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August 2016

U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State 
for South and 
Central Asian Af-
fairs Nisha Biswal 
and U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State 
for Democracy, 
Human Rights 

and Labour Tom Malinowski who are currently vis-
iting Sri Lanka met with Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Mangala Samaraweera on July 12th 2016.

The meeting was followed by remarks to the media 
by Minister Samaraweera and Assistant Secretaries 
Biswal and Malinowski.

Read their full remarks

Progress and Promise: Building Sri 
Lanka’s Economic Future - Remarks 
by Assistant Secretary Nisha Biswal 
on Sri Lanka’s Economic Potential

I  have not been keep-
ing track how often 
I’ve been coming to 

Sri Lanka until I saw the 
papers when I landed, 
which noted this is my 
sixth visit in twenty 
months. It is wonderful 
to be back here in Co-
lombo, and wonderful 

to see so many distinguished friends, Ministers, and 
so many others, including so many from the busi-
ness community that I’ve met and gotten to know 
over the years, with whom we work closely to pro-
mote trade and investment ties between our countries.
Ladies and gentlemen, this is indeed a remarkable time 
for Sri Lanka. It’s wonderful to be here to be able to 
partner with the wonderful things that have happened. 

More

First US - Sri Lanka Operational 
Level Bilateral Defence Dialogue 

The Sri 
L a n k a 
N a v y 

hosted the First 
O p e r a t i o n a l 
Level Bilateral 
Defence Dia-
logue between 
the US Armed Forces and the Sri Lanka Armed Forces 
on August 8th and 9th at the Naval Headquarters. The 
US delegation consisted of representatives from differ-
ent formations of the US Pacific Command whilst the 
Sri Lankan delegation comprised representatives from 
the tri-services, the Ministry of Defence and the Office 
of the Chief of Defence Staff.

More

The USS New Orleans (LPD 18) with embarked 
13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) ar-
rived in Sri Lanka for a port visit on July 24.  

The ship and embarked MEU were in Sri Lanka to in-
crease bilateral ties with the Sri Lankan Navy and pro-
vide U.S. support and training for humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief.

 “The 21st century is in many ways the Indo-Pacific 
century, and Sri Lanka is well-positioned to take advan-
tage of its strategic location,” said U.S. Ambassador Atul 
Keshap.  

More:www.public.navy.mil
          www.srilanka.usembassy.gov
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http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/remarks-to-media-by-foreign-minister-mangala-samaraweera-following-discussions-with-us-asst-secretary-of-state-for-south-and-central-asian-affairs-nisha-biswal-us-asst-secretary-of-state-for-democ/
http://srilanka.usembassy.gov/sp-13july16.html
http://www.navy.lk/eventnews/2016/08/10/201608102000/
http://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/lpd18/Pages/USS-New-Orleans,-13th-MEU-Arrive-in-Sri-Lanka.aspx#.V6tLFigrLIV
http://srilanka.usembassy.gov/pr-27july16.html
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Annual Esala Perahera begins 

The annual Esala Perahera began on August 
8 in Kandy. The procession, also known as 
the Sri Dalada Perahera is a cultural festival 

unique to Sri Lanka. The festival which usually takes 
place in July or August pays homage to the sacred 
tooth relic of the Buddha housed at the Temple of the 
Tooth Relic - Sri Dalada Maligawa -in Kandy and at-
tracts Sri Lankans from all over the country. It is also 
a must-see in the travel itinerary of foreign visitors 
to Sri Lanka.

 World Export Development
 Forum 2016

The 16th edition of the World Export Develop-
ment Forum (WEDF) will be held  at the BMICH 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on October 12th and 13th 

2016. 
WEDF is a unique global conference and business-

to-business (B2B) matchmaking platform dedicated to 
supporting trade-led development.

As the flagship event of the International Trade Cen-
tre (ITC), WEDF brings together over 600 business 
leaders, policymakers, heads of trade and investment 
support institutions and international trade develop-
ment officials to address international competitiveness 
for developing countries.

This 16th edition of WEDF is co-hosted by ITC and 
the Ministry of Development Strategies and Interna-
tional Trade of Sri Lanka, through the Sri Lanka Ex-
port Development Board (EDB).

The WEDF will be organizing high-level panel dis-
cussions, practical workshops and B2B meetings to:
•	Get the latest on consumer trends, business strate-

gies and trade policies to navigate today’s trade en-
vironment;

•	Connect with experts on trade issues such as stand-
ards, trade facilitation and logistics;

•	Find solutions to overcome key trade barriers and 
increase competitiveness;

•	 Sign new business deals with partners from Sri 
Lanka and around the world.

More

 Lasting over ten days, the Esala 
Perahera consists of several small-
er processions, and is a visual feast 
of beautifully adorned tuskers, 
traditional and folk dances, drum-
mers, whip crackers, fireball acro-
bats, musicians decked in all their 
colourful glory.

Originating in ancient agrarian 
life in Sri Lanka, the festival has 
evolved over time into one of the 
foremost cultural legacies of the 
country. 

More

New USAID Mission Director 
Signals Surge in U.S. Development 

Assistance in Sri Lanka

Signaling a surge 
in U.S. develop-
ment assistance 

for Sri Lanka, the 
newly-arrived Dr. 
Andrew Sisson of-
ficially assumed du-
ties on July 27th  as 
the U.S. Agency for 
International De-
velopment (USAID) 
Mission Director to 
Sri Lanka and Mal-
dives.  U.S. Ambassa-
dor Atul Keshap ad-
ministered the oath of 
office in the presence 
of his wife Karen Levine and the entire USAID mis-
sion at the Embassy of the United States of America.
“We are fortunate to have Dr. Sisson manage U.S. for-
eign assistance to Sri Lanka at a time of unprecedented 
partnerships and cooperation in U.S.-Sri Lankan rela-
tions,” said Ambassador Keshap.  “His leadership and 
deep experience managing USAID programs around 
the world will allow us to effectively expand our assis-
tance to ever more people in Sri Lanka and Maldives.”

More

Dr. Sisson met with Sri Lanka’s 
Ambassador in Washington 

recently
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http://wedf.edb.gov.lk/
http://www.sridaladamaligawa.lk/Kandy-Esela-Perahara
http://srilanka.usembassy.gov/pr-28july16.html
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Sri Lanka receives WHO 
Certification for Eliminating 

Lymphatic Filariasis

Sri Lanka received certification from WHO for 
having eliminated lymphatic filariasis, one of the 
oldest and most debilitating, neglected tropical 

diseases. Sri Lanka and the Maldives are the first coun-
tries in the WHO South-East Asia Region to reach this 
public health landmark. The Minister of Health of Sri 
Lanka, Dr. Rajitha Senarathne was presented with the 
certificate of validation by the WHO Regional Director,        
Dr. Poonam Khetrapal Singh during a ceremony which 
took place in BMICH, Colombo on July 21. 

More

National Geographic Society 
Emerging Explorer Asha De Vos, 

Marine Biologist and Ocean 
Educator

The National Geographic So-
ciety’s Emerging Explorer 
Program recognizes and sup-

ports uniquely gifted and inspiring 
scientists, conservationists, story-
tellers, and innovators—explorers 

who are already making a difference and chang-
ing the world. To help the emerging explorers re-
alize their potential, National Geographic awards 
each of them $10,000 for research and exploration.
A voice for the “unorthodox” whales of Sri Lanka
 Asha de Vos has stopped at nothing in her mission to 
become a marine biologist. Low on cash after graduat-
ing from university in Scotland, she worked in potato 
fields to save money so she could travel to New Zea-

New spider species named for Sri 
Lankan-born authors Michael 

Ondaatje, Shyam Selvadurai

The National Institute of Fundamental Studies, a Sri 
Lankan research body, has named two new species 
of spiders for Sri Lankan-born Canadian authors 

Michael Ondaatje and Shyam Selvadurai, CBC reports.
Brignolia ondaatjei and Brignolia shyami, small 

goblin spiders, were discovered after a survey was con-
ducted in Sri Lanka, according to a new research pa-
per by U.G.S.L. Ranasinghe and Suresh P. Benjamin 
published in Zootaxa. Both Ondaatje and Selvadurai 
were born in Sri Lanka and currently live in Canada.

A goblin spider was also named for Sri Lan-
kan poet and writer Carl Muller, author of the tril-
ogy The Jam Fruit Tree, Yakada Yaka and Once Upon 
a Tender Time. It is called Brignolia carlmulleri.

Ondaatje is one of country’s most celebrated writ-
ers. He won the Man Booker Prize for his novel The 
English Patient, but the paper’s authors, Ranasinghe 
and Benjamin, say their favourite novel is Anil’s Ghost.

Ondaatje’s spider is a reddish-brown colour 
around 2 mm in length.

“Well I am thrilled of course, that it also happened to 
two of my favourite writers/spiders - Shyam Selvadurai 
and Carl Muller,” said Ondaatje in an email to CBC Books.

More

PAMBALA LAGOON, Sri 
Lanka (AP) — Sri Lanka's gov-
ernment and environmental-
ists are working to protect tens 
of thousands of acres of man-
grove forests — the seawater-
tolerant trees that help protect 
and build landmasses, absorb 
carbon from the environment 

and reduce the impact of natural disasters like tsunamis.
All 37,000 acres (15,000 hectares) of mangrove forests 

in Sri Lanka are now earmarked for preservation.
Researchers say at least 6,000 acres (2,428 hectares) 

were previously destroyed, mostly in the last 25 years. 
Mangroves were cleared to make room for shrimp farm-
ing, to produce salt or to make firewood. Government 
forces destroyed forests during the country’s nearly 26-
year civil war, which raged until 2009, because rebel 
fighters used them as hideouts.

More

Sri Lanka to conserve climate-
friendly mangroves ecosystem

land, where she lived in a tent for six months and worked on 
conservation projects.
She later made her way onto a whale research vessel bound 
for her native Sri Lanka by writing to the researchers every 
day for three months, until no turned into a yes. She was 
permitted to join the vessel on its trip around the globe as a 
deckhand in the Maldives. She soon became the team’s sci-
ence intern and was allowed to stay on for Sri Lanka.
On that vessel, she encountered the marine mammals she 
would eventually dub the “unorthodox whales.” The first 
and only Sri Lankan to have a Ph.D. in marine-mammal-
related research, de Vos has dedicated herself to studying 
Sri Lanka’s blue whale population and the many threats they 
face, from ship strikes to pollution. Through a Pew fellow-
ship, she is paving a way for others to follow, building what 
will be Sri Lanka’s first marine conservation research and 
education organization. —By Christina Nunez

More:www.nationalgeographic.org
www.nationalgeographic.org/projects

http://www.searo.who.int/srilanka/press_release_sri_lanka_receives_who_certification_for_eliminating_lf.pdf?ua=1
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_16B/Aug10_1470845241CH.php
https://blog.apimages.com/2016/07/26/sri-lanka-to-protect-mangroves/
http://nationalgeographic.org/projects/explorers-week/asha-de-vos/
http://nationalgeographic.org/projects/explorers-week/2016-emerging-explorers/

