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SRI LANKA CONGRATULATES THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON THE
OCCASION OF THE 240TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE
Message from the President of
Sri Lanka to the President of
the United States of America
His Excellency Barack Obama
President of the United States
of America
Your Excellency,
On behalf of the government and the people of Sri
Lanka, allow me to congratulate you, the government
and the people of the United States, as you celebrate the
momentous occasion of 240 years of independence today. The United States of America stands as a true testament to what can be achieved through human ingenuity,
perseverance and commitment to democratic practice.
The past year has seen Sri Lanka and the United
States together heralding a new chapter in our bilateral
relations. Our shared commitment to democracy and
people centric governance has served as the foundation for reinvigorating our ties. The landmark U.S. – Sri
Lanka Partnership Dialogue inaugurated in February
has laid the groundwork to build multi-faceted stronger
links between our two nations. We have been encouraged by the support expressed at all levels in the United
States for the ongoing progressive transformation in Sri
Lanka.
As amply manifested during the recent floods and
landslides that affected large parts of our island, the
United States has always been a steadfast friend to Sri
Lanka in our time of need and the assistance extended
is remembered with deep gratitude by the people of Sri
Lanka.
Sri Lanka and the United States are bound by close
ties of friendship founded on common values and expanding people to people contacts. I am confident that
our partnership will deepen further in the years to
come, enabling our peoples to benefit from this timetested friendship.
Please accept, Excellency, my best wishes for your
health, happiness and personal wellbeing and for the
continued progress and prosperity of the people of the
United States of America.
Maithripala Sirisena
President of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka

Message from the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Sri Lanka to
the Secretary of State of the
United States of America
The Honourable John F. Kerry
Secretary of State of the United States
of America
Your Excellency,
It gives me great pleasure to extend our congratulations to you and to the American people as you celebrate the landmark 240th anniversary of independence. On this day, Americans can look back with pride
at their contribution to global development and human
advancement in the modern era.
Our shared democratic values have formed the bedrock of our bilateral relations. While our ties have stood
the test of time, I am pleased with the ever increasing
engagement between our two nations since the election
of our government to office last year. Your historic visit
to Sri Lanka set the tone and direction to our reinvigorated relationship. The words of encouragement from
all our friends in the United States have continued to
inspire us as we move along on a delicate but rewarding
reform and reconciliation process. The first Partnership Dialogue between our two countries in February
marked a pivotal moment in our multifaceted ties and
special friendship.
I remain grateful for your steadfast commitment to
promote stronger relations between our two countries.
Sri Lanka stands ready to work with the United States
to bolster our cooperation and understanding on global
issues of the 21st century and to advance our mutual
interests, both bilaterally and in multilateral fora.
I wish you and your family a happy 4th of July.
Mangala Samaraweera M.P.
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka
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SPECIAL CEYLON TEA PROMOTION IN NEW YORK AND
IN WASHINGTON

R

ecognizing the importance of the ever increasing
tea market in the United States, the Sri Lanka
Embassy in Washington in collaboration with
the Sri Lanka Tea Board organized roadshows in New
York and Washington to promote Ceylon Tea with a
special focus on Brand Promotions and distinguishing
the difference in flavour, strength and aroma of the
different agro climatic regional teas of Sri Lanka.
A
Ceylon
Tea
Pavilion
at
the
Summer
Fancy
Food Show, North
America’s largest food
and beverage fair at
the Jacob K Javits
Convention Center
in New York, with the
participation of Bogawantalawa Tea Marketing (Pvt)
Ltd., Anverally & Sons (Pvt) Ltd., Euro-Scan Exports
(Pvt) Ltd., Shan Teas (Pvt) Ltd., Fresh Tea Exports (Pvt)

U.S.-Sri Lankan Relations
at a Historic High:
July 4 th Message
by U.S. Ambassador
Atul Keshap

E

ach year on July 4th, Americans
all around the world gather with
friends and family to celebrate our
Independence Day, honoring the date in
1776 when our country’s founders gathered in Philadelphia to imagine a self-governing democracy where all people, having been created
equal, would be entitled to life and liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. In that era, our founding fathers boldly articulated that their American Dream would include fundamental liberties, including freedom of religion, assembly, speech, and association. Such audacious thoughts
would lead Americans to overcome injustices like slavery
and continue our progress towards, in the words of our
Constitution, “a more perfect union.”
In my first year as U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka, I am
constantly reminded of the common principles our two
countries share that make us natural allies and partners.

Ltd., Enrich Tea & Food Export (Pvt) Ltd. and Ceylon
Tenny Teas (Pvt) Ltd, together with Sri Lanka Tea
Board displayed a wide range of value added Ceylon tea
products attracting many visitors. Minister of Planation
Industries Navin Dissanayake, Ambassador Prasad
Kariyawasam, Sri Lanka’s Permanent Representative to
the United Nations Dr Rohan Perera and Chairman of
the Sri Lanka Tea Board Rohan Pethiyagoda graced the
opening of the promotional event at this show.
A Business Networking dinner held at the Sri Lanka
Mission in New York sponsored by the Sri Lanka Tea
Board created a platform for the visiting Sri Lanka
tea
exporters
for interaction
with the key
stakeholders
of
the
tea
industry in the
United States.
Delivering the
keynote address at this event, Minister Dissanayake
stated that with the anticipated increase in tea
consumption in the United States, the Sri Lankan tea
industry can explore new business collaboration to
increase the Ceylon Tea market share in the United
States. Leading importers, distributers, tea industry
media personnel and officials of the US Tea Association
attended the business networking session.
More: www.slembassyusa.org
We applaud the dramatic transformation made possible
by Sri Lankan voters, and we appreciate the government’s
efforts to uphold and protect fundamental freedoms.
We support efforts to promote needed constitutional reform and national reconciliation so that all Sri Lankans
can enjoy equal rights, equal opportunities, and the full
benefits of post-conflict development and prosperity, regardless of their ethnicity or place of birth. As fellow
democracies bound by shared beliefs in universal freedoms, U.S.-Sri Lankan relations are at a historic high.
Our Independence Day reflects our citizens’ decision
to determine their own choices and future direction. It
was a victory led not just by visionary leaders, but by
many of their fellow citizens who fought for these freedoms. I see the same dedication in the Sri Lankan people as they seek to transform their country into a united, reconciled, peaceful, prosperous nation with equal
opportunity for all, regardless of ethnicity or religion.
Bound by our values and strong people-to-people ties,
the United States has always stood with the people of
Sri Lanka, and will work together with you to restore Sri
Lanka’s rightful place as a democratic and peaceful nation, and a strong contributor to global prosperity and
stability.
www.srilanka.usembassy.gov

2

NEWS - SRI LANKA: The Embassy of Sri Lanka

Statement by Foreign
Minister Samaraweera to
the 32nd Session of the UN
Human Rights Council

-Geneva, June 29

Mr. President, High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Excellencies, Distinguished delegates,
At the 30th Session of this Council last October,
Sri Lanka, by co-sponsoring the Resolution 30/1, ‘Promoting Reconciliation and Accountability in Sri Lanka’, broke away from the years of disengagement, selfisolation, and confrontation that preceded the election
of President Maithripala Sirisena in January 2015.
Sri Lanka, hailed at independence in 1948 as a
potential “Switzerland of the east”, was now ready to
come to terms with the many tragedies we have had
to face as a nation in the past, and move forward as a
brave new country in order to harness the peace and
prosperity that our people truly deserve.
President Sirisena, in his address to the nation on
the 68th Independence Day anniversary on 4th February this year, reiterated his commitment to fulfil the
provisions of Resolution 30/1, in working out the contours of a new Sri Lanka.
He said that Sri Lanka is committed to implement
the Resolution to protect the dignity of our State, our
People and our Security Forces and that we will implement the proposals with patience, discipline and restraint. It will be freedom, democracy and reconciliation
that will be reinforced by implementing the provisions of
the resolution.
When Sri Lanka’s unity Government marks its first
year in office in August this year, there will be many
achievements to look back on, with a certain sense of
satisfaction.
More:www.mfa.gov.lk

Sri Lankan Ambassador to U.S.
Speaks on How
LankaCorps Can Aid
Post-Conflict
Reconciliation

On May 18, The Asia
Foundation held a reception
at the Sri Lankan Embassy
in Washington, hosted by Sri
Lanka’s Ambassador to the
U.S., Prasad Kariyawasam, as
an opportunity for members of
the area’s Sri Lankan diaspora
and policy community to
learn about the Foundation’s
LankaCorps program. Over the past four years, 25
young professionals have served as LankaCorps Fellows,
a unique opportunity developed by The Asia Foundation
for young people of Sri Lankan heritage to live and work
in Sri Lanka and contribute to the dynamic, multi-

Address by Foreign Minister
Samaraweera at Opening of the
Sixth World Congress Against
the Death Penalty

-Oslo , June 22

D

e s p i t e
its widespread use,
for millennia the
death penalty has
caused
lingering
societal discomfort
and unease. Fairly
early on in history
many enlightened leaders have found the death penalty
degrading of human dignity. For example, in ancient
Sri Lanka a number of kings - influenced by the Buddha’s teaching - abolished the death penalty. In fact, for
much of the first, third, fourth and thirteenth centuries
the death penalty was not employed in Sri Lanka.
This may help explain why for nearly a century there
has been a consensus among the legislative leadership
of my country that the death penalty ought to be abolished. This consensus was based both on moral grounds
and on the ineffectiveness of the death penalty as a
deterrent. As far back as 1928 the Ceylon Legislative
Assembly voted 19 to seven in favour of a resolution
on abolishing the death penalty, which was moved by
D.S. Senanayake, who became the first Prime Minister
of Ceylon and founder of the United National Party one of Sri Lanka’s two main political parties. In the end,
abolition was only thwarted by the high-handedness of
the colonial authorities of the time.
More: www.mfa.gov.lk
ethnic nation’s post-war recovery through six-month
fellowships. Senior program officer Diana Kelly Alvord
spoke to Ambassador Kariyawasam after the event.
Sri Lanka lost significant economic ground and many
of its most skilled and educated leaders during the war. It
is now on a path to rebuilding and healing social divides
– both in-country and among its diaspora. What do you
see as the most significant areas of progress since the war
ended, and where do you see the biggest challenges ahead?
With the end of the conflict, the then-government of
Sri Lanka focused on reconstruction and rehabilitation
of the affected provinces of the North and East, including
the rehabilitation and the reintegration into society of
former Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) child
soldiers and combatants. A massive infrastructure
development drive was launched to rebuild houses,
roads, bridges, schools, and medical facilities in these
areas, as well as clearing of large tracts of land from
landmines to allow the return of IDP’s to their homes.
More: www.asiafoundation.org
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AMBASSADOR Kariyawasam BRIEFS ON THE ONGOING
RECONCILIATION PROCESS ON CAPITOL HILL

D

elivering remarks at a panel discussion on
ongoing constitutional reforms in Sri Lanka
at the United States Capitol Hill Congress
building, Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam said the task
at hand is to agree on a constitution that is acceptable
to the majority of every community in Sri Lanka, and
this requires great compromises. Observing that thirty
years of suffering due to the conflict cannot be undone
in one year, he appealed for patience and tenacity of all
well-wishers of Sri Lanka, and calling to support the
expansion of the leverage of moderates to take forward
the reconciliation process, which now includes a

constitutional reforms process.
Along with Tamil National Alliance Member
of Parliament M.A. Sumanthiran, Ambassador
Kariyawasam was a guest panelist at the June 14 briefing
organized by the “Congressional Caucus for Ethnic
and Religious Freedom in Sri Lanka”. The event was
moderated by Sadhanand Dhume of the American
Enterprise Institute, a Washington-based think tank. The
Caucus is an initiative launched by Representatives Bill
Johnson of Ohio and Danny Davis of Illinois, members of
the United States House of Representatives in November,
2013.
The Ambassador provided an overview of the measures
taken by Sri Lanka to promote its two-pronged policy of
reconciliation and development since the January 2015
election of the current government and reiterated in
detail, measures taken by the government to vindicate its
commitment to these processes and explained the several
challenges that militate against government efforts.
More: www.slembassyusa.org

Ambassador Kariyawasam briefs Members
of the House of Representatives
Continuing to update members of the U.S. Congress on developments in Sri Lanka, Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam
met with the following members of the House of Representatives before summer recess:
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SRI Lanka ranks 50th in
Human capital Index,
bright spot for
South Asia region
Sri Lanka was ranked at 50th position globally on the
Human Capital Index, which quantifies how 130 countries are developing and deploying their human capital,
and tracks progress over time.
The report says Sri Lanka, with an overall score of
71.69 is the bright spot for the South Asia region. The
country benefits from strong educational enrolment and
basic education completion rates as well as positive perceptions of the quality of its primary schools and education system overall (23rd on both).
More: www.weforum.org

Large numbers visit the
President’s House

F

or the first time in history, the President's House
in Colombo opened its doors to the public from
June 8-14, allowing a large number of visitors,
including school children to visit this historical building.
The President’s House has been the official residence
of the leader of the country for more than two hundred
years. This has been the residence of one Dutch Governor,
30 British Governors, two Sri Lankan Governors and
seven Presidents of Sri Lanka.
More: www.president.gov.lk

Robb Report:This Exclusive
Retreat in Sri Lanka Is One of
the World’s Best Villa Rentals

- By Cynthia Rosenfeld
Robb Report’s June “Best of
the Best” issue is on newsstands
now! Here is the best villa rental
for 2016. Selection guidelines:
Honorees must have debuted,
or relaunched after extensive
renovations, since March 2015.
This 15-bedroom estate on Sri Lanka’s central south
coast leaves nothing to be desired. From ayurvedic
spa treatments and yoga sessions to cooking classes
and tennis lessons, Àni Villas has curated a true resort
experience within the exclusive setting of a private
home.
More: www.robbreport.com

Sri Lanka Parliament passes
Right to Information Bill

Sri Lanka’s Parliament has passed the Right to
Information (RTI) bill with amendments on June 24.
The main purpose of the bill is to provide for the
right of access to information, to specify grounds on
which access may be denied, to establish the Right to
Information Commission, to appoint information
officers and to set out the procedure and for matters
connected with it.
Subject to the provisions of section 5 of this Act, every
citizen shall have a right of access to information which
is in the possession, custody or control of a public
authority.
The Right to Information bill was first presented to
Parliament on the 24th of March 2016, and the amended
bill was presented in Parliament on 23rd June for the
second reading.
More: www.lankabusinessonline.com

Sri Lanka to Modernize
Agriculture to Create Jobs,
Access Markets and Increase
Productivity

T

he World Bank has approved a $125 million
credit from the International Development
Association (IDA) to assist Sri Lanka
in modernizing its agriculture sector to become
more efficient and attractive as a modern business,
more responsive to consumer demand, and more
environmentally sustainable and resilient to climate
change. The project will be implemented through
the Ministry of Primary Industries, the Ministry of
Agriculture, and five participating provinces, including
the Northern, Eastern, Central, North-Central and Uva
Provinces.
More: www.worldbank.org

Sri Lanka's Best Escape Is the
One Farthest from the Beach
-By Jen Murphy

Travelers
began
returning to Sri Lanka
after the country's
25-year civil war
ended in 2009, but
most headed for the
beach. Now British
photographer Robert
Drummond and his wife, Lara Baumann, are luring
visitors a mile into the serene interior with Tri, which
sits on six lush acres on the north shore of Koggala, the
country’s largest natural lake.
The property is a collection of eight sleekly designed
stand-alone suites—with plants growing on their
rooftops—and a main house with a 40-foot tower; every
bedroom has a view of the water.
More:www.outsideonline.com
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