
recently inaugurated Sri Lanka Marine Corps in Trincomalee. More

SL’S RELATIONS WITH NEW US GOVT. WILL BE BASED ON
CURRENT ‘HISTORIC HIGH’ PLATFORM:
AMBASSADOR KARIYAWASAM
The surprising result of Sri Lanka’s
presidential election almost two years ago
yielded an unexpected changing of the guard
and a sense of shock which lasted for a number of weeks. Two weeks ago, the US marked a
similar watershed moment in its political history and it is still reeling from the reality bred
by its presidential election.
On the night of the US elections, East
West Centre flew the group of international
journalists I was a part of from Cleveland, transiting
through New York, to Washington DC, in a professional
manner which demonstrated why the organisation has
earned its reputation for being on target with its prearranged schedule. No one anticipated beforehand the
political turbulence which would grip everyone on the
ground that night. Later I felt it necessary to speak with
Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to the United States, Prasad
Kariyawasam, in order to find out the current status of
US-Sri Lanka relations. The following is an excerpt of
the interview.
Charnika Imbulana,Daily FT

Q: You are a career diplomat with extensive
experience of almost three decades. You
have been at the helm of diplomatic operations and cooperation between the Governments of Sri Lanka and the US during both
our own Government’s political transition
two years ago and now at one of America’s
crucial moments. How do you see this challenge?
A. I arrived in Washington DC in June 2014
and until the end of that year it was an uphill task to
promote better relations between Sri Lanka and the US,
primarily due to the trust deficit that had accumulated
over several years by then between the two countries.
The change of Government in 2015 gave an
opportunity to create a paradigm positive shift in bilateral relations due to the policies and foreign affairs
approach adopted by the new Unity Government in Sri
Lanka. And it was possible to take relations to an unprecedented high which we enjoy today. More
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Sri Lanka at the Annual
Winternational Embassy
Showcase

The Sri Lanka Embassy in Washington D.C. took
part in the 5th Annual Winternational Embassy Showcase held at the International Trade Center in Washington DC on 7th December 2016.
The Annual Winternational Embassy Showcase
is a platform to project cultural and culinary traditions,
visual art, handcrafts as well as travel and tourism exhibits from different countries, for the public in Washington D.C.
The participating embassies in this year’s event
included the African Union (representing 54 countries),
Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Botswana,
Costa Rica, Egypt, El Salvador, European Union Delegation (representing 28 countries), Fiji, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Indonesia, Kenya, Latvia, League of Arab States
(representing 22 countries), Macedonia, Mauritius,
Montenegro, Nepal, Oman, Sri Lanka and South Africa.
The focus of the Sri Lanka stall was Ceylon Tea
and Sri Lanka as a Holiday Destination. The display of
specialty teas and eye-catching traditional artifacts and
handicraft items from Sri Lanka attracted visitors to
the Sri Lanka stall. The Ceylon tea service was much
sought after by over 10,000 visitors attending the event.

Why Sri Lanka Is a Three-in-One
Destination
- Condé Nast Traveler

In 18 days in Sri Lanka, we experienced historic and
cultural sites worthy of Kyoto, a Serengeti-level safari,
and an Amalfi-caliber beach vacation. Here, photographer Felix Odell takes us across the island, from the sea
to tea country, armed with an iPhone 7 for a new take
on an island reborn. See more photos

Sri Lanka is ready for its
close-up
- Condé Nast Traveler

Just a few short years after the end of its brutal civil
war, Sri Lanka—with its rambling temple ruins, leafy
tea plantations, and wide golden beaches—is bursting
with optimism (but not the crowds).
The shift from peace to war can be famously
abrupt, with neighbors turning on one another with
little apparent provocation. Placid communities can
become bloodbaths in the blink of an eye (Kosovo,
Syria). Rebuilding in the wake of a terrible war, by
contrast, usually takes decades. But Sri Lanka has
managed a rapid shift from some of the most horrific
carnage in recent history—a civil war that raged for
more than 25 years and produced 100,000 casualties—
to a peace that not only unites the country’s previously
divided ethnicities but inflects the experience of any
visitor to the island.
Gone are the roadblocks that were scattered across
the landscape; gone are the once-ubiquitous photos
of Sinhalese Buddhist President Mahinda Rajapaksa,
who in 2009 brutally trounced the equally vicious
Tamil Hindu LTTE, or Tamil Tigers, who had waged
a ruthless guerrilla war aimed at building a separate
Tamil state. Gone, too, are the white vans into
which Rajapaksa’s victorious government, basically
a nepotistic dictatorship, allegedly whisked people
who said the wrong things. In their place is a new
unity and openness evident in everything from the “1
Team, 1 Nation” cricket banners lining the roadsides
in the capital city of Colombo to the dinner plates at
one hotel that were ornamented with both Sinhalese
and Tamil alphabets—two populations’ differences
now recorded on decorative crockery rather than in
violent bloodshed.
This historic change resulted from the 2015
open election of the soft-spoken, liberal President
Maithripala Sirisena, who enacted reforms aimed at
curbing corruption and healing ethnic rifts. In just
two years, he has restored democracy and confidence
to his country. “This is one of the few places on earth
where freedom of every kind, including freedom
of speech, is on the rise,” the U.S. ambassador, Atul
Keshap, told me when we met in his Colombo office.
“People were afraid in the war and afraid under the
government that followed, and now, at last, they are
free of fear.”More
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