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PRESIDENT MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA
VISITS INDIA ON FIRST OVERSEAS
VISIT SINCE ASSUMING OFFICE

President Maithripala Sirisena completed
a successful three-day State visit to India
from February 16th – 18th 2015. This was
the first overseas visit by President Sirisena
after assumption of office last month.

Later, President Sirisena and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi held bilateral
talks at Hyderabad House, where the Prime
Minister also hosted a luncheon in honour
of President Sirisena.

Relations between India and Sri Lanka
have not just been reinforced during this
visit but have also gained new heights,
direction and momentum. This visit saw
the signing of four bilateral instruments
relating to Civil Nuclear Cooperation, Nalanda University, Cooperation programmes
relating to Agriculture and Culture.   

Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi
congratulated President Sirisena on
his momentous electoral victory and
commended the important steps taken by
him to significantly strengthen democracy,
good governance and the rule of law and
Sri Lanka’s renewed engagement with the
international community.   

President Sirisena and Mrs. Jayanthi
Sirisena left for India on February 15th on
an invitation extended by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Upon arrival
in India on February 16th, a special welcome ceremony was accorded to President
Sirisena by Indian President Pranab
Mukherjee at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
which comprised a ceremonial reception,
guard of honour and a 21-Gun Salute.

In his opening remarks at the bilateral
discussions, President Sirisena observed
that the relationship between Sri Lanka and
India spans thousands of years and said “I
am extremely pleased to undertake my
first overseas visit to Maha Bharatha, India
within a very short time since my election
as President.”
READ MORE AT: http://www.priu.gov.lk/

PRESIDENT
VISITS
THE UNITED
KINGDOM

President Maithripala Sirisena and Mrs.
Jayanthi Sirisena began a four-day official visit
the United Kingdom on March 9, 2015.
President Sirisena, as the Chair in Office of the Commonwealth, will attend the
Commonwealth Day Observances, themed ‘A
Young Commonwealth’.
The day’s events will take place in the presence
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Head of
the Commonwealth, His Royal Highness the
Duke of Edinburgh, members of the Royal
Family and senior politicians, High Commissioners, and Commonwealth dignitaries.
READ MORE AT: http://www.priu.gov.lk/
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FOREIGN MINISTER ADDRESSES
THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL IN GENEVA

Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mangala Samaraweera addressing the High Level segment on the opening day of
the 28th Session of the UN
Human Rights Council, on
2nd March 2015 in Geneva
briefed the Council on developments in Sri Lanka following the presidential election on 8th January and the

new Government taking office. The Minister stated that
the Government was committed to engage and work
in cooperation with a range
of international organisations and countries and seek
solutions to issues through
dialogue, cooperation and
understanding.

READ THE FULL STATEMENT AT : http://slembassyusa.org/
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FINANCE MINISTER RAVI KARUNANAYAKE
CONCLUDES SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO WASHINGTON

IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde warmly welcomed Finance Minister Karunanayake to the IMF and
discussed all aspects of recent developments in Sri Lanka.
Minister emphasized the urgent need for increasing government revenue and simplifying country’s tax administration with tax reforms for passing benefits of the development to all Sri Lankans. The Joint Statement issued after
the meeting states:
“We had a fruitful discussion about recent economic
developments in Sri Lanka and the near-term outlook.
These discussions will continue in the context of the next
regularly scheduled Post-Program Monitoring mission
led by Todd Schneider, which will visit Sri Lanka from
February 23 through March 4. IMF Asia and Pacific
Department Director Changyong Rhee will also join the
mission to meet with senior officials.

Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayake visited Washington
D.C. from February 17th to 18th and met with senior officials of the Bretton Woods institutions, the US Treasury,
the US Department of State and the White House. He met
with Managing Director of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Christine Lagarde, the World Bank’s Managing Director Sri Mulyani Indrawati, and US Assistant Secretary for Treasury Ramin Toloui as well as US Assistant
Secretary of State for South and Central Asia Nisha Biswal
and the senior officials of the White House.
Finance Minister Karunanayake briefed both the Managing Director of the World Bank and Managing Director
of International Monetary Fund (IMF) of the new government’s policy agenda aimed at long-term sustainable
development and inclusive growth following the 100 day
programme of the Government which has specific tasks to
be accomplished. He emphasized that steps have already
been taken to eliminate wasteful expenditures and corruption.

The Post-Program Monitoring mission is expected to be
followed by IMF technical assistance missions focused
on tax policy and administration, public financial management, and financial sector supervision.
Management level dialogue will continue on the occasion of the Spring Meetings of the IMF and the World
Bank in April.”
The World Bank Managing Director Indrawati welcomed
the new government’s emphasis on improving governance,
transparency and accountability and assured the World
Bank’s continued assistance to Sri Lanka in its development efforts, including during this critical transformation
period. She assured that the World Bank would favorably consider request for program support under its Development Policy Loan (DPL) scheme. Highlighting the
importance of close partnership between Sri Lanka and
the World Bank and Managing Director Indrawati echoed
the importance of the visit by Bank’s Vice President for
South Asia Region Annette Dixon and team currently in
Sri Lanka for ongoing consultations with the Sri Lankan
Authorities. Minster Karunanayake appreciated Managing Director Indrāvati’s offer of assistance and invited her
to visit Sri Lanka at an early date.

Cont. on Page 03
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AMBASSADOR
KARIYAWASAM SPEAKS
AT THE CHICAGO COUNCIL
ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS

At the invitation by the prestigious
Chicago Council on Global Affairs,
Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam
addressed a roundtable discussion
on Sri Lanka at the Council on February 27.

The Ambassador briefed the participants on current developments in
Sri Lanka in the context of the recent presidential election and future
prospects for the country. Founded
in 1922, the Chicago Council of
Global Affairs is an independent,
non-partisan organization committed to educating the public—and influencing the public discourse—on
global issues of the day.
The Council provides a forum in
Chicago for world leaders, policymakers, and other experts to speak

to its members and the public on
these issues.
During his visit to Chicago the
Ambassador also spoke at the University of Chicago Harris School for
Public Policy, addressing the Asian
student group on the topic “Sri Lanka- a new government, new opportunities”. Chicago Harris, one of the
six professional schools at the University of Chicago, is part of a worldclass intellectual community that
reflects the University’s tradition of
scholarship.
While in Chicago, the Ambassador
visited the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME), which is the world’s
leading and most diverse derivatives
marketplace, handling 3 billion contracts worth approximately $1 quadrillion annually, on average.

US CONTINUES
TO ASSIST
DEMINING IN
SRI LANKA

Continuing its assistance for demining
in war-affected areas in Sri Lanka, the
United States has donated nearly Rs.
300 million worth demining equipment to the Sri Lanka Army.
Lieutenant Dave Chesson from the U.S.
Embassy in Colombo delivered the donated equipment on February 25, to
assist with demining efforts in the former war-affected areas of Sri Lanka.
   
The particular shipment, valued at
nearly Rs. 300 million is just a part of
continuing U.S. assistance with demining efforts across the country since
2009, the Embassy said in a statement.

VISIT THE NEW
OFFICIAL FACEBOOK PAGE
OF THE MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
The new official Facebook page of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs can be
accessed at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Ministry-of-Foreign-Affairs-SRILANKA/787702567985352

FINANCE MINISTER CONCLUDES ...
Minister Karunanayake also met
senior officials of the US Treasury
and discussed developments in Sri
Lanka. The Minister sought US technical assistance for capacity building
in tax reforms. Assistant US Treasury Secretary Ramin Toloui assured
that official level discussion will continue to identify specific areas for
technical assistance.
During the visit, Minister Karunanayake met with Nisha Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State for Central
and South Asia and reiterated that
the Government will ensure an inclusive political culture and good
governance. The Government will
focus on sustainable development
with the assistance both bilateral and
multilateral partners.

Assistant Secretary Biswal welcomed
the positive initiatives taken by the
new government towards an inclusive society in Sri Lanka.
Finance Minister Karunanayke held
meeting with the senior officials of
the Department of Global Economics and Finance at the White House
to discuss recent economic developments in Sri Lanka and briefed
White House officials of the Government’s inclusive and sustainable
economic policies based on good
governance.
Central Bank Governor Arjuna Mahendran and Ambassador Prasad
Kariyawasam were associated with
the Minister at these meetings.
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IN ASIA, TASTES OF THE SEA
The relationship between Asia and the seas
and oceans that surround it is broad and
deep. Part of that has to do with the bounty
its residents harvest from those waters. We
asked chefs like David Kinch and Andy
Ricker, as well as cookbook writers and
food experts, for some of their most memorable experiences with Asia and its seafood.

GRILLED FISH IN
SRI LANKA
The cookbook writer Naomi Duguid recalls
the fishermen in Sri Lanka who made her
nightly meals of grilled fish possible.
In the summer of 1980, three years before a
civil war changed everything and 24 years
before the deadly tsunami, three friends
and I left the monsoon gray and rain of Colombo and made our way across Sri Lanka
in a series of buses to the bright sunshine of
the northeast coast. The last bus dropped us
at a deserted little junction with one small
tea shop. A short walk away we came to the
wide pristine beach and the long elegant
sweep of Kalkudah Bay. We found a small
minimalist beach-hut kind of place to stay,
run by a genial, open-faced man named Felix. He was Sinhalese, a rarity in this Tamildominated area.
“There’s no electricity here yet,” Felix said,

“so the beer is warm and we have no ice.
Food is simple. You need to tell me before
I go to the market in the morning if you are
eating supper here, and whether you want
grilled fish or fish curry.”
Early the next morning I could see several
groups of men down the beach, hauling
something. When I got closer I saw that
the men were lean and sinewy, very dark
skinned, their narrow frames wrapped in
knee-length sarongs. They were in two
lines, each pulling hard on a thick rope attached to a seine net that lay heavily in the
water.
I asked Felix about them later. “They’re Veddas, aboriginal people,” he told me. “They
don’t own the nets. They work for the men
who do. They’re paid with the smallest fish,
the poorest part of the catch, almost nothing sometimes.”
It became the most important part of my
day, going out in the morning to watch
their extraordinary efforts. After the net
was dropped from a small boat, two groups
of men would take hold of the long, heavy
rope at each end of it, wade in to shore and
then start hauling. Gradually as they pulled,
they would move toward each other, trapping the fish between the net and the shore.
They used the weight of their bodies, tied
into the rope and straining at an angle, as

well as their hands. The morning sun gave
them long Giacometti-like shadows on the
pale sand.
Slowly, the angled leaning and straining
eased as the net and its catch reached the
very shallow water and could be pulled up
onto the sand and picked over for fish. A
record of their efforts stayed until the next
high tide: a dense collection of deep footprints in the sand, along with the scuffs and
marks of the ropes.
Each night I ate grilled fish. (When the
fish is that fresh, why mess with it?) Some
were rich and deliciously oily, others firmer.
Some were from the seine net catch, and
some Felix bought from boat-bound fishermen. The only names I remember are sudaya and godaya, which Google tells me are
a kind of sardine and mullet, respectively.
Alongside the fish we’d have a chile-hot
chutney, rice and a salad or simply cooked
vegetables. Yes, the beer was warm, but we
didn’t care. And of course it wasn’t just the
setting and the freshness of the fish that
made each meal special, but also the longlived ritual that brought it to us.
More on Sri Lanka, No. 22 in our list of
52 Places to Go in 2015.
NAOMI DUGUID is the author of
“Burma: Rivers of Flavor.”
THE FULL STORY CAN BE READ AT : http://www.nytimes.com

