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Government continues land return in
the North and the East

U

nder the leadership of President Maithripala Sirisena, the
government has been taking measures to incrementally
hand over land in the northern and eastern provinces, held
under the control of government security forces, to their legitimate
owners.
In line with the President’s direction, the government handed over
a further 177 acres of land in Sampur to their legitimate owners on
March 25.
The land, previously occupied by the naval base in Sampur was
handed over to the Governor of the Eastern Province Austin Fernando,
to be redistributed among the legitimate owners. The Navy has also

refurbished the old Sampur Maha Vidyalaya and Hindu Kovil, which are situated on the land.
The Naval training centre in Sampur was established in 2007 in the naval base and was later commissioned
as SLNS Vidura in 2013. Previously, in
August 2015, the President handed over
60 acres of the 237 acres of land of SLNS
Vidura. It was the remaining 177 acres
that were released on March 25. This
naval base has now been shifted to another location in the eastern province.
It is recalled that the President in his
address to the nation at the conclusion
of the government’s 100 day programme
in April 2015 stated that as a country we
must take every action to prevent situations that led to the armed conflict that
lasted three decades. For this friendship among all people is essential. He
said that during the time of the armed
conflict, the armed forces took over private land for operational purposes not
only in the North and East, but also in
the city of Colombo. Now that the conflict is over, these lands have to be given
back to their original owners, in a manner that does not undermine national
security.
Sources: Website of the President
Ministry of Defence
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US-Sri Lanka Ties at an
All Time High Prasad Kariyawasam
speaks to the Sunday
Observer
Sri Lanka’s envoy to the US, Ambassador
Prasad Kariyawasam says re-invigorated USSri Lanka ties has resulted in both countries
endorsing an institutional framework to
guide future cooperation. “The US is already
USS Blue Ridge docks in Sri Lanka Sri Lanka’s biggest customer absorbing 23%
of our exports. The potential for further exUSS Blue Ridge a command-ship of the U.S. Navy and the pansion is tremendous,” he said.
7th flagship arrived at the Port of Colombo, Sri Lanka, on
Ambassador Kariyawasam said ending
March 26.
the
culture of impunity and true commitThe flagship was welcomed by the Sri Lanka Navy in accordance with naval traditions. The senior officer of the ship, ment for accountability in all aspects of govChief of Staff of the US Navy’s 7th fleet, Vice Admiral Joseph ernance, earned Sri Lanka its rightful place
Aucoin visited the Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy, Vice on the world map. He said Sri Lanka is curAdmiral Ravindra Wijegunaratne at the Naval Headquarters rently looking at greater military cooperation with the US in addition to trade ties.
in Colombo.
The crew of the USS Blue Ridge took part in an array of
programmes organized by the Sri Lanka Navy. The ship left
Sri Lanka on March 31 after conducting a joint naval exercise
with the Sri Lanka Navy.
USS Blue Ridge is crewed by over a thousand sailors and
displaces 19,200 tonnes. Commissioned in 1970, it is the oldest ship in service with the U.S. Navy.
Speaking at a reception on board USS Blue Ridge on
March 28, US Ambassador to Sri Lanka Atul Keshap said “…
this ship is here because as Americans we respect and appreciate the values that the Sri Lankan voters voted for in the two
elections of January 8 and August 17 of last year. We appreciate the vision of the Sri Lankan people for their country to be
a reconciled, peaceful, unified, prosperous, and free democracy
that can be a pillar of stability and prosperity for the entire
Indo-Pacific region. We appreciate very much the vision of the
Sri Lankan people and the American people are reciprocating.”
Read more

We met Ambassador Kariyawasam in
Washington recently for a brief interview.
Q: A couple of years ago Sri Lanka - US
relations were at an all-time low. How do you
describe bi-lateral relations between the two
countries today?
A: Sri Lanka and the US have always had
good relations based on common value systems including democracy. This is apparent
if you look at the history of our relations between the two countries. However, due to certain positions adopted in the recent past, we
failed to work towards enhancing or building
this relationship.
Since January 2015, after the election of
the new government, we began to reinvigorate
and revive relations. This was based on steps
taken to strengthen democracy, good governance through initiatives such as the 19th
Amendment, rule of law, justice, and accountability in all aspects including the human
rights front. The policies of the Government
which focus on the achievement of such objectives has created space for the two countries to
work closely in all areas of common interest.
Read the article
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Condé Nast Traveler: Why You
Should Visit Sri Lanka Now
Written by Cynthia Rosenfeld

F

or a quarter century, Sri Lanka was largely offlimits to tourists, riven by a brutal civil war
that finally ended in 2009. Now, Asia-bound
isle-philes are looking beyond Bali to this tiny island
that’s currently experiencing a welcome hotel boom.
Makes sense—besides its otherworldly beaches on
the south coast (Aussies and Kiwis have been surfing
here for years) and lush national parks in the southeast, where you can see leopards and elephants on a
mini safari, there’s also an embarrassment of culture:
Buddhist temples neighbor 16th-century European
forts, and colonial-era tea plantations sit high above
the majestically pretty Bogawantalawa Valley, in the
island’s interior. You can see it all in ten days, though
you might want to park yourself at one of these hotels
for longer.
FOR COLONIAL RELICS, HEAD TO COLOMBO

Around the corner from Gangaramaya Temple,
famous for its Buddhist relics and resident tusker
elephant, Uga Residence has 11 suites inside a town
house from Victorian times, with tidy gardens and a
courtyard pool. Meanwhile, in October the landmark
1864 Galle Face Hotel revealed a major refurb, offering sea-facing rooms with balconies overlooking its
manicured croquet lawns right on the Indian Ocean.
TO COOL OFF IN THE HILLS
(AND TASTE PHENOMENAL TEA), GO INLAND

Stay at Santani (opening in June), Sri Lanka’s first
destination spa, set within a 48-acre abandoned tea
plantation near the cultural center of Kandy. Or base
yourself at Thotalagala, a planter’s bungalow turned
seven-suite hotel near Dambatenne, the world’s most
famous tea estate, planted in 1890 by Sir Thomas Lipton (yes, that one). About 38 miles north, the colonial-era Stafford Bungalow—a four-room retreat on
a working tea plantation—was recently made over
by Sri Lankan interior designer Taru Fonseka, who’s
known for mixing a clean, modern aesthetic with traditional hand-loomed textiles and local artwork.
Read the CN Traveler article

Open Government Partnership

workshop in Colombo

I

n October 2015, Sri Lanka became the first
country in South Asia to join the Open
Government Partnership, at its Global Summit held in Mexico.
On the 4 and 5 April, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in collaboration with the secretariat of the
Open Government Partnership, held a workshop
for government institutions as well as civil society
organisations at the BMICH. The Workshop focused on creating awareness about the Open Government Partnership, formulating National Action
Plans, sharing experiences of other countries in
the Partnership, the conduct of government and
civil society consultations in formulating National
Action Plans and the implementation of commitments in the National Action Plans.
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Harsha de
Silva, participated in the inauguration of the Workshop on 4 April.
Read the Deputy Foreign Minister’s renarks

Online Submissions for Design of
Reconciliation Mechanisms Now Live

T

he Consultations Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms, appointed by the
Prime Minister, has opened online submissions in order to seek the views of stakeholders,
experts and the general public on the design of the
reconciliation mechanisms.
The reconciliation mechanisms planned by
the Government of Sri Lanka include an Office of
Missing Persons; a Truth, Reconciliation, Justice
and Non-Recurrence Commission, an accountability mechanism and an Office of Reparations.
The online submission questionnaire is now
live on the tri-lingual website of the Secretariat for
Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanisms, “www.
scrm.gov.lk”. In addition to the online submissions
process, face-to-face consultations will take place
in all districts of the Island via town-hall meetings,
focus group discussions and structured interviews.
Read more
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Appointment of the Secretary-General to the Secretariat For
Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanisms

M

ano Tittawella has been appointed as the
Secretary-General of the Secretariat for
Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanisms.
Mr. Tittawella has a distinguished record of dynamic
public and private sector leadership at the highest
levels.

tial Advisor. He is also a Member of the Kadirgamar
Institute’s Board of Management.

Mr. Tittawella is currently the Chairman and Managing Director of EAP Holdings, a leading conglomerate. He has also served as CEO of Lanka Securities
and head of research at Jardine Fleming Securities
He was the Director-General of the Public Enterprise Sri Lanka. Mr. Tittawella possesses a MBA in Capital
Markets & Finance from the University of Edinburgh.
Reform Commission, the Chairman of the Strategic
Enterprise Management Agency, the Chairman of the He is a Member of the Chartered Institute of MarketTask Force to Rebuild the Nation, the Director-Gen- ing, UK.
Read more
eral of the President’s Office and a Senior Presiden-

“A Would-Be Wi-Fi Paradise.”
Bloomberg.com

S

ri Lanka has enjoyed an era of strong economic growth since its bloody, 26-year civil
war ended in 2009. To keep it going, the government is trying to make the island nation a technology hub. It’s investing in new undersea Internet
cables, putting money behind startups, and working with Microsoft to embrace cloud computing.
It’s also been wooing Google and Facebook to host
tests for some of their most ambitious experiments,
from self-driving cars to drones. First up: the balloons.
Google’s Project Loon is an effort to develop
high-altitude balloons that can bring Internet connectivity to remote areas. The technology has been
tested over the past couple of years, but not at scale.
Rama, a quasi--public company controlled by venture capitalist Chamath Palihapitiya and the Sri
Lankan government, aims to do just that. Google
sent the first Loon balloon above Sri Lanka in February, and the government says it’s working with
the company to blanket the country with coverage
from another dozen.
Read more

“Sri Lanka’s Right to Information Bill
presented to Parliament.” (LBO)

S

ri Lanka’s long-awaited Right to Information Bill
was presented to Parliament on March 24th as
the first reading.
Mass Media and Parliamentary Reforms Minister Gayantha Karunathilaka presented the bill to the
house.
The speaker Karu Jayasuriya yesterday informed
Parliament that the bill has been passed through all
provincial councils subjected to certain amendments.
“Western, North Western, Central, Southern, Eastern, and Uva Provinces have agreed with the contents
of this Bill,” Jayasuriya said.
“The three provinces Sabaragamuwa, North Central, and Northern Province have agreed subject to
amendments.”
In terms of Article 153 (g) of the Constitution the
Right to Information Bill was submitted to Provincial
Councils for views.
The Bill provides for the establishment of a Right to
Information Commission and the appointment of Information Officers among other things to uphold the
people’s right to know.
The Cabinet approval for the draft bill was granted
on December 2, 2015 and it was sent for discussion at
the provincial level. The introduction of the Right to
Information Act was a key pledge in the 100-day work
programme of the government.
The government recognized the Right to Information as a fundamental right, in the 19th Amendment
to the Constitution.
Read the LBO article
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“Three Young Labels Making
Old Methods New Again.”
- The New York Times Style Magazine

A

crop of new jewelry and fashion designers are incorporating practices they discovered
while traveling to their ancestral homes.
Here, three brands taking cues from ancient methods — and employing artisans
trained in them.

National Geographic:
“6 Ancient Cooking Tools Sri Lanka
Can’t Do Without.”

E

very day, Swarna de Mel is up at 5 a.m., pulling tropical herbs from her garden, harvesting dinosaur-eggsized jackfruit, and cracking coconuts with a hatchet in
preparation for curries, spicy sambols, and mallum salads. You’d
expect her home to be filled with the smells of exotic spices—
cumin, cardamom, chilies, and loads of black pepper tickling the
nose. But the scent is neutral, the kitchen is quiet, and de Mel is
nowhere to be found. And then the dishes suddenly appear.
That’s because she’s been cooking outside, not far from her
jungle of a garden. Many Sri Lankan families have two kitchens:
the “rough” kitchen outside, and the pantry, or show kitchen, inside. While the indoor kitchen can be equipped with all of today’s latest appliances, the real cooking happens in a place that
can get messy enough to hose down. Here, the culinary magic
is made with ancient tools, rarely modified over the centuries.
I got a chance to experience this when visiting her and many of
her siblings who live in traditional homes that have this double
kitchen, too.
Read the full National Geographic article

Kinsfolk
Sri Lanka
The jewelry designers Jessica and Josie
Fernando have early memories of visiting
batik and woodcarving workshops during childhood trips back to their father’s
native Sri Lanka. So when they founded
Kinsfolk in 2013, they launched a line of
batik scarves. “Sri Lankan batik has a very
old history,” Jessica says. “We are completely devoted to preserving the craft of
handmade textiles by combining traditional batik methods with a more modern
aesthetic.”

The sophisticated designs, drawn on
pure, untreated silk with hot wax before
dyeing, are inspired by nearly every corner
of Sri Lanka — the most recent collection
of scarves, Palmyrah, is named after “the
long, elegant leaves” of northern Sri Lanka’s Palmyrah palms, and the sisters have
also designed scarves named after small
south Sri Lankan towns. “There are many
more traditional handicrafts in Sri Lanka
that we wish to use for future designs and
products,” Jessica says. kinsfo.lk.
Read the full article
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