
 
 

 cccc Help the flood affected. Abeywickrama said they 

handed over an appeal in this regard to IFRC President 

Kon   
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SRI LANKA’S LIES AGREED 

UPON SCREENED IN U.S. 

CONGRESS 

 
Dr. Rajitha Senarathna (far left), Sri Lanka’s 

Minister of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources 

Development, describes development projects in 

Northern Sri Lanka during a meeting on Sri Lanka 

in the U.S. Capitol building. Also pictured are (right 

to left) Author Ru Freeman, Ambassador Jaliya 

Wickramasuriya and Raymond Vickery, a South 

Asia expert. 

 

WASHINGTON (Nov. 3, 2011) – The Sri 

Lankan Congressional Caucus and Embassy of 

Sri Lanka sponsored the Nov. 2 screening of 

the video “Lies Agreed Upon,” – a rebuttal of 

allegations made about the end of Sri Lanka’s 

conflict against terrorist by a British news 

program. 

 

The screening included a panel discussion of 

Sri Lanka’s 26-year-conflict against the 

terrorist group Liberation Tigers of Tamil 

Eelam and reconciliation and redevelopment 

efforts since government forces defeated the 

LTTE in May 2009. 

 

 

 
Rep. Jack Kingston, (R-Ga.), discusses post-

conflict development and close U.S.-Sri 

Lankan strategic ties during a Nov. 2 event on 

Sri Lanka in the U.S. Congress. 

 

The event was attended by a large, 

representative gathering, including 

NGOs, human rights groups, 

congressional staff members, 

professionals and members of the Sri 

Lankan community. 

 

 
Rep. Robert Aderholt, (R-Ala.), co-chair of the 

Sri Lanka Congressional Caucus, addressing a 

gathering on post-conflict Sri Lanka in the 

U.S. Congress. 

 

“This is an important opportunity for both 

sides to be heard,” said U.S. Congressman 

Robert Aderholt, (R-Ala.), a co-chair of the 

Sri Lankan Congressional Caucus. The 

caucus’ other chairman, Congressman 

Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.). 
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Apart from the screening, guests and 
Congressional staff members also viewed 
portions of a speech by Defense Secretary Mr. 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa on the release of the 
Defense Ministry’s report: Humanitarian 
Operations Factual Analysis July 2006 to May 
2009. Copies of the report and the “Lies Agreed 
Video” CDs were made available to all guests. 
 
Congressman Jack Kingston, (R-GA.), who was 
one of three members of Congress who recently 
visited Sri Lanka, also spoke during the 
screening. 
 
“I had a casual conversation with a police 
officer,” Congressman Kingston said of his visit. 
“He said, ‘Things are different now. We are 
getting back to normal. You can go to the 
market place again. We are so happy and 
pleased.’ This was an off the record comment, 
and what it did framed up so much of what I 
walked away with.” 
 
-          Embassy of Sri Lanka 

 
SRI LANKA TOPS SOUTH 
ASIA IN HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT  
 
Sri Lanka has emerged first in South Asia in 
terms of human development according to the 
latest Human Development Report issued by 
the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP).  
 
Sri Lanka ranks 97th in the world and first in 
South Asia in the Human Development Index 
rankings disclosed on Friday in the Human 
Development Report 2011 titled “Sustainability 
and Equity: A Better Future for All”.  
 
The closest to Sri Lanka in South Asia was the 
Maldives which ranked 109. India ranked 134th 
while Pakistan was 145th. Bangladesh (146), 
Nepal (157), Bhutan (141) and Afghanistan 

(172) were the other South Asian countries 
featured in the comprehensive Report. 
Significantly, war-torn Afghanistan was only 
four places lower than lowest-ranked Guinea-
Bissau (176th).  
 
Norway ranked first in the world while Australia 
was second and the Netherlands, third. Among 
Sri Lanka’s non-SAARC regional neighbors, 
Singapore was ranked 26, Malaysia (61), 
Thailand (103) and UAE (30).  
 
Sri Lanka now belongs to the Medium Human 
Development range in the report and with the 
cutoff point to this category at 95, analysts 
expect the country to migrate the next higher 
category (High Human Development) in a 
couple of years. According to the Report, Sri 
Lanka has recorded commendable indices 
across the board, with the Human Development 
Index at 0.691. (Norway’s HDI is 0.943).  
 
Among the other indices which enabled Sri 
Lanka to top South Asia are: Life expectancy at 
birth (74.9 years); expected years of schooling 
(12.7) and Gross National Income Per Capita 
(US$ 4,943). Sri Lanka has recorded an 
improvement of several places compared to the 
previous years.  
 
-          Sunday Observer 

 
THOUSANDS OF LAMPS ON 
"DEEPAVALI" NIGHT  
 
In a special festival organized in the Jaffna city, 
Headquarters Security Forces - Jaffna (SF-J) 
joined Jaffna Hindus to celebrate "Deepavali" 
festival on Wednesday (26) evening.  
 
 Commander SF-J Major General Mahinda 
Hathurusinghe along with Government Agent 
Jaffna Mrs. Emelda Sukumar, Mayoress Jaffna 
Mrs. Y. Pathgunarasa and a host of 
distinguished guests ceremoniously lit the oil 
lamps on the Hospital road.  



 
 

 At the same time, all main streets in the city 
were lit with coconut oil lamps and electric 
bulbs illuminating the whole area amidst 
drizzle. Soldiers serving in different parts of the 
peninsula joined the civilians in respective areas 
to light up the streets and the surroundings in 
the evening.  
 
-  Ministry of Defense 
 
 

UN CHIEF, TEAM PLEASED 
WITH SL'S POST-WAR 
RECONCILIATION PROCESS  
 
United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki- Moon, 
his Chief of Staff Vijay Nambiar and former UK 
Defence Secretary Liam Fox have reportedly 
commended Sri Lanka's resettlement and 
rehabilitation process, during a meeting with Sri 
Lanka's Human Rights Special Envoy, Minister 
Mahinda Samarasinghe in New York yesterday.  
 
The meeting was held as part of the UN's 
ongoing dialogue with the Sri Lankan 
government about accountability issues 
centered on human rights and post war 
reconciliation process, Minister Samarasinghe's 
aides told the Daily News from New York 
yesterday.  
 
Minister Samarasinghe was in New York 
attending the meeting of the Social, 
Humanitarian and Cultural Affairs Committee of 
the 66th session of the UN General Assembly.  
 
Moon had said that he was pleased with the 
action taken to release LTTE cadres after 
rehabilitating them.  
 
Fox and Nambiar had reportedly praised the 
government for its speedy recovery after the 
war in terms of resettling those who have been 
internally displaced by the war.  
 

Minister Samarasinghe had told Moon, Fox and 
Nambiar that the government has started a 
national dialogue with all political parties to 
achieve an amicable solution to their problems 
after the war.  
 
He apprised Moon about the progress the 
government has achieved in the sphere of 
national integration and reconciliation after the 
war. He also mentioned the supportive role 
played by the Security Forces to speed up the 
resettlement process in the North and East.  
 
He told the UN Chief that the government is 
committed to protect the human rights of all 
communities in Sri Lanka.  
 
-  Daily News 
 

 
HYPOCRISY AND THE WEST 

 
AFTER days of shelling during which untold 
numbers of diehard loyalists and unfortunate 
civilians were traumatised, maimed and killed, 
the despised dictator was cornered like an 
exhausted fox at the end of the hunt. How he 
took the bullet that killed him was disputed—in 
crossfire, the confusion of battle, or in what 
amounted to an execution. But so what? It was 
kinder than the lingering, agonising death he 
deserved and he was better dead than alive. 
Whoever pulled the trigger should be counted a 
hero, not investigated as a war-criminal. This 
was a time for rejoicing: a war over at last, and 
one of the great villains of the past half-century 
rendered incapable of causing further cruelty. 
 
The death of Velupillai Prabhakaran in May 
2009 marked the definitive victory of the Sri 
Lankan army in a war that had dragged on for 
26 years and entailed the deaths of tens of 
thousands of civilians. He ran his fief of 
“liberated” Sri Lanka with an iron fist, 
systematically wiping out his ethnic-Tamil 



 
 

opponents, as he commandeered a monopoly 
on Tamil resentment at rule by a Sri Lankan 
government dominated by ethnic Sinhalese. 
Prabhakaran’s Tamil Tigers were pioneers of 
suicide-bombing, and notorious for the cyanide 
pills they wore as an alternative to capture and 
torture. He waged terror overseas, notably in 
India, where his agents assassinated a former 
prime minister, Rajiv Gandhi, in 1991. And Tamil 
expatriates around the world were bullied and 
frightened into providing him with finance. 
 
Yet the end of the war in Sri Lanka was marked 
by little of the celebratory tone that has marked 
some of the reporting of the death of 
Muammar Qaddafi this month. A few days 
before the Sri Lankan army’s final victory, 
President Barack Obama had called on it to stop 
using heavy weaponry in civilian areas. And 
when victory came, there was almost 
immediate condemnation of the tactics the Sri 
Lankan army had used in the final months of 
the war; calls for war-crimes inquiries predated 
the last battle, and persist to this day. Over 
Libya, there was no such call for restraint in the 
battle for Sirte, and on Qaddafi’s death, Mr 
Obama was quick to hail “the end of a long and 
painful chapter for the people of Libya”. 
 
So it is not surprising that some commentators 
in Sri Lanka have been offended by the 
triumphalist tone of some of the Western 
coverage of the end of Muammar Qaddafi. 
Jehan Perera, a brave liberal voice who has 
constantly called for accountability in Sri Lanka, 
asked why there has been so little 
condemnation of the conduct of the last phase 
of the war in Libya, from either governments or 
human-rights watchdogs. His gloomy 
conclusion: “Undoubtedly a big part of the 
reason is that the very countries in the forefront 
of the war in Libya are also those that are the 
proponents of human rights.” 
 
It is not just in Sri Lanka that the hypocrisy of 
Western attitudes has rankled. In China, a 
commentary in Global Times, a Beijing 
newspaper, highlighted another aspect of it: 

“The more urgent question is why the countries 
that led a righteous crusade against Qaddafi, 
and rightly or wrongly are now triumphing in his 
defeat, are the very same that up until recently 
were busy trying to be his friends?”  So, of 
course, was China. But two hypocrites do not 
make a right. 
 
The assassination in Pakistan in May of Osama 
bin Laden, without the Pakistani government’s 
knowledge, let alone permission, and the 
Western-backed onslaught on Sirte which 
culminated in the death of Qaddafi leave an 
impression of double standards. Both men did 
great evil. Both deserved to face justice. But the 
way the American administration has, in one 
case, arranged their killing, and in both, reacted 
to their deaths, suggests that their crime was 
not to kill huge numbers of people. Rather, it 
was to kill—over Lockerbie, in New York, 
Washington and Pennsylvania—huge numbers 
of Americans. Of course, a different standard 
applies when you take on the superpower. But 
this superpower and its allies seek to assert 
their standards and values as universal. 
 
-  Economist 
(Full article: 
http://www.economist.com/blogs/banyan/201
1/10/hypocrisy-and-west) 
 

WORLD BANK: SRI LANKA 
SOUTH ASIA’S MOST 
BUSINESS-FRIENDLY NATION 

 



 
 

While the business climate in South Asian 
countries is improving, excessive 
regulations mean it is far from easy for local 
entrepreneurs to run their businesses here, 
according to a new report by the World 
Bank. 

A recent World Bank report estimated that 
Sri Lanka was South Asia’s most business-
friendly country. Pictured, Sri Lankan 10 
rupee coins. Although India is one of the 
world’s fastest-growing major economies, 
the report reminds us that it’s not that 
business-friendly. The South Asian giant 
ranked 132 out of 183 countries in terms of 
how easy it is to do business. This was 
worse than most other countries in the 
region and all other “BRIC” countries: China 
stood at No. 91, Russia at No. 120 and Brazil 
at No. 126. Still, India improved from last 
year, when it stood seven notches lower. It 
helped that it made it easier for firms to pay 
taxes through the introduction of electronic 
filing and payment for value added tax, the 
report said. 

Sri Lanka fared far better: it climbed nine 
places in the rankings to 89. Sri Lanka was 
rewarded for having lowered the corporate 
income tax, among others, and for 
strengthening protections for investors. 
Overall, the World Bank said that all South 
Asian countries benefited from improving 
the access entrepreneurs have to business 
regulations and suggested they do more in 
this direction. 

“One route is new technology, which is 
increasingly used by governments to 
provide electronic services for filing taxes or 
registering businesses. This not only 
enhances efficiency but opens 
opportunities to increase transparency,” 
Sylvia Solf, the report’s lead author, said in 
a note to the press. 

-Wall Street Journal Asia 

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2011/1
0/20/south-asia%E2%80%99s-most-
business-friendly-country-sri-
lanka/?mod=google_news_blog 

PRESIDENT RETURNS AFTER 

SUCCESSFUL TOUR  
 

President Mahinda Rajapaksa returned to the 

island Oct. 31 after successfully completing his 

tour to Australia to attend the Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) held 

from October 28 to 30 in Perth.  

 

Themed 'Building National Resilience, Building 

Global Resilience', CHOGM 2011 brought 

together 54 world leaders representing 

approximately one-quarter of the world's 

countries and one-third of the world's 

population.  

 

During his visit, President Rajapaksa met with 

Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard and 

apprised her of the current development 

ventures in Sri Lanka, and the progress in the 

resettlement of Internally Displaced Persons 

(IDPs) in the North.  

 

He also delivered the key note address at the 

Commonwealth Business Forum in Burswood 

Complex, in Burswood on October 27.  

 

CHOGM 2011 concluded in Perth on October 

30, with the leaders of 54 nations agreeing to 

hold the next meeting in Colombo in 2013 as 

proposed. Addressing the concluding session, 

President Rajapaksa invited the state leaders to 

participate in the forthcoming CHOGM in Sri 

Lanka.  

Courtesy: President Media Unit 
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