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US-SRI LANKA TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
FRAMEWORK COUNCIL ADOPTS ACTION PLAN 

TO BOOST BILATERAL TRADE 

May 2016

Minister of Development 
Strategies and International 
Trade Malik Samarawick-

rama led the Sri Lanka delegation to the 
12th US-Sri Lanka Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement (TIFA) Council 
Meeting in Washington which adopted a 
path breaking Action Plan to boost bilat-
eral trade and investment.

The Council meeting was co-chaired by United States Trade Rep-
resentative Michael Froman and Minister of Development Strate-
gies and International Trade Malik Samarawickrama. United States 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations Ambassador Sa-
mantha Power participated as well, encouraging the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment to continue its vital progress on democracy, accountability, 

and human rights. Ambassador 
Froman noted that the election 
outcome has ushered in a new 
era of U.S.-Sri Lanka economic 
cooperation.  Read the full Joint 
Statement issued at conclusion of 
the meeting.

US Trade Representative Am-
bassador Michael Froman in his 
opening remarks stated that “it is 

our first significant opportunity for engagement on trade and in-
vestment issues since the Sri Lankan presidential election last year.”  
And he further stated “With the Joint Action Plan that we will an-
nounce today, we hope to set forth a series of concrete and specific 
initiatives to strengthen Sri Lanka’s trade and investment regime 
and mobilize more of the Sri Lankan population to participate in a 
trade-oriented economy.”  
Read the full story

Golden Jubilee Celebration 
of Washington Buddhist 

Vihara

Washington May-
or Muriel Bowser  
attending the 50th An-

niversary of the establishment of 
the Washington Buddhist Vihara on 
May 1, 2016 declared the day as “the 
Washington Buddhist Vihara Day”, 
recognizing in the Declara-
tion that the District of Colum-
bia is home to the first Theravada  
Buddhist Temple in America and that the 
Vihara has been dedicated to preservation 
of Buddhism, welcoming all.  Ambassador  
Prasad Kariyawasam joined Mayor Muriel  
Bowser on this occasion.  The Chief Prel-
ate of North America and Chief Incum-
bent of the Washington Buddhist Vihara, 
the Most Venerable Maharagama Dham-
masiri Nayaka Thero presided over the 
ceremony and conducted the religious 
programme.  
Read the full story

Wishing our readers Peace and 
Happiness of Wesak  
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http://slembassyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/US-Sri-Lanka-TIFA-Joint-Statement.pdf
http://slembassyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/US-Sri-Lanka-TIFA-Joint-Statement.pdf
http://slembassyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/US-Sri-Lanka-TIFA-Joint-Statement.pdf
http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/us-sri-lanka-trade-and-investment-framework-council-adopts-action-plan-to-boost-bilateral-trade/
http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/golden-jubilee-celebration-of-washington-buddhist-vihara/
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AMBASSADOR KARIYAWASAM SPEAKS AT GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY’S 
SOUTH ASIA POLICY CONFERENCE

Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam par-
ticipated in the South Asia Policy Con-
ference organized by Georgetown Uni-

versity’s McCourt School of Public Policy and the 
university’s South Asian Policy Research Initiative. 
The conference was held at Georgetown University’s 
campus on April 7th, bringing researchers, diplo-
mats, policy experts and other practitioners together 
to engage with students and discuss key challenges 
facing the economies in South Asia and how best to 
address them. The theme for this year’s conference 
was “South Asia in the 21st Century: Re-imagining 
development for a better future.” 

 Ambassador Kariyawasam was invited to speak 
in the Ambassador’s Panel which set the tone for 

the discussions. In his remarks, Ambassador spoke 
of the challenges Sri Lanka faces to break out from 
the lower middle-income to a high income country 
and Sri Lanka’s role as an economic hub, promoting 
interconnectivity in the region for prosperity for all.

 The Ambassador’s panel was followed by three 
other panels. One focused on addressing the barriers 
to education in South Asia, the second on women 
and development in the region and the last one per-
tained to the subjects of energy, environment and 
climate change. Professionals from the World Bank, 
the International Monetary Fund, Washington DC 
think tanks, the State Department and other organi-
zations participated in these discussions.

WASHINGTON PUBLIC EMBRACES SRI LANKA DURING 

“AROUND THE WORLD EMBASSY TOUR”

Over 2500 visitors flocked to the Sri Lan-
kan Embassy on May 7, 2016 and sam-
pled Sri Lankan culture, as the Embassy 

opened its doors to the general public in the United 
States’ capital as part of the annual Passport DC’s 
Around the World Embassy Tour organized by 
Cultural Tourism DC.

The daylong event, provided visitors with the 
opportunity to taste some of Sri Lanka’s authentic 
cuisine and beverages while enjoying live perfor-
mances of traditional Sri Lankan dances and drums 
in the Embassy’s courtyard.

Visitors had the opportunity to try out Sri Lan-
kan traditional attire. The saree corner was one of 

the most popular stops, where ladies were able drape 
in traditional Sri Lankan wear. 

A variety of Sri Lankan products showcasing the 
country’s rich and diverse heritage, ranging from 
traditional masks to world-renowned tea and spices 
were on display. Many of the visitors used the op-
portunity to interact with the embassy staff and learn 
about Sri Lanka, especially about its exciting tourism 
opportunities.

Passport DC is Washington DC’s citywide inter-
national cultural awareness program that enables 
residents and visitors to experience and explore the 
international culture that flourishes alongside and 
beyond Washington’s renowned institutions.
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Read the full story

http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/washington-public-embraces-sri-lanka-during-%E2%80%9Caround-the-world-embassy-tour%E2%80%9D/
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WEBSITE: “ADOPT A VILLAGE MARKET” IHS: EMERGING MARKETS
IN ASIA PACIFIC OFFER 

BRIGHTEST 
PROSPECTS FOR

GLOBAL FDI,
IHS STUDY FINDS

In an effort to make it easier for the overseas Sri Lankan 
communities to fund micro-projects in rural communi-
ties in Sri Lanka, the Policy Development Office (PDO) 

of the Prime Minister’s Office is hosting a website to provide 
information on village-markets in need of essential infra-
structure. This website can be accessed via http://villagefair.
pmoffice.gov.lk and provides a mechanism to link those who 
want to help develop Sri Lanka directly with village markets 
in need of essential infrastructure, especially in rural com-
munities around the island.
Currently, information on the village-fairs of ten Districts is 
available on the website. The needs of individual village-mar-
kets are listed. Village-markets that receive funds are obligat-
ed to follow up on the progress of each micro-project. Pho-
tographs of the completed micro-project will be uploaded to 
the website to maximize transparency.
For feedback, questions and/or additional information, pro-
spective donors may contact the PDO at the following:

Website: http://villagefair.pmoffice.gov.lk
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/weeklyvillagefair
Feedback/contact: weeklyvillagefair@gmail.com

According to IHS, a leading global 
source of critical information and in-
sight, Sri Lanka is expected to show 

rapid growth over the next decade. The study 
conducted by IHS says “The new Sri Lan-
kan government has embarked on sweeping 
economic reforms, with its first budget con-
taining considerable economic liberalization 
measures. The Sri Lankan economy is project-
ed to grow at an average annual pace of 5.6 
percent per year over 2016-2020. Key growth 
industries are expected to include logistics, 
tourism, agricultural products, IT-BPO in-
dustries and construction.”
Read the full IHS news release  

SRI LANKA SIGNS THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

Sri Lanka was among the 171 countries that signed 
the Paris Agreement on April 22 at the High- Level 
Signature Ceremony of the Paris Agreement held at 

the United Nations Headquarters in New York.  This high-
level signature ceremony is the culmination of negotiations 
held amongst member states who agreed on the landmark 
climate deal during the 21st Conference of Parties (COP21) 
held in Paris in December, last year.

 Hon. Susil Premajayantha, Minister of Science, Tech-
nology and Research signed the Agreement on behalf of Sri 
Lanka.

The signature ceremony is a precursor to 
the ratification of the Agreement by each indi-
vidual state, which is the most important step 
to ensure that the Paris Agreement is imple-
mented globally. Some of the goals that the 
historic Paris Agreement intends to achieve 
include the prevention of an increase in glob-
al temperature of more than 2 degrees Celsius 
(3.6 degrees Fahrenheit), requiring countries 
to set their own national targets beginning 
in 2020, and mandatory reporting, including 
non-binding transparency in implementing 
the Agreement.

After signing the Agreement, Minister 
Premajayantha delivered a national state-
ment which highlighted the historical value 
the people and the Government of Sri Lanka 
had placed on the preservation of nature and 
the climate. He also recalled the launching 
of an economic development plan titled “Sri 
Lanka NEXT – Blue Green era” soon after the 
conclusion of COP21. In addition, the Min-
ister referred to numerous initiatives that the 
government has and intends to undertake, so 
as to fulfil, in good faith, the country’s obliga-
tions under the Paris Agreement.
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Nilakshi Parndigamage ’06 (center) with Head 
of Ezra Stiles College Stephen Pitti ‘91 and Yale 

College Dean Jonathan Holloway. 
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YALE NEWS: Nilakshi Parndigamage ’06 named new Ezra Stiles dean

A l u m n a 
Nilakshi Parn-
digamage ’06 
will serve as the 
next dean of 
Ezra Stiles, an-
nounced Yale 
College Dean 
Jonathan Hollo-
way on May 5 to 
students during 
dinner.

“I am confi-
dent that she will make many significant and positive 
contributions to the life of the college,” said Holloway 

to the packed dining hall. “Professor Pitti and I hope 
you will join us in welcoming her to Ezra Stiles.”

Originally from Sri Lanka, Parndigamage graduat-
ed from Yale with a B.A. in political science and earned 
her J.D. from the University of Virginia. During her 
time at Yale, she was involved with the Undergraduate 
Admissions Office, International Student Orientation, 
and the Indigo Blue Center for Buddhist Life at Yale. 
She received numerous awards and fellowships for her 
work, including the David Everett Chantler Award to a 
graduating senior exemplifying “the qualities of cour-
age, strength of character, and high moral purpose,” 
and the Charles P. Howland Fellowship, and the Euro-
pean Union Studies Council Fellowship.
Read the full article 

 FORBES: Barefoot Luxury Comes to the South Shore of Sri Lanka: 
Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle by Ann Abel Ever since Sri Lanka emerged from its civil 

war in 2009, it’s been on everyone’s hot list 
of next destinations. So far, most of that in-

terest has centered on the UNESCO-designated colo-
nial treasures and tea plantations in the north of the 
country. Now the sleepy south coast, with its glorious 
white beaches and secluded blue-green coves, is about 
to catch up.

There are more luxury resorts, including a Shangri-
La, in the works, and there’s talk of a proper airport. 
(Visitors arrive by seaplane or road now.) But for 
now, the new hotel that’s shaping the future of tour-
ism on this side of the island is part of the Thailand-

based Anantara group of smart, soulful high-end re-
sorts. Opened in December, Anantara’s Peace Haven 
resort near the sleepy town of Tangalle is leading the 
area’s shift from backpacker way station to cushy spot 
“where you end your Sri Lankan vacation to relax in 
five-star comfort,” George Morgan-Grenville of the 
bespoke tour operator Red Savannah told me when I 
spoke to him late last year for, yes, my hot list of the 
next destinations.

For many guests, though, the Anantara is their Sri 
Lankan vacation, particularly for Europeans and Rus-
sians who stay for weeks and do little more than sun-
bathe by the enormous pool. 
Read the full Forbes article

CNBC: Sri Lanka’s a secret surfers’    
paradise with lots of reef breaks, 

surf-tour operators say by Aza Wee Sile

With miles of sandy beaches, quality reef 
breaks and consistent swells, Sri Lanka’s 
coasts are fast gaining a reputation as a pre-

mier surf destination. Sri Lanka was a “hidden gem for 
travelling surfers until around five years ago when the 
surfing tourists, mostly from Europe, came flooding 
in,” Max Hepworth-Povey, a surf holiday advisor from 
U.K.-based Errant Surf Travel, told CNBC. “Arugam 
Bay on the East Coast has one of the best waves in 
the world and the whole southwest coast from Hik-
kaduwa down to Matara is full of hidden, empty reef 
breaks.”
The crescent-shaped Arugam Bay is undoubtedly the 
most popular surfing spot in Sri Lanka because of its 
many good surf breaks with names such as Whiskey 
Point, Elephant Rock and Peanut Farm.
Read the full CNBC article
 

HUFFPOST TRAVEL: IF YOU WANT 
TO TREK IN SRI LANKA GET OFF THE 

TRAILS AND GET ON THE TRAIN                 
TRACKS INSTEAD by Courtney Lambert

One, two, three; I mentally counted each wooden, 
rectangular plank I tread upon and shifted the 
heavy backpack on my shoulders as my local 

friend Amran Athas and I followed train tracks through 
the tea plantations of Nuwara Eliya; Sri Lanka’s fabled 
hill country steeped in colonial history and home to one 
of the world’s most reputable tea industries.
While planning my trip, I had stumbled upon Hiking Sri 
Lanka and that’s how I met Amran and Pazi; adventure 
junkies who, in their spare time, explore all corners of 
the island nation. They started HSL in 2014 as a digi-
tal commonplace for young Sri Lankans to share their 
passion for the outdoors and to promote hiking and 
camping in a country where backpacking isn’t popular 
among locals, although it very well should be. Sri Lanka 
is a treasure trove for nature lovers and backpackers just 
begging to be explored.
Read the full Huffpost article 

http://news.yale.edu/2016/05/06/nilakshi-parndigamage-06-named-new-ezra-stiles-dean
http://www.forbes.com/sites/annabel/2016/04/28/barefoot-luxury-comes-to-the-south-shore-of-sri-lanka-anantara-peace-haven-tangalle/#2537eef04910
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/04/14/sri-lankas-a-secret-surfers-paradise-with-lots-of-reef-breaks-surf-tour-operators-say.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/courtney-lambert/if-you-want-to-trek-in-sr_b_9622038.html
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