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Inaugural United States – Sri Lanka Partnership Dialogue
convened in Washington

F

oreign Minister Mangala
Samaraweera
was in Washington DC
on 25 and 26 February for the inaugural
US – Sri Lanka Partnership Dialogue. The
Partnership Dialogue
is a regular policy consultation designed to
discuss and identify
opportunities for cooperation across the
full range of bilateral
and regional issues.
It was US Secretary
of State John Kerry,
during his visit to Sri
Lanka on 2-3 May
2015 who announced the
decision to begin a Partnership Dialogue between the
two countries “We’ve seen
in recent decades that free
countries can learn from one
another, and that, to prosper,
they have to be prepared to
help one another. And that is why I’m pleased to announce that our governments will launch a partnership dialogue to intensify our cooperation across the
board.”
Using the opportunity of his presence in Washington DC, Minister Samaraweera addressed an event
co-hosted by the United States Institute of Peace
(USIP) and the Heritage Foundation on 25 February
on the subject ‘Advancing Reconciliation and Devel-

opment in Sri Lanka’. The
Minister was introduced
at the event by US Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian
Affairs, Nisha Biswal. The
transcript of the introductory remarks by the Assistant Secretary is available at

w w w.state.gov/p/s ca/rl s/r mks/2016/253743.htm.

The remarks by Minister Samaraweera are
available at http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/

remarks-by-the-foreign-minister-at-the-u-s-institute-of-peace-advancing-reconciliation-and-development-in-sri-lanka-2/.

Describing progress in relations between the United States and Sri Lanka since the election of President
Maithripala Sirisena in January 2015, Minister Samaraweera, during this address at the US Institute of
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Peace, said: “Although our countries have maintained
cordial ties since independence, we can be proud that
this cordiality has now blossomed into a very special
friendship.”
During his visit, the Minister had a series of meetings in Washington including with Secretary of State
John Kerry, National Security Advisor Ambassador
Susan Rice and the Chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee Representative Ed Royce.
The Partnership Dialogue demonstrates the consolidation of cooperation between the United States
and Sri Lanka and serves to further strengthen and
enhance bilateral relations, through regular and structured engagement, based on common democratic
values and shared interest in working together to foster greater stability, security, prosperity, and a rulesbased order for the Indo-Pacific region and around
the world. Through these annual consultations, the
United States plans to launch several programs to encourage investment in Sri Lanka’s economy, assist the
government in its efforts to institutionalize good governance best practices across key ministries, and support the process of reconciliation and development
to which the government and people of Sri Lanka are
committed, with a view to achieving durable peace
and socio-economic progress for all.
The Joint Statement from the U.S. Department
of State and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sri

Lanka on the Inaugural U.S. – Sri Lanka Partnership
Dialogue can be accessed online at http://www.state.
gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2016/02/253775.htm.
The delegation of United States at the Partnership
Dialogue included, among others, Under Secretary
for Political Affairs Ambassador Tom Shannon, Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs Nisha Biswal, U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka Atul
Keshap, Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor Tom Malinowski, Commander of the U.S. Pacific Command Admiral Harry
B. Harris, National Security Council’s Senior Director
for South Asia Peter Lavoy, Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for South Asia Michael J. Delaney, Senior
Vice President of EXIM Bank Robert A. Morin, Vice
President of the Millennium Challenge Corporation
(MCC) Beth Tritter, USAID Assistant Administrator for Asia Jonathan Stivers, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for South and Southeast Asia Amy
Searight.
Associated with Minister Samaraweera at the Partnership Dialogue, among others, were Ambassador
Prasad Kariyawasam, Secretary of Defence Karunasena Hettiarachchi, Foreign Ministry’s Director General
for UN and US Mahishini Colonne, Secretary General
of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce and Head (designate) of the Agency for Development Mangala Yapa
and Director of Commerce Upekkha Samaratunga.
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Joint Statement From
the U.S. Department of
State and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of
Sri Lanka on the
Inaugural U.S. Sri Lanka Partnership
Dialogue

S

haring a commitment to democracy, rule of law, and shared prosperity, the United States and Sri
Lanka convened the inaugural Partnership
Dialogue on February 26, 2016 in Washington, DC. Both nations highlighted the
growing bilateral cooperation between Sri
Lanka and the United States and reaffirmed
that the relationship is based on shared values and common goals of the two countries
and their peoples.
The Partnership Dialogue demonstrates
the consolidation of cooperation between
the United States and Sri Lanka and serves
to further strengthen and enhance bilateral relations in the widest sense, through
regular and structured engagement. As fellow democracies, our governments agree
that we have a shared interest in working
together to foster greater stability, security,
prosperity, and a rules-based order for the
Indo-Pacific region and around the world.
Building on a long legacy of support
for the Sri Lankan people since 1956, the
United States plans to launch several programs to encourage investment in Sri Lanka’s economy, assist the government in its
efforts to institutionalize good governance
best practices across key ministries, and
support the process of reconciliation and
development to which the government and
people of Sri Lanka are committed. These
efforts are to be undertaken with a view
to achieving durable peace and socio-economic progress for all. U.S. assistance and
cooperation should help forge new partnerships, dialogues, and exchanges, and
be based on mutual respect and inclusive
consultations.
Read the full joint statement

Remarks by the Foreign Minister
at the U.S. Institute of Peace:
Advancing Reconciliation and
Development in Sri Lanka

L

ast February, soon after the election of President
Maithripala Sirisena at the Presidential Election
held on 8 January 2015, I stood before a similar audience in this great city and outlined our plans and our vision for Sri Lanka. It has been just a year. But, looking back,
it seems as if several years have passed since then. A year on,
much has happened and much has been achieved. The relationship between our two countries alone has experienced
a veritable renaissance since the visit of Assistant Secretary
Biswal in early February 2015 weeks after the Presidential
elections and after my visit to Washington exactly a year
ago. In such a short period of time, our relations have been
strengthened to unprecedented heights. In fact, although our
countries have maintained cordial ties since Independence,
we can be proud that this cordiality has now blossomed into
a very special friendship.
In addition to Assistant Secretary Biswals’s four visits this
year, we have had the honour of hosting a number of very
senior US leaders this year. May 2015 saw Secretary Kerry
visit Colombo, the first official visit by a US Secretary of State
in over four decades. His visit was followed by a visit by Ambassador Samantha Power. Her visit in November, marked
by her trademark style of interacting actively and freely with
all whom she encountered, infused US – Sri Lanka relations
with renewed energy. Assistant Secretary for Democracy,
Rights and Labour, Tom Malinowski, also visited us and has
remained consistently engaged with our progress. Finally,
Ambassador Thomas Shannon’s visit in December saw us
firm up the details of the Partnership Dialogue between our
two countries which is what brings me back to this wonderful city for its inaugural meeting tomorrow.
Continue reading
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Ambassador Kariyawasam
visits Hawaii

V

isiting the state of Hawaii from February
11th to 12th, Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam attended the Independence Day
celebrations organized by Sri Lanka’s Honorary Consul in Hawaii Kusuma Cooray. As the Chief Guest of
the occasion, in his address, the Ambassador highlighted the potential for greater people to people interactions between people of Hawaii and Sri Lanka.
Governor of Hawaii David Ige, Commander of the
United States Pacific Command (USPACOM) Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., Pacific Fleet Commander Admiral Scott H. Swift as well as other state government
and USPACOM representatives were among those
who joined the Ambassador to grace this important
occasion for Sri Lanka.

Ambassador pays tribute to
Nancy Reagan
On behalf of the Government and people of Sri
Lanka, I convey to the people of the United States
and to the Reagan family, our heartfelt condolences
at the passing away of Mrs. Nancy Davis Reagan,
First Lady of the United States from 1981 to 1989.
The contribution by Mrs. Reagan in support
of President Ronald Reagan and her several humanitarian and public service endeavours are well
known and appreciated by the people of Sri Lanka.
We in Sri Lanka remember Mrs. Reagan as the
gracious host when late President J.R. Jayewardene
and his wife were State guests at the White House
in 1984.
The people of Sri Lanka stand by the people of the
United States at this time of grief.
Prasad Kariyawasam
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United States

Why You Should Go To
Sri Lanka Now

A

By Laurie Werner

The Ambassador also visited the United States Pacific Command and met with the Commander and
senior officials, and discussed matters of mutual interest for Sri Lanka and the United States..
At a public speaking engagement during the visit,
Ambassador spoke at The East-West Center on “Sri
Lanka – A hub in the Indian Ocean”, and outlined the
government’s vision to make Sri Lanka a regional hub.
Continue reading

fter being mostly off limits to travelers
for 26 years while a civil war raged between Tamil separatists and the Buddhist Sinhalese government, Sri Lanka has been
climbing the lists of tourism hot spots since the
war’s end in 2009. There are various reasons: the
UNESCO designated archeological ruins of kingdoms spanning 2000 years, the lush beauty of terraced mountain tea plantations and rice paddies
fringed by coconut palms, safaris to see leopards
and elephants roaming in dense jungles, beaches
and waves that attract surfers from all over the
world. Starting last year, a raft of new luxury hotel openings has created an even bigger draw for
travelers. And new ones are slated to come on line
this year.
Starting in Colombo, the capital and a major
business center, high rises from the major luxury
brands are in various stages of construction. If you
land late and need to stay over as I did, though,
a better introduction to the island’s history is Uga
Residence, the 19th century mansion built by a
prominent lawyer and previously operated as a hotel but taken over and renovated by the Sri Lanka
luxe hotel company Uga Escapes last year. Besides
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the patrician architecture and calm of the gardens,
the 11 suites are large and decorated in sophisticated,
restrained style with Belgian carpets and handcrafted
Sri Lankan furniture. The restaurant is a high point,
refined and creative featuring mostly Sri Lankan dishes composed of obsessively sourced local ingredients.
For
anyone
interested in culture and history,
the
UNESCO
designated ruins
of past kingdoms
known as the Cultural Triangle are
important stops.
Groups of tourists from around
the world feel the
same way and
there are large hotels in that area for
them. But another of Uga Escapes’ properties Ulagalla, a classic 19th century mansion, is a more serene,
textured base set on 58 acres that encompass rice paddies and two reservoirs. It’s slightly over 12 miles to
Anuradhapura which served as the country’s capital
for 1300 years starting in 380 B.C. and was more recently the site of several bloody attacks during the
civil war. Now in peacetime, visitors are able to see the
monumental Ruwanwelisaya stupa and the 1900 stone
elephants that surround it, the tree that evolved from
a branch of the Bodhi Tree, the tree under which Buddha achieved enlightenment, and other significant ruins of palaces, temples and reservoirs.
Also in the circuit: an hour away, the Rock Temple
of Dambulla is worth the climb up for its five caves
showcasing 150 Buddha images. And farther south, in
Kandy, the last capital before the British occupied the
island in 1815, the Temple of the Tooth Relic is the
site of a nightly ritual in which the gold casket housing a tooth of Buddha’s is revealed with great tension

N

and drama. Another experience entirely but probably
the most popular on the island is the Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage just outside of town in which approximately 100 orphans are in residence. The sanctuary itself has a bit of a zoo-like feel as they’re brought
out for visitors to watch. But going across the street to
the Elephant Bay
Hotel and watching them frolic in
the river on their
break is delightful.
Watching elephants in their
own habitat is obviously preferable
and one of the
major areas for a
traditional safari
is Yala National
Park in the southeast part of the island. Unfortunately, safaris in Sri
Lanka have the same problem that they do in India—
too many large open air vans converging on sightings, too little regulation and parks that close at 6 PM,
meaning that the animals might be emerging just as
you depart. There had been leopard sightings but we
didn’t see them, unfortunately. We did see elephants
although it was the first time I’d ever seen an elephant
in the wild express stress, a situation the ranger pegged
to the crowds. I was staying at another Uga property
Chena Huts which opened in December and apart
from the artistically designed cottages—many of the
accommodations in the park are tents—and exceptional food, both Sri Lankan and Western, this lodge
may have an advantage. Due to political connections,
the company’s owners are planning to build another
gate to the park that will allow its guests to have more
private access.
Continue reading

Sri Lankan among the Forbes 30 under 30
Social Entrepreneurs of Asia

ushelle De Silva, founder of Building Bridges, is among the Forbes list of 30 under 30 Social Entrepreneurs in Asia. The Building Bridges project envisions creating a safe space in which youth
from Sri Lanka’s diverse communities can come together, encouraging self-expression and sustained dialogue – two key factors for moving forward from conflict to harmony.
Read the Forbes article
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