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FOREIGN MINISTER
SAMARAWEERA
HIGHLIGHTS DOMESTIC
LEGISLATIVE MEASURES
TO COMBAT TERRORIST
FINANCING AND
MONEY LAUNDERING

Making a statement in Parliament on March 18, 2015,
Foreign Minister Mangala
Samaraweera
presented
amendments to the United
Nations Act which gives effect in Sri Lanka to the UN
Security Council Resolutions against money laundering and financing of
terrorism. In addition to
presenting details of action
against money laundering
and combatting terrorism,
the Minister also explained
the efforts being taken by
the Government in defending the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka
as well as renewing engagement with the international community and organizations
to - among other matters- expedite the reconciliation process in Sri Lanka.
Minister Samaraweera stated that “the Sri Lankan diaspora
whether it be Sinhala, Tamil or Muslim, has an extremely
important role to play not only in taking the reconciliation process forward, but they have an important role to
play in taking Sri Lanka forward as a nation. Some of the
best world class doctors, scientists, lawyers and other professionals who our nation can be proud of as Sri Lankans
make up this diaspora and we must enable them to take
part in our journey to make Sri Lanka a truly multi-racial,
multi-cultural, multi-religious and multi-lingual democracy.”
READ THE MINISTER’S FULL STATEMENT AT:
http://www.slembassyusa.org

THE WASHINGTON DIPLOMAT:

SRI LANKA’S FRESH START
The widely circulated “The Washington
Diplomat” newspaper carried a front-page lead
story on Sri Lanka, including excerpts of an interview with Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam.

New Government Promises
Fresh Start for War-Weary
Sri Lanka
by Larry Luxner
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Ten years after Mahinda Rajapaksa became its president and
six years after the end of a devastating civil war that killed as
many as 100,000 people, Sri Lanka finally has a new leader
— Maithripala Sirisena — and a new ambassador in Washington.
Prasad Kariyawasam, a career diplomat with 34 years of experience under his belt, presented his credentials to President
Obama last July. And Sirisena, who was Rajapaksa’s health
minister before launching a surprise bid to run against his
former friend, assumed office as Sri Lanka’s head of state in
early January, following an election dominated by accusations
of corruption, nepotism and authoritarianism.
READ FULL ARTICLE AT:
http://www.washdiplomat.com
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY TOM MALINOWSKI AT THE FORUM ON
WOMEN’S ROLE IN POST-WAR RECONCILIATION IN COLOMBO
Addressing the Forum on Women’s Role in Post-War Reconciliation at the BMICH in Colombo on April 2, 2015, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights and
Labour Tom Malinowski said that for thirty years, Sri Lanka
experienced “some of the evils that now bedevil other deeply
troubled parts of the world – including terrorism, driven by a
fanatical ideology, employing suicide bombing, hurting most
of all the people it falsely claimed to defend.”
He said that Sri Lanka has a chance now to achieve reconciliation, justice and true peace.
Assistant Secretary Malinowski was visiting Sri Lanka from
April 2–4, 2015.
READ FULL TEXT OF REMARKS AT: http://slembassyusa.org
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Assistant Secretary Malinowski calling on Foreign
Minister Mangala Samaraweera in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

SENATOR DICK DURBIN HIGHLIGHTS
DR. SIVA SIVANANTHAN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICA
his undergraduate studies at the Science Faculty of the
University of Peradeniya.
Senator Durbin discussed Dr. Sivananthan’s achievements
and the impact of the technology he pioneered for night
vision sensors that protect the U.S. military and solar cells
that provide renewable energy.
Sivananthan Laboratories, Inc. is the high-tech business
incubator founded by Dr. Sivananthan, which is focused
on promoting economic growth in Illinois, the United
States and around the world through fostering cuttingedge, fundamental research and development.

Noting the importance of federal funding for research,
Senior Senator from Illinois Dick Durbin highlighted Dr.
Siva Sivananthan’s contributions to American technological innovation. Dr. Sivananthan hails from Jaffna and did

Dr. Sivananthan is also committed to giving back the fruits
of his success to his home country. He has developed and
sponsored initiatives to support Sri Lankan universities
with training and educating scientists, engineers and technicians in solar photovoltaic technology.
READ MORE AT: http://www.businesswire.com/

SRI LANKAN-ORIGIN DR. AJIT YOGANATHAN ELECTED
TO THE U.S. NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING
Dr. Ajit Yoganathan, originally from Sri Lanka, has been
elected a member to the United States’ National Academy
of Engineering (NAE) in recognition of his contributions
to the field. The induction ceremony will take place on
October 4th in Washington, D.C.
Election to the National Academy of Engineering is among
the highest professional distinctions accorded to an engi-

neer. Academy membership honors those who have made
outstanding contributions to “engineering research, practice, or education, including, where appropriate, significant contributions to the engineering literature,” and to
the “pioneering of new and developing fields of technology, making major advancements in traditional fields of
engineering, or developing/implementing innovative approaches to engineering education.”
READ NAE PRESS RELEASE AT:
http://www.nae.edu
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SRI LANKAN HONOURED BY
PRESIDENT OBAMA FOR
OUTSTANDING MENTORING
President Obama has named fourteen individuals and
one organization as the newest recipients of the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Mathematics,
and Engineering Mentoring (PAESMEM). These mentors will receive their awards at a White House ceremony later this year.
Sri Lankan-origin Tilak Ratnanather of the Johns Hopkins University is among the honorees.

The Presidential Award for Excellence in Science,
Mathematics, and Engineering Mentoring is awarded
by the White House to individuals and organizations
to recognize the crucial role that mentoring plays in
the academic and personal development of students
studying science and engineering.

READ WHITE HOUSE PRESS RELEASE AT: https://www.whitehouse.gov

CENTRAL BANK OF SRI LANKA
MONETARY POLICY REVIEW
– MARCH 2015
According to recently released data by the Department
of Census and Statistics, the Sri Lankan economy is estimated to have grown by 7.4 per cent in 2014 compared to
7.2 per cent in 2013. Going forward, the economy is expected to maintain its growth momentum in 2015 amidst
sustained low and stable inflation and expected improvements in business confidence.
Headline inflation, on a year-on-year basis, decreased significantly to 0.6 per cent in February 2015 from 3.2 per
cent in the previous month reflecting the downward revision of domestic fuel prices and the reduction in the
prices of certain essential items announced in the Interim
Budget 2015.
The external sector remains resilient with continued foreign currency inflows to the current account as well as to
the financial account of the Balance of Payments.
READ FULL REVIEW AT: http://www.cbsl.gov.lk

SRI LANKAN STANFORD
ENGINEER DEVELOPS
BRAILLE-WRITER APP
Initially creating a prototype touchscreen Braille-writer
during a Stanford Engineering summer course while a
Stanford engineering doctoral candidate, Sri Lankan Sohan Dharmaraja, has succeeded in developing the fullblown iPad app, what is now known as iBrailler Notes.

SRI LANKA
IN DISNEY’S
SPOTLIGHT
A top Disney movie ‘Monkey Kingdom’, a featurelength wildlife documentary will debut in the U.S.
cinemas on 17 April across the country.
Filmed almost entirely around ancient city of
Polonnaruwa in Sri Lanka, the film documents the
life of a troop of wild toque-macaque monkeys
(rilaw), including breathtaking action sequences
set in the precincts of the sacred city.
The film is directed by Mark Linfield and Alastair
Fothergill, who were responsible for other Disney
blockbusters such as ‘Earth’.

READ FULL STORY AT: http://engineering.stanford.edu
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Picture Graham Crouch for The New York Times

IN THE HILLS OF SRI LANKA’S TEA COUNTRY
By ROBERT DRAPER
The man in the khaki vest slurped noisily
from his cup, descended briefly into scowling meditation, spat the contents into a sink
and then unleashed a torrent of approving
descriptors, lavishly rolling his r’s along the
way: “No foreign taste, very refreshing, robust, strong tannins, a tingly sensation at
the end of the tongue — good show!”
I sipped as well and nodded gravely, thinking: right, but it’s still tea. Granted, it was excellent tea, cultivated just outside the Norwood Estate processing factory where we
stood, surrounded by whirring machines
and immense bags stuffed with tea leaves.
Here, near the town of Hatton, in the alluring hill country of Sri Lanka, some of the
finest tea in the world is grown at an elevation exceeding 4,000 feet. And as Andrew
Taylor, the vest-clad Norwood resident
planter and native Sri Lankan, had made
emphatically clear, everything about this
beverage required martial exactitude, from
the small-handed women who carefully
picked the leaves to the 170 minutes the
leaves spent being machine-oxidized, to the
21 minutes of drying on long trays, and at
last to the six minutes Mr. Taylor cheerily
advised me was optimal to consume my
drink after it was brewed — “so bring your

stopwatch, ha ha!” Nonetheless, I confessed
that I had other liquid preferences.
“Coffee has almost no medicinal effects,”
the planter scoffed. A regimen of four cups
of tea a day, on the other hand, would indemnify me against indigestion, heart disease and general dysfunction. I asked Mr.
Taylor how many cups he consumed daily.
He beamed and replied, “Five to six.”
Sri Lanka is a sunny heartbreak of a nation,
a welcoming South Asian island country
beset by three decades of ethnic war that
came to an end in May of 2009, when the
Sinhalese government routed the Tamil
Tigers in a brutal show of overwhelming
force. As many as 100,000 Sri Lankans died
along the way. Another 38,000 were killed
when the tsunami of 2004 pulverized its
eastern coast.
It’s entirely possible to visit the country formerly known as Ceylon in a state of blissful
ignorance, to ogle its elephants and leopards roaming about in the national parks,
or to languish on the many beach resorts in
coastal Galle and Batticaloa, and in that way
sidestep altogether the scabs of history.
By contrast, the hill country stretching
across the island’s midsection presents an
authentic side of Sri Lanka that can be vis-

ited without experiencing pangs of guilt.
Though largely unblemished by the long
war, the roots of conflict — proud Buddhist
nationalism (as evinced by the region’s great
temples), the residue of British colonialism
(apparent in its tea estates) and Tamil militancy (expressed in a single but notable act
of violence, a deadly bombing in a Buddhist
temple) — are all here to be discovered and
pondered.
READ FULL ARTICLE AT: http://www.nytimes.com

