
 
 

 cccc Help the flood affected. Abeywickrama said they 

handed over an appeal in this regard to IFRC President 

Kon   
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SRI LANKA CRICKET WORLD CUP FINAL 

 Dilshan tells of "High hopes" and "full   

credit to India."  

 

(BBC exclusive) 

Dilshan: The team had high hopes of winning 
the World Cup but it is very sad that we lost to 

India in the final.  

I have only taken part in two World Cups, but it 
is sad - really a very bad feeling - that Sri Lanka 

were runners-up on both occasions.  

Full credit to India. India played better cricket, 
they outplayed us in all three areas - batting, 
bowling and fielding.  

I would have been happy with my performance 
had I stayed in for 10 more overs and built a 
better partnership with captain Kumar 

Sangakkara.  

After Upul Tharanga went early, as a result of 
Zaheer Khan's superb bowling, I was forced to 
take a step back and made sure I stayed in. If I 
had stuck with my natural game and played 
aggressive shots, there was a danger of India 

taking my wicket.  

 

I think it was the most unfortunate 
occasion I got out during the tournament. 
The ball did not touch the bat - it hit my 
armguard, my pad and then hit the 
stumps. 

I am sure had I stayed in a bit longer, we 
would have scored more than 300 which 
in turn might have changed the final 

result.  

Former England captain Michael Vaughan 
has suggested Sangakkara or India captain 
Mahendra Dhoni may have pretended they 
didn't hear the call first time as the toss 

was made.  

I don't know what exactly happened, but 
according to Sangakkara, they did not 
hear it as the thousands of fans started 

cheering.  

Sangakkara usually calls 'heads' and he did 
the same for the final, but Dhoni and the 

match referee Jeff Crowe did not hear it.  

We made four changes to the team that 
played the semi-final against New 
Zealand. Angelo Mathews was injured, 
but we made all the changes in good faith 

in order to win the game.  

It was a collective decision, the whole 
team discussed the changes on Friday, 
and the responsibility is shared by all the 
members of the team. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES TAKE OFFICE 

 

The newly elected 212 local government 
representatives of the UPFA took oaths before 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa in a ceremony 
held at Temple Trees a short while ago. 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa led the UPFA to 
secure an overwhelming mandate at the Local 
Government Elections 2011, winning 205 local 
bodies from 234 in which elections were held. 
Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi (ITAK) has come 
second winning twelve Councils, including 
Mannar Urban Council, Vavuniya PS, Manthai 
East PS, Trincomalee UC and Naveenthanveli 
PS. 
 
The highest voter turnout was reported from 
Anuradhapura , Polonnaruwa and Hambantota 
districts which exceeded 60 percent. 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa told the newly 
appointed United Peoples Freedom Alliance 
(UPFA) and allied parties’ Local Government 
heads to uphold the people’s trust, maintain 
integrity and be fair in judgment in developing 
the villages. 
 
President Rajapaksa said so yesterday (29) at 
Temple Trees after handing over appointment 
letters to the Heads of the 205 local 
government bodies won by the ruling UPFA and 
allied parties. 
 
 
 

 
                 

 

 
 
SRI LANKA ECONOMY GROWS 8.6-PCT 
IN 4Q, TREND CONTINUES 
2011 (LBO) - Sri Lanka's economy grew 8.6 
percent in the fourth quarter of 2010, up from 
6.1 percent a year earlier and also higher than 
the 8.0 percent estimated for the third 
quarter, the government's statistics office said. 
The office said the economy grew 8.0 percent 
during the full year 2010. In the fourth quarter 
the gross domestic product deflator, a broad 
measure of inflation rose 7.8 percent in the 
quarter, from a year earlier.  
Agriculture grew 6.3 percent from 5.5 percent 
a year earlier. Tea had fallen 1.0 percent withy 
low country output falling. Value addition in 
rubber has grown 15.1 percent with strong 
prices helping. 
Industry grew 8.9 percent up from 7.3 percent 
a year earlier. The statistics office said 
manufacturing grew 8.2 percent and mining 
and quarrying 15.8 percent.  
Services, which is the largest part of the 
economy, grew 8.8 percent, up from 5.6 
percent a year earlier. Hotels and restaurants 
grew 41 percent, transport and 
telecommunications 11.9 percent, banking, 
insurance and real estate 7.9 percent and 
wholesale and retail trade by 8.4 percent.  
 

  



 
 

 

The newly constructed building for Jaffna district 
Department of Probation and Childcare Services 
was declared open recently.  

The building was constructed at a cost of Rs. 3 
million, which was funded by the ENReP Project. 
Senior official of the Department of Probation 
and Childcare Services said that a training 
institute for probation officers and childcare 
officers is also in established in the same 
premises. 

The new building was declared open under the 
patronage of Northern Governor Maj Gen G.A 
Chandrasiri on 24th March.  Mr. A Sivaswamy, 
Chief Secretary of the Northern Provincial 
Council, Mr. S Rangarajah, Secretary to the 
Governor, Mrs. R Wijialudchumi, Secretary to the 
Ministry of Local Government and Social Welfare 
of Northern Province and other Officers of the 

Department of Probation and Childcare were 
present at this occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Development Minister Basil Rajapaksa on Jan. 

24 said that the Diaspora’s behaviour should help to 

recover the people who had faced untold hardships and 

obstacles under the clutches of LTTE terrorists.  

 

The Minister was speaking at a meeting with members of 

British Commonwealth Diaspora and second generation 

youths of Sri Lankans domiciled in the UK. Conservative 

Party member Andrew Mitchell and British Labour Party 

member John Mann were present. The meeting was held 

at Presidential Secretariat yesterday. 

The Minister explained the resettlement of people who 

were displaced by the terrorist atrocities in the North and 

the challenges faced by the Government in the 

resettlement process.  

Minister Rajapaksa added that the resettlement drive is 

nearing completion and the Government has started the 

recovery phase of the development. 

The Minister added that there is conducive environment 

in the country for investment. He asked them to visit any 

part of the country stressing that their reporting over the 

country’s present situation should be actual. 

  NEW BUILDING FOR JAFFNA DISTRICT PROBATION AND CHILDCARE SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 

  

                                          

U.S. COMPANIES TOUR SRI LANKA FOR BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES: ENTHUSIASTIC 

RESPONSE ON TOUR ORGANIZED BY AMBASSADOR                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

COLOMBO (March 31, 2011) -- An enthusiastic group of top United States corporations visited Sri Lanka 

earlier this week accompanied by Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to the U.S. Jaliya Wickramasuriya to pursue 

business opportunities. 

The delegation, which included such notable companies as Boeing, John Deere, Coca Cola, AECOM, 

Transinnova, AGL Partners and Venture Global Partners, was welcomed in Sri Lanka by a number of 

members of the Government, including Ministers and Secretaries.   

The delegation paid a courtesy call on His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa on March 30, 2011.    
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