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Following his visit to attend the Open Government Partner-
ship (OGP) Summit in Mexico City, Deputy Minister of For-
eign Affairs Dr. Harsha De Silva, visited Washington DC on 
October 30, with a view to further promoting United States-
Sri Lanka bilateral relations, in particular on economic and 
business matters. During his visit, he met senior officials of 
the US State Department, US Department of Treasury, US 
Department of Commerce, Office of Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC) as well as the World Bank.

During his discussions with US officials, Dr. De Silva empha-
sized the importance of further promoting economic and 
business relations with the United States in light of the path 

breaking transformation taking place in Sri Lanka in terms 
of political reforms and addressing accountability issues. He 
discussed with US senior officials ways and means to achieve 
these objectives with the tools available and being designed by 
both countries.

During his stay in Washington, the Deputy Minister visited 
the newly opened Chancery building of the Embassy, becom-
ing the first official visitor from Sri Lanka to visit the premises. 
Addressing the staff on this occasion, Dr. De Silva, alluding to 
the policies of the Government, emphasized the need to fur-
ther promote both political and economic relations with the 
United States for the benefit of the people of both countries.

Sri Lanka was elected to the Executive Board of the 
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) on November 11th, 2015 
during the 38th General Conference in Paris. Sri Lanka 
was one of six countries that qualified to serve on the 
Executive Board from the Asia and Pacific Group for 
the period 2015-2019, having received 149 out of 186 
votes at the election in which there were eight candi-
date countries. The countries which were elected to the 
Executive Board from the Asia and Pacific Group with 
Sri Lanka are Malaysia, Viet Nam, Republic of Korea, 
Pakistan, and Iran.
This is the first election to a UN Specialised Agency that 
Sri Lanka contested for, under the leadership of Presi-
dent Maithripala Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe. The decision to pursue membership 
in the UNESCO Executive Board was a manifestation 
of the Government’s policy of renewing engagement 
with the international community and a reaffirma-
tion of the principles of the Government. Such prin-
ciples include strengthening democracy and good 

governance, ensuring justice, liberty, equality, freedom 
and dignity for all aimed at achieving a durable peace 
and the harmonious celebration and preservation of 
Sri Lanka’s multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-ethnic 
and multilingual character which are in line with the 
purposes and principles of UNESCO. The vision en-
shrined in the UNESCO Charter of building peace in 
the minds of people is in fact the vision which is at the 
heart of the Government’s own mission to unite the 
hearts and minds of the people of Sri Lanka through 
reconciliation.
The Government of Sri Lanka is grateful to the mem-
ber countries represented in the General Conference of 
UNESCO for the opportunity provided to serve on the 
Executive Board at this historic juncture and commits 
to make every endeavour to work with all member 
countries of UNESCO in the implementation of the 
Organization’s policies and programmes.
Sri Lanka has served on the Executive Board previously 
from 1968-1974, 1987-1991 and from 2003-2011.

DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
VISITS WASHINGTON DC

SRI LANKA ELECTED TO THE UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD

SRI LANKA MOURNS 
THE DEMISE OF THE 
MOST VENERABLE 

MADULUWAWE 
SOBITHA THERO

The Most Venerable Madu-
luwawe Sobitha Thero, Chief 
Prelate of the Kotte Naga Vi-
hara Buddhist Temple in Sri 
Lanka, passed away on Novem-
ber 8th, 2015.  His funeral was 
held with full state honours on 
November 12th.  In recognition 
of his trailblazing role in the 
promotion of democracy and 
good governance, national rec-
onciliation, religious harmony 
and social justice, the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka declared No-
vember 12th, a Day of National 
Mourning in his honour.   
The Most Venerable Madu-
luwawe Sobitha Thero mo-
bilized and gave leadership 
to diverse political forces and 
social groups to revitalize the 
democratic political traditions 
of Sri Lanka in the recent past. 
The National Movement for a 
Just Society, the broad-based 
socio-political movement 
spearheaded by the Thero, 
steadfastly promoted democ-
racy, rule of law, accountability 
and transparency in Sri Lanka 
and played a catalytic role in the 
transformation that took place 
in Sri Lanka this year.   
The Most Venerable Madulu-
wawe Sobitha Thero was born 
on May 9th, 1942 to a rural 
family in Sri Lanka’s Western 
province. He entered the Bud-
dha Sasana as a novice in 1955 
and obtained higher ordination 
(Upasampada) in 1962.  
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Following an event hosted by the Asian Pacific 
Forum and Georgetown University’s Asian 
Studies Program, the Georgetown Journal of 
International Affairs sat down with H.E. Mr. 
Prasad Kariyawasam, the Sri Lankan Ambassa-
dor to the United States, to discuss the country’s 
recent presidential election, developments in 
democratic reforms, and foreign relations.

GJIA: What contributed to former President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s defeat in the January 2015 
election?

PK: The people of Sri Lanka wanted a change 

in leadership style. They wanted to turn the 
country away from President Rajapaksa’s highly 
executive-style of governance. Although Presi-
dent Rajapaksa gained appreciation and popu-
larity by defeating terrorism in Sri Lanka and 
ending a long and brutally violent civil conflict, 
governance remained the main issue in the lat-
est election.

GJIA: What are the biggest challenges facing the 
development of Sri Lankan democracy?

PK: Going forward, Sri Lankan democracy 
requires two things. First, the reconciliation 
process that started after defeating terrorism 
must continue more efficiently and steadfastly. 
Second, both economic and political reforms 
that decrease the power of the executive and 
strengthen democratic institutions must con-
tinue.

GJIA: Will a more open democracy in Sri Lan-
ka serve to heal or exacerbate the tensions from 
the twenty-five year civil war?

PK: Sri Lanka’s democracy has been robust, but 
the 1978 constitution concentrated the lion’s 
share of power in the executive branch. By the 
1990s, people rejected that style of govern-
ance in favor of a new government. The 19th 

Amendment to the Constitution under the 
new government has helped make Sri Lankan 
democracy more inclusive and people-centric. 
Such reforms will contribute positively to the 
social stability and economic development of 
the country.

GJIA: What does the future hold for Sino-Sri 
Lankan relations?

PK: Sri Lanka has enjoyed a fruitful and mul-
tifaceted relationship with the People’s Republic 
of China that has withstood the test of time. Our 
friendly relations continue today more as a ro-
bust commercial partnership. Our economic 
ties with China are particularly strong. Our rela-
tionship with China will continue to grow in the 
future on this basis.

H.E. Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam is the Ambas-
sador for Sri Lanka to the United States of 
America and the designated Ambassador to 
Mexico. Ambassador Kariyawasam joined the 
Sri Lankan Foreign Service in 1981 and has held 
diplomatic assignments in Geneva, Riyadh, 
Washington, New Delhi, and New York. He is 
also the Permanent Observer of Sri Lanka to the 
Washington-based Organization of American 
States (OAS).

THE TRAJECTORY OF SRI LANKA’S DEMOCRACY: 
FIVE MINUTES WITH AMBASSADOR PRASAD KARIYAWASAM

SRI LANKA JOINS THE OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP

Sri Lanka endorsed the Open Government Declaration commit-
ting “to foster a global culture of open government that empowers 
and delivers for citizens, and advances the ideals of open and par-
ticipatory 21st century government,” thereby becoming the new-
est participating country of the Open Government Partnership 
(OGP). Sri Lanka is the only South Asian participating country 
in the OGP and joins other countries in the Asian region such as 
Indonesia, Mongolia, Philippines and Republic of Korea.

The Open Government Partnership is a multilateral initiative by 
the United States launched in 2011 to provide an international 
platform for domestic reformers committed to making their gov-
ernments more open, accountable, and responsive to citizens. 
From its initial 8 countries – Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, Norway, 
Philippines, South Africa, United Kingdom, United States – the 
OGP has now grown to 69 participating countries, encompass-
ing countries of both the developed and developing world. OGP 
aims to secure concrete commitments from governments to pro-
mote transparency, empower citizens, fight corruption and har-
ness new technologies to strengthen governance. In the spirit of 
multi-stakeholder collaboration, OGP is overseen by a Steering 
Committee, which includes representatives of governments and 
civil society organizations.
Welcoming Sri Lanka as a new member of the OGP, Minister of 
Justice Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, who headed the Sri Lankan del-
egation to the OGP Global Summit held from October 27-29 in 
Mexico City, was accorded the honour of being the first plenary 
speaker at the inauguration presided over by Mexican President 
Enrique Peña Nieto. 
Addressing the plenary Minister Rajapakshe said that “the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka has decided to join the OGP, extending recently initi-
ated good governance practices towards an open government and that 
“the Open Government Declaration that Sri Lanka has just endorsed is 
very much in line with our government’s vision for Sri Lanka.”
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SRI LANKA SUBSCRIBES TO 

THE IMF’S SPECIAL DATA DISSEMINATION STANDARD
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
affirmed Sri Lanka’s subscription to the Special 
Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) on 3 
November 2015. This is a milestone in the im-
provement of Sri Lanka’s macroeconomic sta-
tistics to a higher standard. Sri Lanka becomes 
the 66th jurisdiction in the world and the 12th 
in the Asia and Pacific region to subscribe to 
the SDDS.

Emergence of SDDS 
Non availability of timely data and data defi-
ciencies in many economies contributed sub-
stantially to delays in taking corrective action 
that could have prevented and/or minimised 
the damage caused by the financial crises that 
took place in mid 1990s. Considering this, the 
IMF launched two data transparency stand-
ards: the SDDS in 1996 and the General Data 
Dissemination System (GDDS) in 1997.

The SDDS intends to guide member econo-
mies that have, or might seek, access to inter-
national capital markets in the provision of 
their economic and financial data to the public. 

The GDDS is a statistical framework to guide 
member economies with Economic Research 
Department less developed statistical systems 
to evaluate their data improvement needs and 
setting priorities.

An economy can benefit from adopting the 
SDDS in numerous ways, mainly through con-
sistency in data compilation, improved data 
quality and transparency. Studies have shown 
that major benefits accrued from subscription 
to the SDDS include lower sovereign bond 
spreads, lower exchange rate volatility, favour-
able credit ratings, higher investment returns 
and lower spreads for corporate borrowers.

Sri Lanka’s path to the SDDS
Sri Lanka participated in the GDDS, which 
specifies 24 data categories covering real sector, 
fiscal sector, financial sector and external sec-
tor, since July 2000 and commenced working 
towards achieving SDDS status in 2012. The 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL), as the co-
ordinating agency for implementing the SDDS 
in Sri Lanka, has been working in collaboration 

with other data dissemination authorities such 
as the Ministry of Finance and the Department 
of Census and Statistics, to make the subscrip-
tion to the SDDS a success.

Sri Lanka has satisfied all the SDDS require-
ments in relation to the dissemination of re-
quired data categories in accordance with the 
prescribed coverage, periodicity and timeli-
ness. In addition, Sri Lanka has published the 
metadata templates and the ARC, specifying 
the release dates for all data categories as per the 
SDDS requirements. The NSDP has been pub-
lished on the CBSL website with data pertaining 
to all data categories (latest data as well as his-
torical data series) together with the metadata 
templates and the ARC to enable data users to 
access data conveniently. A successful trial run 
was carried out under the close monitoring of 
the IMF since March 2015, which confirmed 
Sri Lanka’s commitment to providing statistics 
as per the SDDS requirements.

He said, “as Sri Lanka joins the OGP, we 
recognize that the threshold required to be 
a truly open government has been raised. 
This makes us even more determined to 
walk this path together with participating 
states of the OGP and civil society mem-
bers, learning from your experiences, and 
obtaining expertise whenever necessary 
to build our own capacities, to reach the 
required benchmarks. And as our govern-
ment has already demonstrated, we keep 

our promises.”
The first step towards full OGP participa-
tion is meeting the OGP eligibility crite-
ria. In order to be eligible to participate in 
OGP, governments must demonstrate a 
minimum level of commitment to open 
government principles in four key areas 
of Fiscal Transparency, Access to Informa-
tion, Income and Asset Disclosures, and 
Citizen Engagement. Sri Lanka became 

eligible to join earlier this year, having met 
the required criteria and scoring 14 of a to-
tal of 16 points.
The delegation to the OGP summit also 
included Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Dr. Harsha de Silva, Sri Lanka’s Am-
bassador to the US Prasad Kariyawasam 
and officials of the Embassy of Sri Lanka 
in Washington D.C. and the Ministry of 
Justice.

SRI LANKA JOINS THE OPEN GOV...

SRI LANKA MOURNS THE DEMISE OF...
He entered the Vidyalankara and Vidyodaya 
Universities for his graduate and post-graduate 
education. These two institutions for higher 
learning played a crucial political and social in-
terventionist role during the British colonial rule 
and early post-independence period.  In a sense, 
the life and achievements of the Thero reflected 
the continuation of this tradition in a changed 
historical context.
The dedication and commitment of the Most 
Venerable Sobitha Thero to the values of social 
justice and democracy and his willingness to 
play an interventionist role to promote the no-
ble ideals professed by Lord Buddha made him 
a leading personality in Sri Lanka for long years.  
Intimidation and threats in any form could not 

deter his ceaseless drive for social justice and 
good governance.  In view of his indomitable 
spirit to stand against injustice, people from all 
walks of life sought his leadership and advice to 
rectify perceived injustices. He was always at the 
forefront of peoples’ movements.  As a result, he 
became a mirror of the democratic aspirations 
of the people.  Indeed, he became an icon of the 
collective cry for social justice, functional democ-
racy and good governance.  

The Most Venerable Maduluwawe Sobitha 
Thero symbolized the political approach of Sri 
Lankan Buddhists in post-conflict Sri Lanka that 
emphasizes the universal spirit of Buddhism, 
transcending ethno-political loyalties. He pro-
fessed a broad vision for post-conflict Sri Lanka, 

which has no room for religious extremism or for 
divisive ideologies.  A formidable and effective 
preacher of the Dhamma, his excellent oratory 
skills coupled with his amiable, but strong per-
sonality convinced people of the value of unity in 
diversity.   He was a strong advocate of national 
reconciliation built on the basis of equality and 
partnership among all communities in Sri Lanka.  
His contribution to the empowerment of civil so-
ciety in Sri Lanka is unparalleled.  He firmly be-
lieved that a vibrant civil society is a sine-qua-non 
for a functioning democracy and emphasized 
that constant vigilance on the part of the civil so-
ciety is required against the abuse of power and 
corruption.  He played this role without fear until 
his demise and has earned a well-deserved rec-
ognition in the historical memory of Sri Lanka.

READ FULL ARTICLE : http://cbsl.gov.lk

Sri Lanka’s SDDS information is available in the IMF’s 
Dissemination Standards Bulletin Board - view
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U.S. UNDERWATER DEMINING ASSISTANCE IMPROVES SAFETY

NEWS - SRI LANKA: The Embassy of Sri Lanka

The U.S. Navy recently concluded a 
two-week training session in Trinco-
malee to equip and support Sri Lanka’s 
underwater demining efforts.  Working 
with scan sonars and robots donated by 
the U.S. Navy, the Sri Lankan Navy en-
hanced its ability to search, locate, and 
provide information on any unknown 
items underwater, including unexplod-
ed ordnance from the conflict in Trin-
comalee Harbor. 
“The United States is committed to aid-

ing demining efforts across Sri Lanka, 
whether on land or at sea,” said U.S. 
Ambassador Atul Keshap.  “By remov-
ing these remnants of war, we are help-
ing ensure Sri Lankans can live and 
work more safely.  This effort also in-
creases the ability for the port of Trin-
comalee to expand its commercial op-
erations.” 
       
This recent exercise is part of continu-
ing U.S. assistance for demining efforts 

across the country, totaling over $43 
million since 1993.  In his October 8 
meeting with the Honorable D.M. Swa-
minathan, Minister of Rehabilitation, 
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Af-
fairs, Ambassador Keshap announced 
an additional $1.745 million in support 
of demining activities in Sri Lanka.  
       
U.S. assistance to Sri Lanka’s demining 
efforts have also included the transfer 
of safety and field equipment, surveys 
on mine contamination for detection 
and land release, and mine-clearing 
operations.  The United States is also 
leading efforts to boost Sri Lanka’s own 
demining capacity through training for 
mine disposal units in the Sri Lankan 
military, including the Mine Detection 
Dog and underwater demining pro-
grams.  
       
“It was an honor to work with such a 
dedicated group of guys [in the Sri Lan-
kan Navy],” said Leading Petty Officer 
Juan Hernandez.  “Sharing my knowl-
edge of these systems and seeing how 
receptive the divers have been has truly 
been a rewarding experience.”

SRI LANKA RANKS 9TH IN THE WORLD GIVING INDEX 

Excerpts extracted from the article by 
CNN: Which is the world’s most gener-
ous country?

A global survey of charitable giving 
conducted on 135 nations might give 
us a renewed sense of faith in human-
ity.

The World Giving Index 2014 exam-
ined whether people donated money 
to a charity, volunteered their time to 
an organization or offered assistance to 

someone they didn’t know who need-
ed help.

A whopping 2.3 billion people world-
wide reported helping a stranger over 
the course of one month last year, and 
over 1.4 billion donated money to 
charitable causes in 2013.

It may not be surprising that the 
United States, one of the most affluent 
countries in the world, came on top as 
the most generous nation.

What is more startling is that the acco-
lade is shared with Myanmar, a nation 
ranked 151 spots lower than the U.S. 
on the GDP per capita scale.

In fact, the report found that a nation’s 
economic prosperity doesn’t automati-
cally translate to generosity.

Only five of the countries in this year’s 
World Giving Index Top 20 are mem-
bers of the G20, a forum of the world’s 

largest economies. Less affluent places 
like Sri Lanka and Trinidad and Toba-
go featured in the top 10.
Other factors, like following a religious 
philosophy or responding to a natural 
disaster, were found to be major drivers 
of donations. Myanmar earned its top 
place mainly due to the fact that nearly 
all of the respondents, 91%, donated 
money to charity, a practice which is 
ingrained in the country’s Theravada 
Buddhist community. Another high-
ranking country with a large popula-
tion of the followers of that religion is 
Sri Lanka, which ranked ninth in the 
Index.

From a global perspective, the report 
concludes that the diverse nature of 
the top giving countries signals that 
regardless of geography or culture, 
people universally appear to respond 
to those in need.

READ FULL ARTICLE AT: http://cnn.com
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SOUTH ASIA SURPRISE: 
SRI LANKA SOUTH COAST 
TRAVEL DESTINATIONS

Sri Lanka’s south coast stuns with palm-
laced beaches, fascinating wildlife, riveting 
history, and ultraluxe hotels.
Just a decade ago, it was hard to imagine Sri 
Lanka garnering a star on the global map 
of luxury travel. But since emerging from a 
26-year-long civil war in 2009, the country 
has shed its tarnished past and is now daz-
zling investors with 25,332 square miles of 
unexplored natural splendor. In this com-
pelling post-war chapter, the floodgates of 
tourism have also opened, and savvy travel-
ers are honing in on the charms of this pear-
shaped isle in the heart of the Indian Ocean, 
specifically the undeveloped south coast.  
We explore the hotels and sites establishing 
Asia’s fledgling haute coast.   
Beachfront Beauties
Sri Lanka’s south coast epitomizes wild 
beauty, and such allure has prompted hotel-
iers to stake a claim in this newfound para-
dise.
In 2004, Aman Resorts hedged its bets on 
this unknown tract of exotica when it tasked 
celebrated Sri Lankan architect Geoffrey 
Bawa to develop the region’s pioneering re-
sort, Amanwella, on a prime swathe in the 
town of Tangalle.
In the last year, however, Sri Lanka’s luxury 
scene has exploded, relatively speaking, 
with three posh newcomers longing to 
steal the spotlight from the coast’s original 
five-star showstopper. In October 2014, the 
fishing village of Weligama woke up to big 

changes when Cape Weligama, a cliff-top 
estate strewn with 39 mega-villas and open-
air pavilions, debuted to a groundswell of 
rave reviews.
Ani Villas Sri Lanka arrived next in August. 
Composed of a pair of private-hire estates 
along Dickwella Beach, Ani Villas is the 
ultimate in luxury travel. Each compound 
has either seven or eight mammoth Reda 
Amalou–designed bedrooms as well as an 
oceanfront infinity pool, a private wine cel-
lar, and a personal staff.
Most recently, the growing Anantara brand 
expanded its portfolio into Sri Lanka with 
the 152-key Anantara Tangalle Peace Ha-
ven Resort, capturing all the hallmarks one 
would expect from a property on par with 
Ritz-Carlton or the Four Seasons.
Regardless of which of these four resorts you 
choose, each will deliver its own incarnation 
of paradise, fostering the ultimate settings 
for languid days of rest and relaxation.

Where the Wild Things Are
By land and sea, southern Sri Lanka’s bio-
diversity astounds. A short car or boat ride 
from most points on the southern coast 
yields once-in-a-lifetime encounters with 
wildlife.  
Embark on a marine safari in the coastal 
town of Mirissa, sailing into the Laccad-
ive Sea to spot Earth’s largest creatures: 
blue whales. Stellar sightings of fin whales, 
sperm whales, dolphins, and orcas are an 

added bonus when surveying the Sri Lan-
kan coastline during whale season, which 
lasts from November to April.
For an African-style land safari, head to 
Yala National Park along the coast’s eastern 
reaches. The 378-square-mile protected 
area hosts one of the planet’s highest densi-
ties of leopards, 215 bird species, 47 types of 
reptiles, and 43 other mammals, including 
elephants and sloth bears. Daily jeep drives 
produce prime interactions with charismat-
ic wildlife and postcard-perfect photos, pos-
sibly featuring fierce leopards on the prowl 
or musters of peacocks in full plumage.  
Unlike its African counterparts, Sri Lanka 
has yet to embrace the complete luxury 
safari experience. Don’t expect sundown-
ers in the bush or cold towels after a long 
day in the park. Do anticipate comfortable 
and stylish lodging with beach access and 
bragging rights for visiting this road less 
traveled. Check in to one of the park’s two 
upscale lodges, Cinnamon Wild Yala or the 
just-opened Jetwing Yala, and revel in Yala’s 
untamed environs.
Living History
Links to Sri Lanka’s colorful past are alive 
in the present, underscored by the south 
coast’s fort city of Galle. The walled city at 
the island’s southwesterly tip has been re-
stored as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
structurally recounting the island’s colonial 
history, which included occupations by the 
Portuguese, Dutch, and British.

By Paul Rubio
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INTERNATIONAL PROFESSOR ESTABLISHES SCHOLARSHIPS 
AT HARVARD, U OF MINNESOTA AND SRI LANKA SCHOOLS

Sri Lankan-born 
Harvard scholar Dr. 
Patrick Mendis has 
a long record of phil-
anthropic activities 
that began with the 
Calvert Foundation 
in Maryland. An 
alumnus of Harvard, 
Prof. Mendis is serv-

ing as a Rajawali senior fellow at the 
Harvard Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and an advisor to the Harvard In-
ternational Review.
In March 2015, Mendis established The 
Millennials Award for Leadership and 
Service at Harvard University. He pro-
vides this annual award with a grant 
through his ImpactAssets donor ad-
vised fund. The award recognizes the 
outstanding leadership and service of 
an international relations student and 
supports a future writing, journalism, 

or media project. 

Giving back to universities is a tradition 
of his cultural belief and social upbring-
ing in Minnesota and Sri Lanka, his na-
tive country.

Through his ImpactAssets donor ad-
vised fund, Mendis also established The 
Edward Burdick Legislative Award at 
the University of Minnesota in honor 
and memory of his late mentor and 
friend at the Minnesota House of Rep-
resentatives in St. Paul.

When the tragic Asian tsunami hap-
pened, he was looking for a way to make 
small contributions to help rebuilding 
his island nation in the Indian Ocean.

“When I was teaching at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, I learned about the 
Calvert Foundation and its reputation 
as socially responsible in investment 

for the greater good. It truly appealed 
to me,” said Mendis, who served as an 
American diplomat and a NATO mili-
tary professor during the Clinton and 
Bush administrations. He is currently 
a commissioner of the U.S. National 
Commission for UNESCO at the U.S. 
State Department, an appointment by 
the Obama administration.
With his book sales, speaking engage-
ments, and fundraising activities, Men-
dis established a number of scholar-
ships, including a Sarvodaya Peace 
Prize in Sri Lanka.

When he was asked to serve as the 
founding chairman of the board of ad-
visors at Educate Lanka Foundation in 
Maryland, Mendis decided to focus on 
giving to his two American universities 
in Boston and Minneapolis while Edu-
cate Lanka provides micro-scholarships 
to students in Sri Lanka.

Beyond the more obvious, official sites 
such as the Portuguese Flag Rock Bas-
tion, the Dutch Hospital, and the British 
Fort Walls, each small boutique, cafe, and 
hotel in Galle reveals a complex history. 
For example, the 30-room Amangalla 
hotel includes an adaptive reuse of a 1684 
edifice that served as Dutch barracks and 
the frameworks of one of the world’s first 
luxury hotels circa 1863, the New Orien-
tal Hotel.
In close proximity to Galle, the Hund-
ungoda Tea Estate offers a glimpse of Sri 
Lanka’s more recent history as the world’s 
top producer of tea. Learn about the for-

midable role this commodity has played 
in the country’s economy and sample 
one of the globe’s most expensive teas, 
Virgin White Tea. For more in-depth 
pursuits in Sri Lanka’s wonderful world 
of tea, head north to the country’s mist-
shrouded interior and stay at Ceylon Tea 
Trails, a Relais & Châteaux resort in the 
heart of tea country.
Thankfully, Sri Lanka’s contemporary 
history as one of Asia’s fastest-growing 
economies is mainly confined to the 
capital city of Colombo, along the island’s 
west coast. Home to the country’s sole 
international airport, Colombo is a req-

uisite stop when traveling to Sri Lanka. 
If flight schedules or curiosity lands you 
in the capital overnight, reserve a suite 
at Casa Colombo, an eclectic boutique 
hotel that embodies the pulse of modern 
Colombo.
Despite Colombo’s grit, Sri Lanka’s all-
around unspoiled state calls to travelers 
searching for one of Earth’s final off-the-
beaten-path destinations. Before globali-
zation transforms the enchanting south-
ern coastline into just another resort 
town, be one of the first to experience 
its prolific treasures of nature, history, 
and—now—luxury.
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