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PRESIDENT SIRISENA
AT THE WAR HEROES
REMEMBRANCE DAY

SPOTLIGHT ON
SRI LANKA’S
ELEPHANTS AT
SMITHSONIAN’S
NATIONAL ZOO

The international documentary film ‘Common
Ground’ focusing on Sri Lanka’s human-elephant
conflict was screened at the Smithsonian’s National
Zoo in Washington D.C. on June 5th. The screening
was jointly organized by the Smithsonian’s National
Zoo and the Sri Lanka Embassy in Washington D.C.

Addressing the War Heroes Remembrance Day in Matara on May 19th,
which marked the sixth anniversary
of the end of the armed conflict in
Sri Lanka, President Maithripala
Sirisena said “as the new government we clearly state that our policy
is that of development and reconciliation,” observing that “we cannot
fulfill our expectations for reconciliation only through development.”
“The reconciliation process primarily includes truth seeking, justice,
eliminating fear and mistrust, building trust among the communities
and rebuilding destroyed physical
infrastructure. Hence, with the experiences of the war, we must understand the utmost need for a reconciliation process,” the President said.

In Washington D.C., the Ambassador and the staff of the Embassy of
Sri Lanka marked the day by observing a minute of silence followed by a
ceremony.
In his remarks at this event, the
Ambassador recalled the national
commemoration of the War Heroes
Remembrance Day in Matara, stating that the commemoration was
reflective of the Declaration of Peace
adopted at Sri Lanka’s 67th anniversary of independence on February
4th this year, which paid respect to
all the citizens of the country of all
ethnicities and religions who lost
their lives due to the tragic conflict
and to all the victims of violence
since independence.
READ MORE AT: http://www.slembassyusa.org

The film highlights the practical and critical aspects
of managing Sri Lanka’s almost 6000-strong herd of
wild elephants as they face habitat loss due to the
growing demand for agricultural and residential
land in Sri Lanka’s rural provinces.
Addressing the packed auditorium Ambassador
Prasad Kariyawasam highlighted that the title of
the film “common ground” itself is an indication of
the focus of the film – the quest for land by both
humans and elephants. He commended the continuing efforts of the Sri Lankan wildlife conservation authorities and civil society conservationists to
protect the elephant population of Sri Lanka, which
has led to the gradual increase in the population of
wild elephants in the country. He also recognized
measures being taken by all concerned to safeguard
villagers in rural areas in Sri Lanka that are prone to
elephant attacks through innovative initiatives.
Prominent conservationist and Founder-President
of the Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society Ravi
Corea who addressed the gathering said that he was
optimistic about the well-being of Sri Lanka’s elephant
population, as more and more people understand the
need to safeguard the gentle giants and their habitat.
READ MORE AT: http://www.slembassyusa.org
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SRI LANKAN CUISINE AT
EMBASSY CHEF CHALLENGE GALA IN WASHINGTON

At this event, over a dozen Embassy Chefs displayed their
culinary skills and presented their signature food preparations to compete for the Judges’ Choice and People’s
Choice Awards. Sri Lanka, represented by the Embassy
Chef Tuan Buran, presenting his Spicy Chicken Kottu
received accolades and was popular among visitors. All
participating Chefs were required to present one preprepared food item for sampling and for consumption
by visitors.

The Embassy food booth at the event depicted Sri Lanka’s
rich cultural heritage and attractive tourist sites. At the
Sri Lankan booth, an awareness programme on Ceylon Cinnamon was conducted for visitors, participating
Chefs and Judges to provide first-hand information on
quality Cinnamon with sampling of “Pure Ceylon Cinnamon”. The Embassy Chef Challenge is part of a monthSri Lanka as a destination for US tourists received a boost long celebration of international cultural awareness durat the 7th Annual Embassy Chef Challenge gala this week ing the month of May conducted by Cultural Tourism
at the International Trade Center in the elegant Ronald DC.
READ MORE AT: http://www.slembassyusa.org
Reagan building in Washington DC.

SRI LANKA HONOURS
UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPERS
serve in UN peacekeeping operations and to honour the
memory of those who have lost their lives in the cause of
peace.
A wreath-laying ceremony was held on 29 May 2015 at the
Institute of Peace Support Operations Training (IPSOT- Sri
Lanka) in Kukuleganga with the participation of the United
Nations Acting Resident Coordinator Beth Crawford as
Chief Guest to honour the memory of 6 Sri Lankan Peacekeepers who lost their lives while on duty in peace operations.
Currently, Sri Lanka has a total of 694 military personnel
serving in UN Peacekeeping Missions in Haiti, Central African Republic, South Sudan, Lebanon, Congo, and WestThe International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers, ob- ern Sahara with 72 police personnel serving in 3 Missions
served annually on 29 May, is an occasion to pay tribute to in Haiti, South Sudan and Liberia.
READ MORE AT: http://www.mea.gov.lk
all the men and women who have served and continue to

SRI LANKA LAUNCHES US$ 650M
INTERNATIONAL SOVEREIGN BOND &
US$ 338M SRI LANKA DEVELOPMENT BOND
The Central Bank of Sri Lanka
(CBSL), on behalf of Sri Lanka, successfully launched and priced a US$
650 million 10-year International
Sovereign Bond (Issue) at a yield of
6.125 per cent per annum on 28th
May 2015. On the same day, CBSL
successfully issued US$ 329 million Sri Lanka Development Bonds
(SLDBs) of 1 year 1 month maturity

at a Weighted Average Margin of
316.69 bps and US$ 9 million SLDBs
of 2 years 11 months maturity at a
WAM of 353.89 bps, over 6 month
London Interbank Offered Rate. Accordingly, a total of US$ 988 million
was raised via International Sovereign Bonds and SLDBs at a weighted
average cost of 5.261 per cent per
annum.

FOREIGN MINISTRY
MEDIA BRIEFING
Press Briefings, Statements and
Remarks of the Spokesperson of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
can be accessed at:
http://www.mea.gov.lk/index.php/
en/media-briefings
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WASHINGTON EMBASSY
CELEBRATES VESAK

In celebration of the 2015 Vesak Poya
Day, during the Vesak month of May,
the Ambassador and the staff of the
Sri Lanka Embassy in Washington
DC organized an almsgiving ceremony at the Embassy and offered
alms to the resident monks of Sri
Lankan Buddhist Temples located in
the Washington region. Ven. Maharagama Dhammasiri Nayaka Thero,
Chief Incumbent of the Washington
Buddhist Vihara presided over the

event attended by Ven. Katugastota
Uparatana Nayaka Thero, Chief Incumbent of the Maryland Buddhist
Vihara, as well as resident Theros of
the Mahamewna Monastery.
Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam
and members of Embassy staff also
participated in the well-attended Annual International Vesak Celebration
organized by the International Buddhist Committee of Washington DC

UN SECRETARY GENERAL APPRECIATES
GOVERNMENT’S INITIATIVES
TOWARDS PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon
expressed appreciation for the initiatives taken by the Government under
the leadership of President Maithripala Sirisena towards peace and reconciliation in the country while protecting democratic rights of the people.
In a telephone conversation with the
President on June 4th, the Secretary
General congratulated the President
on his achievements since his election
on January 8th. The Secretary General
was especially pleased about the adoption of the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution and expressed his admiration for the leadership of the President and his ability to carry out reforms
successfully in a coalition government.
Welcoming steps towards upholding
human rights in the country, he stated
that additional resources would be made

available through the UN Peacebuilding Fund for reconciliation efforts in Sri
Lanka. He said that he looked forward
to meeting the President in New York in
September during the observation of the
70th anniversary of the United Nations.
President Sirisena expressed his appreciation to the Secretary General for
his support. He informed the Secretary General about the envisaged 20th
amendment to the Constitution which
will help reform the prevailing political culture in the country and facilitate
good governance. The President also
briefed Mr. Ban Ki Moon regarding the
steps being taken to foster reconciliation and uphold human rights, including the return of land in the North and
the East to their original owners. The
Secretary General expressed his good
wishes for the success of the reform
measures planned by the President.

held at Wat Thai Temple in Maryland. The International Buddhist
Committee is co-Chaired by Ven.
Maharagama Dhammasiri Thero of
the Washington Buddhist Vihara and
Ven. Katugastota Uparatana Thero of
Maryland Buddhist Vihara, together
with Ven. Thanat Inthisan of Wat Thai
DC. Well-known American Buddhist
monk Bhikkhu Bodhi delivered the
keynote sermon at this event.
READ MORE AT: http://www.slembassyusa.org

SRI LANKA HOSTS THE
FORUM ON INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW
The sixth annual South Asian Regional Conference on International Humanitarian Law jointly
organized by the Government of Sri Lanka and
the International Committee of the Red Cross
was held in Colombo from 19-21 May 2015.
Welcoming the opportunity to host the Conference in Colombo for the first time, Deputy Foreign Minister Ajith P Perera, Chief Guest at the
opening of the Conference, remarked that the
deliberations of this event would be important to
ensure that the Humanitarian Law regime keeps
pace with the evolving nature of armed conflict.
Thanking ICRC for the remarkable work that it
had been carrying out in Sri Lanka for 25 years,
the Deputy Minister commented that the Government looked forward to more close cooperation with the ICRC in future, to address the humanitarian needs of the people in the country.
READ MORE AT: http://www.mea.gov.lk
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