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On this occasion that marks 
100 days since my election 
as President, I think it is 
proper that I address you 
as your first servant, ap-
pointed by you. Following 
the results of the Presiden-
tial Election on January 8 
this year, you gave me the 
opportunity of being sworn 
in as the Head of State or 

President of this country.
In the 100 days since then, we have as a new government, 
taken many important steps with regard to the country’s 
economy, politics, development and international relations.
I think that when the people of this country voted on Janu-
ary 8 they clearly carried out both a transformation, and a 
revolution through the use of their democratic right. The 
manner in which the freedom and democracy obtained by 
this transformation and revolution has been used by cer-
tain elements in the past three months in their political 
decisions and activities, brings to my mind the occasions 
in world history when in countries that carried out revolu-
tions were later faced with counter-revolutions.

CONTINUE READING AT: http://slembassyusa.org

Embassy of Sri Lanka, Washington DC

May 2015

U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry who visited 
Sri Lanka at the invita-
tion of Foreign Minister 
Mangala Samaraweera 
concluded his two-day 
visit to the country on 
Sunday, 3rd May 2015.
During the visit which 
was the first official visit 
by a U.S. Secretary of 
State in 43 years, Sec-
retary Kerry called on 
President Maithripala 
Sirisena at the Presiden-
tial Secretariat, and had 
a meeting with Prime 
Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe who hosted 
the visiting Secretary 
of State and delegation 
to lunch at the Temple 
Trees. He held official 
bilateral talks with For-
eign Minister Mangala 
Samaraweera at the 
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. 
The delegation at the 

talks included Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayake, Justice 
Minister Wijedasa Rajapakse, Investment Promotion Minis-
ter Kabir Hashim, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Ajith P. 
Perera, Secretary of Foreign Affairs Chitranganee Wagiswara 
and Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to the United States Prasad Ka-
riyawasam. At official talks, the two sides agreed to renew, re-
vive and strengthen relations between the United States and 
Sri Lanka. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for South and 
Central Asian Affairs Ni-
sha Biswal joined Presi-
dent Maithripala Siri-
sena and Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe 
to celebrate Vesak at the 
Gangaramaya Temple in 
Colombo on May 3rd. The Assistant Secretary was in Co-
lombo as part of the delegation accompanying U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry on his first official visit to Sri Lanka.

PRESIDENT  
MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA  
ADDRESSES THE NATION

UNITED STATES  
SECRETARY OF STATE JOHN KERRY 

VISITS SRI LANKA

U.S. ASSISTANT SECRETARY NISHA BISWAL 
CELEBRATES VESAK IN COLOMBO

The Embassy of Sri Lanka wishes all of you a peaceful and blessed Vesak!
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HIGH LEVEL VISITS 
FROM THE U.S. TO SRI LANKA

OFFICIAL VISITS
* October 1953 

Vice President Richard Nixon
* March 1956 

Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles

* July 1972 
Secretary of State William  
Pierce Rogers

* March 1995 
First Lady Hillary Clinton

IN THE AFTERMATH
OF THE 2004 TSUNAMI
* January 2005 

Secretary of State Colin Powell
* February 2005 

Former U.S. Presidents  
Bill Clinton and George H.W. 
Bush

Continue reading at: http://slembassyusa.org

REMARKS TO THE MEDIA BY 
FOREIGN MINISTER SAMARAWEERA AND SECRETARY KERRY

FOREIGN MINISTER SAMARAWEERA: Good morning, 
ladies and gentlemen. It has been a great honor and our privi-
lege to welcome the Honorable John F. Kerry, Secretary of State 
of the United States of America, to the historic Republic build-
ing, which has been the home of our foreign ministry since 
independence. In fact, Secretary Kerry’s visit is a momentous 
occasion for Sri Lanka, as it is the first official visit by a U.S. Sec-
retary of State in nearly half a century – 43 years to be precise. 
And I believe that this important visit signifies the return of our 
little island nation to the center stage of international affairs.

This morning we continue the dialogue that began in 
Washington in February where I visited within one 
month of my appointment as foreign minister. In fact, 
during the talks held a little while ago, we agreed to build 
on a multifaceted, bilateral relationship and to forge 
stronger links between our peoples. And we also agreed 
to formalize our relationship through a partnership dia-
logue that will enable us to continue this engagement on 
a regular basis.

PICTURE REPORT:

http://slembassyusa.org/embassy_press_releases/statements/statement-to-media-by-mangala-samaraweera-minister-of-foreign-affairs-on-the-occasion-of-the-official-visit-of-john-kerry-us-secretary-of-state-to-sri-lanka/
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STATEMENT BY 
U.S SECRETARY OF STATE 

JOHN KERRY ON 
THE SINHALA AND TAMIL NEW YEAR

On behalf of President Obama and the people of 
the United States, I offer our warmest greetings to 
the people of Sri Lanka and the vibrant global Sri 
Lankan diaspora.
This New Year is marked by the extraordinary posi-
tive change that has occurred in Sri Lanka over 
the past several months and represents a renewed 
opportunity for the people of Sri Lanka to join to-
gether in the spirit of reconciliation, tolerance, and 
peace. As you continue your work to build a pros-
perous, democratic, and united Sri Lanka, I offer 
my best wishes for a happy New Year and a peaceful 
year ahead.

Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group and embarked 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 hosted distinguished 
visitors from India and Sri Lanka on April 17 and 
19 respectively. 
Included among the visitors were U.S. Ambassa-
dor to India Richard Verma, Commander of the Sri 
Lankan Navy Vice Adm. Jayantha Perera, Sri Lanka’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Mangala Samaraweera, 
and Sri Lanka’s State Minister of Defense Ruwan 
Wijewardane.

“This was amazing and an extraordinary opportuni-
ty for us to see first hand the enormity and complex 
set of flight operations,” said Samaraweera. “This is 
something we have only seen in films before.”
The guests were sponsored by U.S. 7th Fleet and 
embarked Carl Vinson to get a better understand-
ing of U.S. aircraft carrier operations at sea.

USS CARL VINSON 
HOSTS INDIA, SRI LANKA 
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

From Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group Public Affairs

PHOTO CREDIT: U.S. Embassy Colombo

STRENGTHENING 
THE U.S.-SRI LANKA PARTNERSHIP 

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
LASTING PEACE - SECRETARY KERRY
During his visit to Sri Lanka, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry  
addressed a public event in Colombo on Strengthening the U.S.-
Sri Lanka Partnership for Human Rights and Lasting Peace. The 
event was organized under the auspices of the Lakshman Kadir-
gamar Institute of International Relations and Strategic Studies 
on May 2, 2015.

SECRETARY KERRY: I am really happy to be here and I’m 
very happy to welcome all of you here. No, you are welcom-
ing me – it’s a mutual welcome, admiration, effort. And I can’t 
thank Mangala and Sri Lanka enough for the very generous 
welcome that you gave me this morning when I first came 
here. I came over to that historic building that is now the for-
eign ministry. Thank you for that, my friend.
I also want to thank you for your remarkable efforts – yours 
and the president’s and prime minister’s – on behalf of the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka. And I thank you for something else. A week 
ago I was in northern Canada, just below the Arctic Circle, not 
far from the Arctic Ocean, where I was assuming the chair-
manship of the Arctic Council. And I want you to know it is a 
welcome change to enjoy the warm weather here. I didn’t see a 
lot of igloos around, happily.
I also want to say thank you to all of you who have come here 
– students, educators, civil society activists, religious leaders, 
and to everyone from the government, the diplomatic com-
munity, and the private sector who has committed time to be 
here to share some thoughts this afternoon.
It is fitting that we gather today under the auspices of the Lak-
shman Kadirgamar Institute. Lakshman was, to put it simply, a 
brave man and a good man. He rejected recrimination in favor 
of reconciliation. He knew that the future demanded that his 
country move beyond the more difficult chapters of its past. 
And he devoted his last years to healing Sri Lanka and to lead-
ing it to its rightful place within the community of nations. 
He said wisely, “We have to live in Sri Lanka as Sri Lankans, 
tolerating all races and religions.”

CONTINUE READING THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE ADDRESS AT: http://www.state.gov CONTINUE READING AT: http://www.navy.mil
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THE EMBASSY OF SRI LANKA JOINS  
PASSPORT DC’S AROUND THE WORLD 

TOUR IN THE U.S. CAPITAL
The Embassy of Sri Lanka in Wash-
ington D.C. opened its doors to 
American visitors as part of Passport 
DC’s Around the World Embassy 
Tour on May 2nd, 2015, promoting 
Sri Lanka as an exciting destination 
among prospective US tourists. 
Over one thousand visitors were 
treated to traditional Sri Lankan 
hospitality with a sample of Sri Lan-
kan authentic cuisine and a peek at 
the country’s rich cultural heritage. 
The colorful photo exhibition of Sri 
Lankan touristic attractions capti-
vated the attention of all visitors.   
The Sari Corner generated much ex-
citement among the ladies and the 

opportunity to be clad in colour-
ful Sri Lankan attire proved popu-
lar. Visitors tried their hand at the 
Sinhala and Tamil scripts, making 
an effort to write their names in Sri 
Lanka’s national languages. 
Passport DC is a Washington DC’s 
citywide international cultural 
awareness program that enables 
residents and visitors to experience 
and explore the international cul-
ture that flourishes alongside and 
beyond Washington’s renowned in-
stitutions. It is presented by Cultural 
Tourism DC in partnership with 
participating Embassies and affili-
ates.
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