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 Steer economic growth to
sustain well-being of Asia – 

President Sirisena calls on G 7

June 2016

President Maithripala Sirisena said that Japan’s 
formal announcement that G7 will explore 
what is needed to sustain the well-being of 

Asia to steer economic growth, highlights the relevance 
of Sri Lanka being here. “It endorses Prime Minister 
Abe’s reasoning for selecting us.”

Addressing the G 7 Outreach Summit on May 27 in 
Ise-Shima in Japan, President Sirisena said that with 
a revolutionary change of governance, his government 
has succeeded in creating the path for a viable develop-
ment environment and for reconciliation in a multi-
faceted society. Now, the people are free and human 
rights is respected.

He described to the leaders of the world’s most af-
fluent nations the steps taken since the National Unity 
Government was established to strengthen democracy, 
rule of law and good governance.

“We lack finances for extensive development efforts 
and therefore seek developed nations and multilateral 
and bi-lateral investors to invest in Sri Lanka,” Presi-
dent Sirisena said and expressed the hope that the G7 
Summit of 2016 will look at countries like Sri Lanka in 
this regard.

“Your invitation to me would yield real benefits be-
yond bounds, if serious attention is drawn to our prob-
lems. I very much appreciate the feelings of friendship 
and understanding demonstrated by the Heads of State 
of G7 countries and the Heads of State of Outreach 
countries during these sessions,” he said in conclusion.
Read the full Statement

President’s Environment Day 
Message

Issuing a message on World Environment Day, 
President Maithripala Sirisena said that human 
beings should be mindful of boundaries when 

dealing with the environment. The world is starting 
to realize that working against the natural order of the 
physiological environment is usually met with calami-
tous repercussions. Mindful of this, the international 
community was paying increasing attention to pursu-
ing development policies that are in harmony with the 
environment.

 The President cautioned that Sri Lanka is becom-
ing increasingly vulnerable to natural disasters and 
on World Environment Day we should promote a 
dialogue among the Sri Lankan public about pursuing 
development in consonance with the preservation of 
the environment.

Read the President’s message
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Statement by President Obama
on the Celebration of Vesak

 Secretary Kerry’s statement for Vesak

Michelle and I 
extend our 
w a r m e s t 

wishes to Buddhists in 
the United States and 
around the world in 
their celebration of Ve-
sak, a day honoring the 
birth, enlightenment, 
and passing of Buddha. 
During this season, we 
reflect on Buddha’s universal teachings of peace, service, 
and recognition of common humanity -- shared values 
that also bind us all as Americans. This occasion gives 
us an opportunity to commemorate the many contribu-
tions of Buddhists to our progress and to recommit our-
selves to building a brighter future for all communities, 
cultures, and religions. As we come together in hope for 
wisdom, courage, and compassion, our family sends our 
best wishes during this season.
www.whitehouse.gov

On behalf of Presi-
dent Obama and the 
American people, I 

offer our warmest wishes to all 
those celebrating Vesak Day.

We wish you a joyous com-
memoration of the birth, en-
lightenment, and passing of 
Siddhartha Gautama, the 
founder of Buddhism. In honor 

of Vesak Day, we recognize the contributions to thought, 
culture, and belief that Buddhism, one of the oldest reli-
gions in the world, has made for over 2,500 years.

Vesak is celebrated by diverse Buddhist communities in 
Asia, here in the United States, and around the world. It 
is a wonderful time to engage in prayer and reflect on 
the virtues of wisdom, courage, and compassion. As you 
gather with family and friends to celebrate Vesak, know 
that the United States supports the efforts of people of 
every faith who preach and practice tolerance and respect 
for all. May you all enjoy a peaceful and joyful Vesak.
www.state.gov

“Sri Lankan Rotary has 
been at the forefront in 
providing an enormous 

service to our people” 
-PM Wickremesinghe

addresing  the 107th Rotary 
International Convention, 

seoul, rok, may 29

The Rotary International Pres-
ident Ravindran, the Prime 
Minister of South Korea, the 

Honorable Hwang Kyo-ahn, the Sec-
retary-General of the UN, Excellency 
Ban Ki-moon, honoured Rotarians 
and Guests,

 Thank you for inviting me here to 
Seoul, to help inaugurate the 2016 Ro-
tary International Convention. 

It is an honour to be here, and a 
great source of pride to us in Sri Lanka 
that you have chosen someone from 
our rather small country, to head your 
great organisation this year.

We do not have polio in Sri Lanka. 
We have not had it now, for more than 
twenty years. We eradicated it at the 
height of an armed conflict and terror-
ism. And the fact that it happened as 
it did, was due in no small part to you 
here—to the work of Rotary, and the 
work of Rotarians at that time in Sri 
Lanka – inspired by none other than 
Rotarian President Ravindran.
Read the full remarks
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 United States Offers Additional 
Assistance to Flood Affected

As you are aware, due to the massive floods 
affecting every region and landslides in 
some areas of Sri Lanka, a large number 

of people have been displaced with substantial loss of 
life and property.  The Government and the people 
of Sri Lanka are in the process of providing relief to 
those affected.  The relief and rescue operations of 
the Government are being conducted by the Minis-
try of Disaster Management together with Security 
Forces and other relevant agencies.

For this purpose, authorities in Sri Lanka wel-
come direct financial assistance that will help to mo-
bilize appropriate equipment and material for those 

The United States Government will provide 
an additional 36 million Sri Lankan Rupees 
(250,000 U.S. dollars) to support flood relief 

efforts in Sri Lanka.
This is in addition to the previously announced 7.2 

million Sri Lankan Rupees (50,000 U.S. dollars) that 
is supporting humanitarian assistance activities in the 
worst affected areas and a three-year program of ap-
proximately 144 million Sri Lankan Rupees (U.S. $1 
million) designed to provide safe, disaster-resilient, 
drinking water to populations who are highly vulner-
able to flooding and droughts.
Read full release at www.srilanka.usembassy.gov

NOTICE: FLOOD RELIEF IN SRI LANKA

Sri Lanka’s deepening political and eco-
nomic partnership with the United States, 
and our increasing people to people con-

tacts require further expansion of Sri Lankan rep-
resentation throughout the United States.

Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam handed over 
the Commission of Appointment to Ronald James 
Sorini to serve as the Honorary Consul for Sri 
Lanka in the State of Illinois on May 25.

Illinois is home to a substantial number of Sri 
Lankan–Americans, including a sizable student 
population. The state is also home to several major 
U.S. companies, which have business interests in 
Sri Lanka.

Sorini brings to the position over a decade 
of experience in high-level positions in the U.S. 
federal government at the Department of Com-

HONORARY CONSUL FOR SRI LANKA IN ILLINOIS

merce and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 
(USTR). In 1989, Sorini was appointed by President Bush 
and confirmed by the U.S. Senate to the position of Chief 
Textile Negotiator at the Office of the U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative (USTR), holding the rank of Ambassador.He is a 
founding partner of Sorini, Samet & Associates, a leading 
international trade firm in Washington D.C.
www.slembassyusa.org
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affected and for rehabilitation efforts.   
Those Sri Lankan expatriates and well-wishers liv-

ing in the United States can contribute to the National 
Flood & Landslide Victims Relief Operations through 
the Embassy of Sri Lanka, Washington D.C. by making 
direct financial contributions.  All such contributions 
will be acknowledged by an official receipt by the Em-
bassy and will be transmitted to the authorities in Sri 
Lanka to assist victims and for the rehabilitation efforts.  
The Embassy will accept cash, cheques or money orders 
drawn in favour of the “Embassy of Sri Lanka”, for this 
purpose.
Read full details at www.slembassyusa.org

 FLOOD RELIEF 
IN SRI LANKA

The Embassy of Sri Lanka wishes to express 
deep appreciation and gratitude for Sri Lan-
kan Americans and other well-wishers in 

the United States for making financial contributions 
towards the flood relief efforts of the Government of 
Sri Lanka in response to information circulated  by  
the Embassy of Sri Lanka on May 19, 2016.   The list 
of the contributors as at June 8, 2016 is available at the 
link below. 

All funds received have been transmitted to the 
Ministry of Disaster Management to further strength-
en the efforts of the Government and its ongoing flood 
relief measures and post disaster relief operations.
Read full details at www.slembassyusa.org

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov/pr_052216.html
http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/honorary-consul-for-sri-lanka-in-illinois/
http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/flood-relief-in-sri-lanka/
http://slembassyusa.org/relif/flood-relief-in-sri-lanka-3/
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RESTRICTIONS ON ISSUING PASSPORTS TO
SRI LANKAN CITIZENS LIFTED

The Government has, on 1 June 2016,   
issued a circular ending the restric-
tions placed in March 2011 on the issu-

ance of passports to Sri Lankan citizens resident 
abroad who, at different times, were compelled 
to leave Sri Lanka due to conflict or political rea-
sons.

In March 2011, instructions had been issued 
to all Sri Lanka Missions abroad to refrain from 
issuing passports to those who had applied and 
gained refugee status or asylum in another coun-
try unless they had renounced their refugee or 
asylum status. These instructions constituted a 
violation of citizen’s rights and resulted in hard-
ship and difficulty to many Sri Lankans who were 
forced to leave the country for political reasons 
and denied a Sri Lankan travel document.

The Government of Sri Lanka is committed 
to upholding the right of all Sri Lankan citizens 
to have a passport and ensure their freedom of 
movement and travel irrespective of their politi-
cal beliefs, which will now be guaranteed as per 
the new instructions issued today.

In recent times, there has been increasing in-
terest among Sri Lankans living abroad to both 
visit and invest in Sri Lanka as a result of the 
good governance and reconciliation efforts of 
the present Government. Ending the restrictive 
practice that prevailed previously will further fa-
cilitate the ability and opportunity for Sri Lan-
kan citizens overseas to visit the country and for 
some to return to Sri Lanka thereby contributing 
to the country’s development and reconciliation 
processes.
www.slembassyusa.org

Deadline extended for Online Submissions for Design of 
Reconciliation Mechanisms

The Consultations Task Force on Rec-
onciliation Mechanisms appointed by 
the Prime Minister on the 26th of Jan-

uary 2016, is tasked with consulting members 
of the public on the processes and mechanisms 
for reconciliation in Sri Lanka to seek truth and 
justice, ensure accountability for human rights 
violations and provide measures for redress.

The Government has indicated that it is con-
sidering the following mechanisms to achieve 
this:

n An Office of Missing Persons
n A Truth, Justice, Reconciliation and Non-

Recurrence Commission
n A Judicial Mechanism with a Special 

Counsel
n An Office of Reparations
The Task Force invites submissions from the 

public on the design of structures, processes and 
measures to seek truth and justice, ensure ac-
countability and offer redress. The submissions 
can be made on:

a) one or more of the mechanisms outlined 
above (including but not limited to the mandate 
of each mechanism, composition, types of viola-
tions to be covered, tasks to be performed)

b) alternative structures, processes or meas-
ures to address a specific violation or multiple 
violations or other relevant issues (including but 
not limited to mandate, composition, types of 
violations to be covered, tasks to be performed).

Submissions can be made by individuals, 
groups and organizations, in Sinhala, Tamil or 
English. These submissions will be used in the 
compilation of a report, which will be submitted 
to the Government and made public.

The deadline for submissions has been ex-
tended to 24th June, 2016. Early submission, 
however, is encouraged. All submissions can be 
made via email to “ctf.srilanka@gmail.com”, and 
also by registered post to “Dr.Paikiasothy Sara-
vanamuttu Secretary, Consultations Task Force 
on Reconciliation Mechanisms, C/O SCRM, 
Republic Building, No: 01, Sir Baron Jeyatilaka 
MW, Colombo- 01”.

The Task Force would like to request contact 
information along with submissions in the event 
further information is required.

Please note that your submission to the Con-
sultation Task Force will be made public, unless 
you request that it should be kept confidential. 
www.scrm.gov.lk

04

http://slembassyusa.org/non_embassy_press_releases/restrictions-on-issuing-passports-to-sri-lankan-citizens-lifted/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/bd81c0_2d604e30b1b24fb2acc2da73d87ad501.pdf


NEWS - SRI LANKA: The Embassy of Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka: Searching 
for the Stilt Fishermen

-The Wallflower Wanderer
The stilts were always vacant.

The first time I’d seen them, I was 
abling along the high protective sea-
wall of colonial Galle Fort gazing out 
at the pleasing blue surf of Sri Lanka’s 
southern coast. They clustered near the 
shoreline like olive toothpicks protrud-
ing from neglected late night cocktails, 
jammed deep into thick sand beneath 
shallow waves.

The stilts and their famous fishermen 
were found nowhere else and were more 
or less all I knew about this tiny na-
tion; this teardrop-shaped island which, 
on maps, appears to fall from the tip 
of India, splashing into the vast Indian 
Ocean. Its rim of sand creates a white 
halo that is visible from space.

Atop the titanic wall, I tried to imagine 
how the scene I sought might appear; 
thin local men perched upon the tri-
angle seats for hours, patiently waiting 
for their breakfast or dinner to kindly 
impale itself on their fishing hooks. But 
for now, imagining was the only way to 
conjure the evocative romance of ‘the 
old ways’ I wanted so much to witness 
for myself.
Read the full article

Can a New President Lead
Sri Lanka  Into an Era of Peace?

by Geeta Anand &  Dharisha Bastians

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Leaders of Sri Lanka, 
an island nation at the foot of India, have re-
peatedly promised a political solution to the 

ethnic strife that has caused heartache and bloodshed for 
much of its nearly 70-year history since independence.

Committee after blue-ribbon committee has recom-
mended that the majority Sinhalese, primarily Buddhists 
who emigrated from India centuries ago, relinquish 
some political power to the minority Tamils and Mus-
lims, allowing them a measure of local self-governance.

And yet one president after another has failed to do 
so.

Now a president elected by an unlikely coalition of 
moderates from the two main majority-Sinhalese par-
ties, along with the Tamil and Muslim minorities, is try-
ing yet again at what is widely considered the most op-
portune moment in Sri Lanka’s history.

Long plagued by ethnic strife, Sri Lanka became em-
broiled in a civil war with the Tamils that lasted 26 years. 
The government finally crushed the secessionist group 
leading the fight in a brutal battle in 2009, in which tens 
of thousands were killed, most of them civilians. That 
government, accused of human rights abuses then and 
in the ensuing years, was toppled by the coalition that 
brought Maithripala Sirisena to power in January 2015.

Chosen by the coalition because he was so agreeable 
and self-effacing as to have offended practically nobody, 
Mr. Sirisena has pledged to persuade his Sinhalese peo-
ple to support a new Constitution that devolves the pow-
ers of the central government that they dominate. A ref-
erendum is expected later this year.

But questions abound about whether this 64-year-old 
son of a paddy farmer, has who spent his political life 
shunning the limelight despite holding top ministerial 
posts, could be the one to finally lead this country into 
an era of peace.
Read the full New York Times article
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https://wallflowerwanderer.com/2016/05/16/sri-lanka-searching-for-the-stilt-fishermen/
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