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SRI LANKA PARLIAMENT AND
U.S. HOUSE DEMOCRACY
PARTNERSHIP LAUNCH
COLLABORATION AGREEMENT

T

he Sri Lanka Parliament and the House Democracy Partnership of the U.S. House of Representatives launched a Collaboration Agreement to
strengthen partnership between the two legislatures on
14th September, in Washington D.C.
The Agreement was signed by Speaker Karu
Jayasuriya and Representative Peter J. Roskam, Chairman of the House Democracy Partnership on behalf of
the Sri Lanka Parliament and the House Democracy
Partnership respectively.
The collaboration between the two legislatures
is based on the principles of facilitating the exchange
of information on the legislative systems of each country, sharing knowledge, and offering consultations on
effective legislative management; and cooperating and
assisting each other through training programs for the
members and staff of the legislatures.
The signing of the Agreement was preceded by
a roundtable conversation among the members of the
House Democracy Partnership and the visiting parliamentary delegation of Sri Lanka led by the Speaker.
Speaker Jayasuriya was joined by Ajith P. Perera, Deputy Minister of Power and Renewable Energy, Karunarathna Paranawithana, Deputy Minister of Parliament
Reform and Mass Media, Dr. Sudarshini Fernandopulle, State Minister of City Planning and Water Supply,
Dhammika Dasanayake, Secretary General of Parliament and Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to the United States
of America, Prasad Kariyawasam.
More: www.slembassyusa.org

FOREIGN MINISTER MANGALA
SAMARAWEERA REPRESENTS
SRI LANKA AT THE OUR OCEAN
CONFERENCE 2016

P

articipating in the Our Ocean Conference
2016, at the invitation of the US Secretary of
State John Kerry, Foreign Minister Mangala
Samaraweera, on 15 September, outlined several
commitments by Sri Lanka to protect oceans around
Sri Lanka and beyond.
The Minister said that Sri Lanka is perhaps
one of the few countries in the world where the Head
of State himself holds the portfolio of Environment,
given its vital importance for the country and to ensure that Sri Lanka plays its part in dealing with issues relating to climate change and environment in
a responsible manner, both locally and in a global
context.
The Conference held at the US State Department on 15-16 September was attended by representatives of approximately 100 countries including
Heads of State and Government, Ministers, officials,
academia, NGO community, leaders from the public
and private sector and young people.
This was the third in the series of Conferences on Our Ocean, held with the objective of calling
the world’s attention to the challenge of protecting
oceans and mobilizing countries to make commitments in this respect.
The Conference which was inaugurated
by the US Secretary of State was addressed by US
President Barack Obama as well.
More:www.slembassyusa.org
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Statement by Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera, Minister of
Foreign Affairs on the Bill on
the Office of Missing Persons
Hon. Speaker,
The Office on the Missing Persons’ Bill, which we
will be debating today in this House, I believe heralds
a new beginning, a new era of peace and reconciliation for our long suffering country.
68 years after Independence, two youth insurrections, and a 26 year old war, Sri Lanka is now ready
to commence the healing process of our wounded and
fractured nation, coming to terms with the tragedies
of our past, so that we could harness the potential of
our great nation and its people to pave the way for the
future our country truly deserves.
More: www.slembassyusa.org

Office on Missing Persons: Facts
		On August 11th, Sri Lanka’s Parliament passed a Bill authorizing the establishment of
an Office on Missing Persons to inquire into the disappearances of persons during the country’s armed
uprisings in the past.The Office will also be entrusted, among other things, with providing recommendations to secure the interests and rights of missing
people and their relatives, finding redress for missing
persons and their families and establishing a database
of the missing. A comprehensive Fact Sheet on the
OMP can be found on the website of the Secretariat
for Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanisms in Sinhala, Tamil and English.
More: www.scrm.gov.lk

DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER CALLS FOR GREATER US INVESTMENT
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Harsha
de Silva requested the
U.S. government to urge
American businesses to
invest in Sri Lanka. This
was emphasized at several bilateral discussions he
held with U.S. officials
in Washington D.C. on
Tuesday, August 16th.
The Deputy Minister was on a brief visit
to the U.S. capital to
continue Sri Lanka’s expanding engagement with the
United States on multiple areas of cooperation.
The Deputy Minister met with U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs

Nisha Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State
for Democracy, Human Rights and Labour Tom Malinowski,
Assistant Secretary of
State for Commerce
Arun Kumar and Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for South
and Central Asia Michael Delaney, Deputy
Assistant Secretary of
State for Trade Policy
and Programmes William Craft, and Deputy Vice President of the Millennium Challenge Corporation Thomas
Kelly.
More: www.slembassyusa.org

Sri Lanka expands Representation in Texas
– Appoints Honorary Consul
”Sri
Lanka
is The government of Sri Lanka has decided to expand
reinvigorating
its its presence in Texas in line with the unprecedented
representation in the expansion in bilateral relations with United States.
Texas is the second largest American state and is
United States as the
bilateral
relations home to a substantial Sri Lankan-American community
and people to people and important businesses with ties to Sri Lanka. The
ties between the two new appointment would help serve the state’s Sri
nations are on an Lankan community while facilitating multiple spheres
exponential
growth of cooperation with the State of Texas.
The Ambassador ceremonially handed over the
trajectory” Sri Lanka’s
Ambassador to the Commission of Appointment to Halamba at the event
United States Prasad Kariyawasam said speaking at an in the presence of a cross section of community and
event organized by the World Affairs Council in Dallas- business leaders of Dallas-Fort Worth, including Sri
Fort Worth to welcome Susantha Shan Halamba as the Lankan-Americans living in Texas.
new Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka to the state of Texas. More: www.slembassyusa.org
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Joint Statement on the U.S.-Sri
Lanka Trade and Investment
Framework (TIFA)
Inter-Sessional Meeting

A

n inter-sessional meeting of the U.S.-Sri Lanka
Trade and Investment Framework Agreement
(TIFA) Council was held on September 1, 2016 in
Colombo, Sri Lanka. The meeting was Co-chaired by
Sri Lankan Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade Malik Samarawickrama and Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for South & Central
Asia Michael J. Delaney, representing the governments of Sri Lanka and the United States of America,
respectively. U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka Atul Keshap and Department of Commerce Assistant Secretary for Global Markets and Director General of the
U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service Arun M. Kumar delivered opening remarks, praising the newly
elected Sri Lankan government’s commitment to democracy, accountability, human rights and economic
reform while noting that there was significant scope
to expand on the existing trade and investment relationship where the United States is the number one
destination for Sri Lankan exports. Ambassador
Keshap noted that the United States, through a number of ongoing assistance programs, seeks to further
strengthen the strong economic ties with Sri Lanka.
AUSTR Delaney recalled USTR Ambassador Michael Froman’s remarks during the April 28 U.S.-Sri
Lanka TIFA Council meeting, in which he noted that
the concrete and specific initiatives developed within
the TIFA will strengthen Sri Lanka’s trade and investment regime and mobilize more of the Sri Lankan
population to participate in a trade oriented economy.
More: www.srilanka.usembassy.gov

Introductory Remarks by
Foreign minister Mangala
Samaraweera, MP., to Address by
UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon
His Excellency Ban
Ki-moon, SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations, Madam
Ban Soon-taek,
Excellencies,Ladies
and Gentlemen
The first Prime Minister of Sri Lanka to address
the UN General Assembly since Sri Lanka was
granted membership in the United Nations in 1955,
Hon. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, articulated our intentions as a member of the UN, as follows:
“This is an Organisation which expresses
itself most effectively by bringing to bear a certain
moral force – the collective moral force and decency
of human beings. That is a task in which the weak as
well as the strong can render a useful service, and
I give the assembly the assurance, on behalf of my
country, that as far as we are concerned, every endeavour that we can make in all sincerity to assist in
the achievements of those noble ideas for which this
Organisation stands, will always be forthcoming in
the fullest measure.”
Since joining the United Nations, Sri Lanka
has contributed in numerous ways to the UN system
including its norm setting process. Just five years
since becoming a Member, Sri Lanka, then Ceylon,
was elected as a non-permanent member of the UN
Security Council.
More: www.mfa.gov.lk

UN Secretary-General’s remarks “Sustaining Peace
– Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals”
It is an honour to be here today to
talk about the links between peace
and sustainable development.
This is my first visit to Sri
Lanka since 2009, when I saw great
suffering and hardship. Hundreds of
thousands of people were displaced
and in need of humanitarian aid after
the terrible conflict that tore the country apart.
I called for fast reconciliation and action to build
peace, in the knowledge that conflict can recur in fragile
post-war societies.
Today, the picture is very different. I congratulate
the Government and people of Sri Lanka for the progress
you have made. There remains much hard work ahead,
but you have moved with determination along a new
path with great promise for all the country’s people.

Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Last year, 2015, was a landmark year both for Sri Lanka
and for the United Nations.
The United Nations turned 70 at a time of great
turbulence.
As we witness conflicts in Syria, Yemen, the
Central African Republic and elsewhere, the words
of the United Nations Charter “to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war” may sometimes
ring hollow.
Extreme poverty and deepening inequalities
challenged our sense of what is just.
The number of people displaced by conflict
reached the highest level since the Second World War.

More:www.mfa.gov.lk
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Representations called from
the public on HR action plan
The Inter-Ministerial Committee, established by
the Cabinet of Ministers, to develop a national human rights action plan for 2017-2021, has decided to
call for observations or views from all stakeholders,
including civil society and interested organisations
on the drafting of the new five year human rights action plan.
As directed by the Cabinet of Ministers, the draft
action plan thus developed would be considered by
the Cabinet by the end of October 2016.
A dedicated web page for this purpose has been
launched with effect from 1 September 2016, in the
website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (www.mfa.
gov.lk),which is accessible at:
http://www.mfa.gov.lk/index.php/en/foreign-policy/national-action-plan-for-human-rights

More: www.mfa.gov.lk

WHO certifies Sri Lanka
malaria-free
In a remarkable public health achievement,
Sri Lanka was certified by WHO for having eliminated
malaria, a life-threatening disease which long affected
the island country.
“Sri Lanka’s achievement is truly remarkable.
In the mid-20th century it was among the most
malaria-affected countries, but now it is malariafree. This is testament to the courage and vision of its
leaders, and signifies the great leaps that can be made
when targeted action is taken. It also demonstrates the
importance of grass-roots community engagement
and a whole-of-society approach when it comes
to making dramatic public health gains,” WHO
Regional Director, Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh said
in Colombo.
Sri Lanka’s road to elimination was tough,
and demanded well-calibrated, responsive policies.
More: www.searo.who.int

Travel bloggers embark on a journey to discover food
and adventure in Sri Lanka
Twelve travel and food bloggers from USA, UK and from around the country in places from renowned
Italy arrived in Sri Lanka on 9 August for a familiari- restaurants in Colombo to village kamathas in other
towns. They explored
sation tour hosted by the
the local street food and
Sri Lanka Tourism Promarkets at Galle Face
motion Bureau (SLTPB).
and Hikkaduwa, learned
The bloggers arabout Ayurveda food in
rived in Sri Lanka for a
Kalutara, prepared lo10-day press trip and set
cal food with farmers at
out in two groups on a
Wellawaya, experienced
tour around the country,
tea manufacturing in
with one group covering
Nuwara Eliya, visited
Sri Lankan cuisine and
the fisheries market in
the other group coverNegombo and engaged
ing travel activities of
in many similar acthe country.
tivities to showcase the
The food bloggers observed Sri Lankan cuisine and food sources beauty of country. More: www.ft.lk

Presidential Secretariat : www.presidentsoffice.gov.lk
Prime Minister’s Office : www.pmoffice.gov.lk
Ministry of Foreign Affairs : www.mfa.gov.lk
Secretariat for Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanisms : www.scrm.gov.lk
Office for National Unity & Reconciliation : www.onur.gov.lk
Board of Investment : www.investsrilanka.com
Sri Lanka Export Development Board : www.srilankabusiness.com
Sri Lanka Tourism : www.srilanka.travel
Sri Lanka Tea Board : www.pureceylontea.com
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