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Good Evening, Blessings of the Triple Gem to all of 
you, Ayubovan, Vanakkam, As-salamu alaykum.
I am extremley happy to participate in the 71st Session of 
the United Nations General Assembly, as the President 
of Sri Lanka.

During the past twenty months or so, we have 
ushered in a new era of transformation in Sri Lanka, and 
given priority to laying the foundation for the necessary 
political and economic reforms.

In particular, we have managed to end the state of 
fear and doubt that prevailed in Sri Lankan society 
before my government came into office, and we have 
laid the foundation and strengthened the requirements 
necessary for people living in a democratic society to 
live in happiness and in freedom, without fear.

The objective of my government is to make Sri Lanka 
one of the happiest nations in the world for all the people 
in my country. Therefore, in consolidating freedom and 
democracy and achieving economic prosperity, our 
objective and aspiration is to make the people of Sri 
Lanka rank among the strongest and most erudite and 
enlightened in the world.
More

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry met with 
President Maithripala Sirisena on the sidelines of the 
UN General Assembly on September 21.

 The discussion focused on the strong, bilateral 
partnership between the two countries and building 
upon the first U.S.-Sri Lanka Partnership Dialogue  
launched in February in Washington D.C.

 Secretary Kerry commended President Sirisena’s 
leadership in guiding the government in pursuing 
meaningful reconciliation and justice in Sri Lanka 
and expressed confidence that the government of 
Sri Lanka will fulfill its international commitments. 
He said that the United States stands with Sri 
Lanka on strengthening its economy, advancing 
good governance, and ensuring human rights and 
democratic participation for all of its citizens.

President Sirisena said that the current national 
unity government of Sri Lanka will continue on the 
path towards economic progress and reconciliation, 
despite challenges from extremist elements that seek 
to derail the reconciliation process.

 Both the President and the Secretary of State 
welcomed the opportunity for candid and constructive 
discussion to advance the common agenda and 
opportunities for cooperation across the full range of 
bilateral and regional issues.

1

http://slembassyusa.org/non_embassy_press_releases/address-impromptu-by-president-maithripala-sirisena-at-the-general-debate-of-the-71st-session-of-the-united-nations-general-assembly/


NEWS - SRI LANKA: The Embassy of Sri Lanka

Demonstrating the Embassy’s support for the 
District of Columbia’s environmental and 
sustainability goals, Ambassador Prasad 

Kariyawasam joined over 62 Ambassadors and Embassy 
representatives on October 5 at the Embassy of Italy to 
sign the DC Sustainability Pledge.

The signing ceremony was organized by the DC 
Greening Embassies Forum in collaboration with the 
District of Columbia and the Embassy of Italy. The 
event was also attended by senior officials representing 
the White House, the U.S. State Department and the 
District of Columbia.

The DC Sustainability Pledge recognizes the 
collective commitment of Embassies and international 
institutions in the District of Columbia to support the 
District’s “Sustainable DC” plan and its goal to make the 
District the greenest city in the United States.

 The original pledge was signed in 2012 by almost 
80 Embassies and other international institutions. The 
revised pledge, almost five years later, highlights the 
goals of the Paris Climate Change Agreement and renews 
the DC’s international community’s commitment to 
support the host city’s green goals.

 The D.C. Greening Embassies Forum affords 
the diplomatic corps a platform to contribute to the 
District’s environmental efforts through, among other 
measures, sharing best practices, conducting training 
for embassy staff and supporting local sustainability 
events. The success of the diplomatic community 
in Washington DC through the DC Greening 
Embassies Forum has generated similar efforts by 
the diplomatic corps in Rome and Bangkok, which 
have launched matching forum chapters and pledges. 
Read the DC Sustainability Pledge
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President hands over 
instrument of ratification 

of Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change

World Export Development 
Forum in Sri Lanka

The inauguration ceremony of the 16th edition 
of the World Export Development Forum, jointly 
organized by the International Trade Centre (ITC) 
and the Sri Lanka Export Development Board (EDB)
was held under the patronage of President Maithripala 
Sirisena at the BMICH on 12 October. It was the first 
time that the World Export Development Forum was 
held in Sri Lanka. 

The theme for this year’s Forum was "Trade for 
success: Connect, Compete, Change”.
More

SRI LANKA SIGNS
THE D.C. SUSTAINABILITY 

PLEDGE

Presidential Secretariat : www.presidentsoffice.gov.lk
Prime Minister’s Office : www.pmoffice.gov.lk
Ministry of Foreign Affairs : www.mfa.gov.lk
Secretariat for Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanisms  : www.scrm.gov.lk
Office for National Unity & Reconciliation : www.onur.gov.lk
Board of Investment  : www.investsrilanka.com
Sri Lanka Export Development Board : www.srilankabusiness.com
Sri Lanka Tourism : www.srilanka.travel
Sri Lanka Tea Board : www.pureceylontea.com

President Maithripala Sirisena handed over the 
instrument of the Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on 
September 21 at the United Nations in New York.

http://slembassyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/DC-Sustainability-Pledge_2016.pdf
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Experts from the 
US Pacific Command 
provided training 
for disaster response 
counterparts from Sri 
Lanka and Maldives 
on preparation and 

response to potential oil spill scenarios that could se-
verely impact the local environment and tourism. Both 
civilian and military participants shared experiences 
from recent oil spill response efforts, with hands-on 
field exercises that included a live demonstration at sea.

“Protecting the well-being of the Indian Ocean 
region is one of the reasons why it’s so important to 
develop regional cooperation,” said U.S. Ambassador 
to Sri Lanka and Maldives Atul Keshap. “The United 
States will stand together with Sri Lanka and Maldives 
to ensure our seas can continue to provide food and 
employment.”

The U.S. Pacific Command, Sri Lankan Navy, Sri 
Lankan Coast Guard, Sri Lanka Disaster Management 
Center, Marine Environmental Protection Author-
ity, and Maldives National Defense Force partnered 
together for the week-long workshop. The event co-
incided with the U.S. Department of State Our Ocean 
conference in Washington D.C., where environmental 
activists, scientists, business and world leaders gath-
ered to find solutions and commit to actions to protect 
and conserve our ocean and its resources.
More

  US partners with Sri Lanka on 
oil spill management

Sri Lanka Navy Assists USS 
Hopper with Medevac

The guided-
missile destroy-
er USS Hopper 
(DDG 70) was 
assisted by Sri 
Lanka Navy in 
an emergency 
medical evac-

uation (MEDEVAC) on Sept. 30, to help 
a sailor in need of medical attention.

At approximately 9 p.m., Sept. 29, Hopper no-
tified Commander, Destroyer Squadron (CDS) 
15 that a Sailor on board required MEDEVAC.

Hopper, over 165 miles from shore, didn’t 
have an embarked helicopter aboard nor was 
it in close range to available U.S. air assets. Of-
ficials then called the Sri Lankan Navy to assist.

Within hours of the initial report, Sri Lankan De-
fense Secretary Karunasena Hettiarachchi approved 
Hopper to enter Sri Lankan territorial waters to con-
duct the medical evacuation via small boat. The medi-
cal team provided continuous care for the patient while 
Hopper made the best speed to get closer to Sri Lanka.

At approximately 7:30 a.m., two Sri Lankan Navy 
Dvoras, fast patrol boats, met Hopper three miles off the 
Sri Lankan coast to receive the patient in need of assis-
tance. The sailor was transferred to the dvoras and taken 
to the mainland where the patient was treated by medi-
cal personnel at the Asiri Central Hospital in Colombo.
More

56 Wonderful Places to Honeymoon Right Now  
– Travel + Leisure
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Travel+Leisure has listed 
Dimbula as one of the  “56 Won-
derful Places to Honeymoon 
Right Now.

“Sri Lanka is quickly mak-
ing its way onto the honeymoon 
roadmap due to its wealth of nat-
ural beauty without the crowds 
of other tropical destinations. 
In the hills of the Dimbula dis-
trict in south central Sri Lanka, 
Ceylon Tea Trails is comprised 
of five restored colonial era tea 
bungalows that include period 
furnishings, butler service and 
gourmet dining options. Re-
ferred to as “The Golden Valley” 
due to its lush and aromatic tea 
bushes grown throughout the 
year, this is the perfect honey-
moon for couples who enjoy 
biking, hiking or white-water 
rafting through this diverse 
tropical landscape.”More
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