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lenges still lie ahead of us.
Mr. Trygve Lie, the first Secretary-General of the United Nations, when leaving
office at the height of the Korean crisis in
1953 described the Secretary-General’s
position as: “The most impossible job in
the world”. It is no secret that all Secretaries-General who have held office contributed substantively to promote the universality of the United Nations and make it
an organization that could serve humanity well in to the future.

Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General,
Excellencies, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Being a long standing member of the
United Nations, it is indeed an honour
and a pleasure for me to address the United Nations Annual General Assembly as
the newly elected President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
Your Excellency Mogens Lykketoft, on
behalf of the Government and people
of Sri Lanka, please accept my heartfelt congratulations on your election as
the President of the 70th Session of the
General Assembly.
Let me also convey my gratitude to the
former President His Excellency Sam
Kutesa who contributed immensely to
the achievements of the 69th Session of
the General Assembly.
The United Nations now has a distinguished track record of seventy years.
We in the UN have consistently engaged
in the responsible and challenging task
of ensuring global peace, security and
development during these past seventy
years. However, I realize that similar chal-

The incumbent Secretary-General His
Excellency Ban Ki-moon has also made
an excellent contribution to the Organization. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon,
please accept my honoured gratitude and
that of my people for the service you have
rendered.
Mr. President, Sri Lanka has been a member of the United Nations for sixty years. As
a member state we have played a very active
and responsible role in this organization.
Sri Lanka is a nation that respects the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and international conventions and treaties. A main objective of the
UN is to recognize, safeguard and promote human rights. Sri Lanka remains
committed to fulfil this responsibility. In
this respect, we intend implementing a
new programme and plan of action in Sri
Lanka to advance human rights.
Sri Lanka plays a multi-faceted role in the
United Nations. Our contribution to UN
peacekeeping missions that began in the
1960s continues. Sri Lanka looks forward
to enhancing further, our committed
contribution to UN Peace Keeping in the
future.
CONTINUE READING AT: http://slembassyusa.org

Sri Lanka’s Embassy in Washington D.C. moved to
its new chancery premises on October 19th marking
another milestone in the seven-decade long diplomatic presence in the United States.
The Ambassador and the staff marked the occasion
with a simple and solemn ceremony at the new premises on 3025, Whitehaven Street, NW, in the presence
of religious dignitaries representing multiple faiths, who
invoked their blessings to the new premises and its staff.
Addressing those present, Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam observed that the occasion happily coincides with the recent exponential progress in the
bilateral relationship between the United States and
Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka established diplomatic relations
with the United States and opened its first chancery
building on Wyoming Avenue soon after gaining independence, in 1948. The premises on Wyoming Avenue witnessed the ebb and flow of the US-Sri Lanka
relationship over the years; a robust relationship that
has remained one of the most important for Sri Lanka
based on shared democratic and multi ethnic values
that bind the two countries and create natural affinities. The Ambassador on this occasion paid tribute to
all those officers who had served Sri Lanka at the previous premises of the Embassy on Wyoming Avenue.
The Ambassador also remarked that the more spacious and elegant new building would help better profile and project Sri Lanka in the United States capital
and serve as a user-friendly establishment for all those
who seek services of the Embassy, in particular, the Sri
Lankan American community in the United States.
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SRI LANKA REITERATES
AMBASSADOR
CONTINUED COMMITMENT
KARIYAWASAM SPEAKS AT
TO UN PEACEKEEPING
CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR
INTERNATIONAL PEACE

Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies & Gentlemen,
I thank you Mr. President, and also the Leaders of the countries
that are co-hosting this Summit for convening this important
meeting at a critical time in the evolution of UN peacekeeping
operations.
For over five decades, Sri Lanka has been making modest contributions to UN peacekeeping efforts.
We consider Sri Lanka’s cooperation with the UN Department
of Peacekeeping Operations as an extension of the Government’s policy of positive engagement with the UN following the
Presidential Election in January this year.

Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam was hosted by the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, a premier
Washington-based think tank, on September 15th, 2015
Current contributions by Sri Lanka to UN Peacekeeping stand
to speak on prospects for U.S.-Sri Lanka relations followat 529 including troops, military observers and civilian police.
ing the elections in Sri Lanka.
On this occasion, I affirm Sri Lanka’s commitment to increase
To a full room of attendees comprising former and current U.S.
its contribution to UN peacekeeping.
We are committed to ensuring the best possible training and government representatives, think tanks, journalists and Sri
assessment of peacekeepers in Sri Lanka to uphold the highest Lanka-enthusiasts, the Ambassador detailed the transformation that has been taking place in Sri Lanka, since the presistandards of peacekeeping.
UN peacekeeping operations have come a long way from its dential election in January, and the reaffirmation of the new
modest beginnings. Today they have evolved into complex op- government’s policies in August through the parliamentary
erations. This is an occasion to focus our attention on some of election and as to how these path breaking developments posithe challenges facing current UN peacekeeping operations.
tively impact relations between Sri Lanka and the United States.
The report of the High Level Panel on Peace Operations identi- Echoing Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera’s address to
fies protection of civilians as a core obligation of the UN. The
report observed that UN personnel must use every tool avail- the Human Rights Council in Geneva, the Ambassador reiterable to them to protect civilians under imminent threat. Sri ated the Government’s intentions to comprehensively address
Lanka recently accepted the Kigali Principles on the Protection the issue of human rights and reconciliation in line with the
of Civilians in peacekeeping. We hope that more countries will mandate received by the Government through both elections.
join this initiative.
In this context and recalling Secretary of State John Kerry’s
We also hope that this meeting will focus on the importance
of providing more resources to Peacekeeping Missions to carry fruitful visit to Sri Lanka in May this year, Ambassador alluded
to the plans and prospects for a closer and more robust enout their mandates.
Mr. President, Sri Lanka is pleased to reiterate our continued gagement with the U.S., including through a “Partnership Diacommitment to UN peacekeeping. We are honoured to pledge logue” between the two countries that envisages to encompass
significant contributions from the Sri Lanka Army, Air Force all issues of mutual concern and benefit.
and Police.
The remarks were followed by a question and answer sesIn response to current gaps in UN peacekeeping Missions we sion which focused on the way forward and as to how the
are ready to pledge two combat transport companies and two
government would address challenges that may impede the
field engineering platoons.
path of unprecedented progress made by the government.
CONTINUE READING AT: http://president.gov.lk
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US SECRETARY OF STATE
JOHN KERRY CALLS ON
PRESIDENT MAITHRIPALA
SIRISENA
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PRESIDENT INVITES AMERICAN
INVESTORS TO SRI LANKA

At a meeting with US investors on the sidelines of the
70th session of the UNGA
on October 1st, President
Maithripala Sirisena invited
US investment in Sri Lanka.

United States Secretary of
State John Kerry called on
President Maithripala Sirisena in New York on 27
September.

in Sri Lanka.
President Sirisena briefed
Secretary Kerry and his delegation on efforts being taken
by the Government in development of the country and
in the reconciliation process
and expressed appreciation
for the support extended by
the United States recently in
the Human Rights Council in
Geneva for the programme of
action voluntarily undertaken by authorities in Sri Lanka
to address issues of truth, justice and reconciliation.

President Sirisena recalled
the historic visit of Secretary
Kerry to Sri Lanka in May
and expressed the view that
following Parliamentary elections in August and the formation of a National Unity
Government, the time has
now come to follow up on
several agreed initiatives to
promote US-Sri Lanka relaSecretary Kerry responded
tions.
that the United States was
Secretary Kerry congratulat- happy to join the others in the
ed President Sirisena for the world in supporting Sri Lansuccess at the Parliamentary ka. Stating that the US will reelection on August 17th and main helpful in economic and
expressed appreciation for social advancement spheres
the clear vision articulated by as well, Secretary Kerry statthe President, Prime Minister ed that Sri Lanka resuming
and Government of Sri Lanka its traditional position in the
for transformative initiatives international community is
taken by the Government for appreciated and is an example
the benefit of all communities to the world.
CONTINUE READING AT: http://slembassyusa.org

The President said the goal
of the new government is to
make Sri Lanka a paradise
for investors before long. He
stated that the required infrastructure facilities to establish Sri Lanka as a center
of commerce and investments is already in place and
that the government plans to
develop them practically according to local and international requirements.
The President pointed out
that social and political stability as well as lasting peace,
which are essential requirements for economic development have been established
in Sri Lanka. He added that
the transparency of transactions, good governance and
a bribery and corruption free
environment are also rapidly
being created.

The President stated Sri Lanka is geographically situated
in an appropriate position to
become a global naval hub
and invited the investors to
make use of the ports in Colombo and Hambantota, noting that the required facilities
are already in place in these
ports and will be further
developed according to the
needs of the investors.
The President said investments of Unites States in Sri
Lanka is now US $500 million, and added the time has
come to seek opportunities
in the sectors of engineering,
construction and consumer
production industries, adding that it is important to pay
attention to the investment
opportunities in the fields of
renewable energy and natural gas, oil excavations, tourism and maritime.
US Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central
Asian Affairs, Nisha Desai
Biswal also participated in
the meeting.
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STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER MANGALA SAMARAWEERA
AT THE 30TH SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL IN GENEVA
ingful reconciliation, strengthening
democratic institutions, good governance, the rule of law, and confidence
building among communities affected
by conflict for many years.
Mr. President,
The victory of the United National
Front for Good Governance (UNFGG) at the Parliamentary election
last month, enabled President Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe to form a National Unity
Government. Traditional rivals in Sri
Lankan politics – the United National
Party (UNP) and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) thus came together,
heralding a new culture of consensual
politics in the country and creating
Mr. President, High Commissioner much needed political and policy stafor Human Rights, Excellencies, Dis- bility.
tinguished delegates,
An important feature in the August
I would like to begin by thanking you, 17th election was the return of cenand the members of the Council for trists to power in the legislature and
the trust reposed in Sri Lanka at the the resounding defeat of extremists
28th Session and agreeing to defer the on both sides of the divide. As a rerelease of the Report of the OHCHR sult, the moderates in Parliament have
Investigation on Sri Lanka.
once again secured power which auThe time granted by the Council gave gers well for progressive reform. This
the Government much needed space includes ensuring that the universal
to begin implementing its reform values of equality, justice, and freedom
agenda, renew its engagement with are upheld by fostering reconciliation
the international community, includ- between communities and securing a
ing the High Commissioner for Hu- political settlement.
man Rights, and his Office, and start Inaugurating the 8th Parliament just
taking steps aimed at achieving mean- two weeks ago on the 1st of Septem-

ber, President Sirisena drew from the
example of South Africa where the
main political parties came together
at a historic moment in that country. He affirmed that similarly, in the
post-conflict context in Sri Lanka, the
formation of a National Unity Government is essential to obtain the bipartisan consensus that is necessary to
face the important challenges before
our nation, which include reconciliation and peacebuilding.
Upholding good governance practices, the Parliament, on 1st September,
rightly appointed as the Leader of the
Opposition, the head of the Tamil National Alliance, Mr. R. Sampanthan,
who is the leader of the party that
obtained the third highest number of
votes at the election.
The appointment of the Tamil National Alliance leader as Leader of the Opposition, as well as the appointment
of the 44th Chief Justice of Sri Lanka
in January were clear messages that in
the new Sri Lanka, extraneous considerations such as ethnicity, religion,
class or gender would not be used to
deny anyone their rightful place. Mr.
President, from May 2009 post-conflict reconciliation eluded us as a result
of the short-sighted policies and the
triumphalist approach that was adopted immediately following the end of
the conflict.
CONTINUE READING AT: http://slembassyusa.org

COMMENTS BY FOREIGN MINISTER MANGALA
SAMARAWEERA ON THE UNHRC RESOLUTION ON SRI LANKA

Today we have achieved path-breaking success in the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva at the current
30th Session.
For the last several years, Sri Lanka
was repeatedly humiliated by the international community with resolutions that censured the conduct of
our country. Successive resolutions
since 2012, adopted by divisive and
acrimonious voting, resulted in repeated defeats and isolation for Sri
Lanka.

lution in the Human Rights Council
in May 2009, that was hardly a victory for the people of Sri Lanka, as that
effort failed to achieve consensus in
the Council.

The Resolution, which was adopted
by a vote, antagonised a large number of members of the Council, paving the way for the series of resolutions that followed in 2012, 2013 and
2014 that was an affront to the people
of my country and brought disrepute
to Sri Lanka.

peace-loving, democratically oriented people of Sri Lanka who, for decades, had received acclaim among
the United Nations community, as
consensus builders, moderates and
friends with all.

After almost three decades of conflict
ended in 2009, the peace dividend
that the people so richly deserved became illusive with each passing day,
as impunity reigned, freedom was
suppressed and democratic governance was curtailed. The desire of the
people of our country to live in peace
Although the Government at the It was undoubtedly a period of em- and harmony was denied to them.
time claimed victory through a reso- barrassment and dishonour for the
CONTINUE READING AT: http://slembassyusa.org
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SRI LANKA AND THE USA SIGN MOU ON
RULE OF LAW CAPACITY BUILDING ASSISTANCE

Sri Lanka and the USA signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on
Rule of Law Capacity Building Assistance on September 29th. The MoU
was signed by US Ambassador Atul
Keshap and Actg. Foreign Minister
Dr. Harsha de Silva, at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in Colombo.
During the visit of US Secretary
of State John Kerry to Sri Lanka in
May 2015 Foreign Minister Mangala
Samaraweera sought US Government assistance to provide advanced

training to Sri Lankan officials responsible for investigating serious
organized crime including financial
fraud, bribery and corruption, narcotics trafficking and other complex
crimes.
The MoU provides for building local capacity in specialized investigative, prosecutorial and adjudication
skills, technical support on improving relevant legal regimes, and improving operational effectiveness of
government authorities responsible

for investigating complex and transnational crimes.
The US Government has allocated
US $ 2.6 Million under this programme that will help enhance local
capacity in fighting serious crimes
and enforcing the rule of Law. The
MoU is another milestone in the
close cooperation between Sri Lanka
and USA under the government of
President Maithripala Sirisena.

U.S. ANNOUNCES INCREASED FUNDING FOR DEMINING IN SRI LANKA
In a meeting on October 8th, with
Honorable Minister D.M. Swaminathan, U.S. Ambassador Atul Keshap
announced an additional $1.745 million (245 million LKR) for demining activities of international and
domestic partners and the National
Mine Action Committee (NMAC)
under the Ministry of Rehabilitation,
Resettlement, and Hindu Religious
Affairs. In total, the United States
has dedicated over $43 million (over
6 billion LKR) for demining assistance in Sri Lanka since 1993.

pact free by 2020,” said Ambassador
Keshap. “As the world’s largest donor
of global demining efforts, the United States is committed to addressing
the land mine problem in Sri Lanka.”
Ambassador Keshap and Minister
Swaminathan also discussed ongoing demining work in northern and
eastern Sri Lanka.

“The United States will continue to
work with President Sirisena, Prime
Minister Wickremesinghe, Minister
Swaminathan, and the people of Sri
Lanka to help clear the remaining ar“I support Minister Swaminathan’s eas,” added Ambassador Keshap durvision of making Sri Lanka mine-im- ing televised remarks.

For over 20 years, over $43 million in
U.S. assistance to Sri Lanka’s demining efforts has included the donation
of safety and field equipment, surveys
on mine contamination for detection
and land release, and mine-clearing
operations with international and local non-government organizations.

The United States is also working
to boost Sri Lanka’s own demining
capacity through training for mine
disposal units in the Sri Lankan military, including the Mine Detection
Dog program.
READ MORE AT: http://srilanka.usembassy.gov

SRI LANKAN WINS STEVIE GOLD AWARD - EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR
- AT 12TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS AWARDS

Sri Lankanborn entrepreneur Susantha
Shan Halamba, CEO of
Texas-based
Ceyhinz Link
International,
Inc., won the
Gold Stevie
Award under the category of Executive
of the Year (management award category-All Other Industries). According to
the Stevie Awards organizers, Halamba
is the first person of Sri Lankan origin,
who has won a Stevie Award.

30 nations attended for the presentation
of the 2015 Stevie Awards. Honoring
organizations of all types and sizes and
the people behind them, the Stevies recognize outstanding performances in the
workplace worldwide. It’s the world’s
only international, all-encompassing
business awards program.

Stevie winners were selected from
more than 3,700 nominations received
from organizations and individuals in
more than 60 nations. More than 200
executives worldwide participated in
the judging process this year to determine the Stevie winners. Winners were
picked against world’s largest and most
Nicknamed the Stevies from the Greek prestigious companies.
word “crowned,” the awards presented at
a gala event on Friday, 23 October at the Halamba’s entry received high accoRitz-Carlton Hotel in Toronto, Canada. lades from the judges, such as “It is obClose to 300 executives from more than vious that the USA can learn farming

techniques from Sri Lanka in the face of
a growing food crises. Shan is an industrious leader making a difference worldwide” and “An example of a great product that has been developed and driven
by an individual that now spans over 30
countries.”
Ceyhinz Link International, Inc. is the
distributor of RIOCOCO cultivation
solutions for greenhouses, vertical and
urban farms over 30 countries around
the world. RIOCOCO is a 100% organic coir base growing substrate made
in Sri Lanka. Halamba was previously
recognized with International Businessman of The Year award, Texas
Governor’s Award, Minority Business
Leader Award and the Exceptional
Performance by a Young Professional
award in the united States of America.
READ MORE AT: http://www.stevieawards.com
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SRILANKAN BAGS AN AIRLINE OSCAR!

SriLankan Airlines receives the prestigious APEX award for Superior Achievement in Passenger Experience– Asia Pacific Region.
SriLankan Airlines was awarded the box, another magic box scans boarding ration about the high scores SriLankan
Superior Achievement in Passenger passes, and it goes on. Security checks Airlines is suddenly getting from the
Experience - Asia Pacific Region, at the are equally inanimate. “In some air- industry and passengers alike and how
APEX Awards – 2015 held in Oregon - ports, the only thing they do not take Mr. Jayawardena has managed to cut
USA, in what most consider to be the from you is your trouser and your shirt,” through the technological noise and
Oscars of the Airline world.
he remarks.
bring the focus of passenger comfort
back to good, old-fashioned values.
The global award presented to SriLan- Mr. Jayawardena clearly won not only
kan Airlines, recognizes a remarkable the hearts of the APEX EXPO attend- “I was impressed watching him
surge in improvements made to Pas- ees because of the remarkable story in swarmed by attendees,” he said. “For
senger Experiences both on-board and improving passenger experiences as a me his presence provided a unique peron-ground by the airline.
differentiator to turn the airline around, spective of a carrier that’s serving a rebut most importantly kept a very high gion that feels relatively small to other
It became SriLankan Airlines’ moment benchmark for other airlines to follow players but acts in very big ways.” Leadof glory when the airline’s amiable Di- in bringing back the “romance of flying” er also further stated: “I took away from
rector/ CEO Rakhita Jayawardena, was and the “excitement” in airline travel.
it the viewpoint of how airlines of any
invited to make a special inspirational
size and scope can raise the bar on paskey note presentation as the opener to In his search for a single factor to dis- senger experiences as easily as the major
the awards night.
tinguish SriLankan Airlines from com- players can.”
petition, he drew in the strengths of the
He impressed and captivated attend- culture, warmth and hospitable nature Mr. Jayawardena also states that the
ees from airlines the world over with of Sri Lankans that would bring value Airline is focusing on the all-important
a storied account of his vision for the to the airline business and provide the simple things, “the moments of truth”.
national carrier. “Today, we witness key personal touches that are soon disap- The aircraft is the biggest moment of
touch points along the passenger jour- pearing in aviation today.
truth, for it is at that point in a passenger
ney quickly disappearing,” he began.
journey that they engage with the brand
Tickets are purchased through a com- In the official APEX website - APEX and its people the most.
puter, check-in is done on an electronic CEO Joe Leader shared his open admiREAD MORE AT: http://srilankan.com
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SPOTLIGHT ON SRI LANKA
ANNUAL SEATTLE SOUTH ASIAN FILM FESTIVAL
emerges from the thirty-year civil war,”
and “ the tremendous contribution of
the filmmaker Prasanna Vithanage to Sri
Lankan cinema.”

Finally, the Festival wished to “Give voice
to new and emerging voices in South
Asian cinema that tends to be dominated
by countries such as India and to some
extent Pakistan.”

The 10th Annual Seattle South Asian
Film Festival (SSAFF), opening on October 15th, showcases Sri Lanka, an island
country near southeast India.
The Tasveer organization, parent organization of the SSAFF, chose Sri Lanka to
showcase for several reasons, according to Dr. Alka Kurian, co-director of
the Festival. The Festival wanted to
“acknowledge the strides that the country’s film industry has made over the
years.” Other agendas included the recognition of “alternative cinematic narratives, themes, and genres as the country

“We received an inordinate number of
very good films this year,” Dr. Kurian
continues, which testifies not only to the
democratization of the filmmaking process in the region thanks to technology,
but also to a growing number of people
who use the medium of film as a means
to bring social awareness and change.
Because of tremendous support from
our partners, we have been able to reach
out to a wider set of audiences in Seattle
and the greater Seattle area, including cities (such as Bellevue and Redmond) that
we had not included in our previous festivals… With the number of films and
spread of the festival over the number of
days, we have become the biggest South
Asian Film Festival in the USA.”

Several filmmakers are scheduled to appear in person alongside their work. Dr.
Kurian praises “ Prasanna Vithanage for
his historical and political insight into Sri
Lankan film industry, Hemal Trivedi for
the unique insights she will bring on being a female filmmaker making political
films in potentially dangerous situations,
and Sanjay Kak: For taking his camera to
inaccessible places and bringing stories
of unseen people, victims of brutal state
persecution.”
In addition to films and filmmaker presentations, the Festival also hosts a symposium on “Human Rights and the Politics of Filmmaking in South Asia.”
Asked for a favorite Sri Lankan film from
the lineup, Dr. Kurian picked “With You,
Without You,” one of several films in the
festival directed by the aforementioned
Prasanna Vithanage. It depicts a troubled, multifaceted relationship between
an older man and a younger woman as
they navigate disease, the aftereffects of
war, and their two very different worlds.
READ MORE AT: http://nwasianweekly.com
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EXPLORING THE SURF IN SRI LANKA
By ALEX FREW McMILLAN
ARUGAM BAY, Sri Lanka — I blame Bethany Hamilton. Repeat viewings of “Soul
Surfer,” the 2011 movie about the young
surfer in Hawaii who lost an arm to a tiger
shark only to return to competition, have
left my two young children fearless in the
ocean and enthralled with the sport.
So, with air miles to spare and vacation time
to burn, my wife, two offspring and I made
for Sri Lanka.
Best known for its tea and tradition, the island once called Ceylon has quietly become
a destination on the Asian surfing scene
alongside the better-known breaks of Bali
and the Maldives — although its surf spots
are definitely grittier and lower key.
On the country’s east coast, generally avoided for a quarter century during the brutal,
26-year civil war, the surf scene has not
moved far beyond the time, decades ago,
when the first Western surfers wandered off
the beach in search of fresh water and some
plumbing.
The country confounded our expectations
from the beginning. The A.T.M. machine
greeted us out loud and, for some reason,
with a light Scottish burr: “Please input
your secret code” and then, “What would

you like to do?”
What we wanted to do, after stocking up
on rupees, was head quickly away from the
southwest monsoon that sweeps the west
coast of Sri Lanka in summer. Our destination was Arugam Bay. The east coast
village, entirely dry in summer months, is
the country’s surfing capital from April to
October. Once the seasonal waves vanish, it
reverts to its historic role as a tuna-fishing
port.
Jordan Griffin, a sometime member of
the New Zealand surf team and a barista,
comes to Sri Lanka when his visa in Bali
runs out. He calls Arugam Bay “one of the
best spots in the world, maybe not for highperformance surfing but for long boards.”
The long rides, the relative lack of surfers
and the sense of uncovering a new frontier
make it worth the trip, he added.
“If I wanted strong waves, I would go to
Western Australia. But that’s not really my
gig,” he said. “This is Bali 20 years ago. It is a
pretty special place to surf.”
As complete newbies to surfing, mellow
sounded good. We decided to spend a week
in “A-Bay” at the end of July, and another in
the south coast town of Weligama. Its sheltered, mile-wide bay also offers excellent
conditions for beginners and, although the

area catches some of the west’s wet weather,
it can be surfed year-round.
For a relatively small island of 25,330 square
miles, not quite the size of Ireland, Sri Lanka
has a remarkably diverse climate. We landed in Colombo, the lush, tropical capital.
A 230-mile drive that took seven hours —
on these roads, the largest vehicles have the
right of way — took us right across the island to Arugam Bay. With its acacia trees
and lion-gold grass, the bay area looks more
like the South African bushveld than a tropical island. Peacocks wander the parched
rice paddies just outside of town, and the
sea breeze, once inland, blows hot and dry.
READ MORE AT: http://www.nytimes.com
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