February 2015

NEWS

SRI
LANKA
Embassy of Sri Lanka, Washington DC
FOREIGN MINISTER SAMARAWEERA CONCLUDES
SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO THE US CAPITAL
to strengthen US-Sri Lanka bilateral relations and future steps
to be taken to achieve envisaged objectives. Inviting Secretary
Kerry to visit Sri Lanka at an appropriate time, Minister Samaraweera stressed that he looks forward to working closely
with the Secretary of State and other important partners in
the United States to enhance relations between the two countries to a state of excellence.
Addressing a full house at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, the oldest international affairs think-tank
in the US, after warm welcome remarks by its newly appointed President, the former US Deputy Secretary of State
Ambassador William J. Burns, the Minister spoke at length
on the post-Presidential election developments in the country including steps being taken for reconciliation, strengthening democracy and good governance and also set out foreign
policy objectives of the Government.
Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera visited Washington
DC from 11-12 February. The visit which was his first to the
US capital since assuming office as the Minister of Foreign
Affairs followed the visit of US Assistant Secretary of State Nisha Biswal to Colombo on 2-3 February and coincided with
the completion of 30 days in office of the new Government
in Sri Lanka.
During the two day visit, the Minister held a range of meetings including with Secretary of State John F. Kerry, National Security Adviser Susan Rice, co-chairs of the Sri Lanka
Caucus in the US Congress, Chris Van Hollen and Robert
Aderholt, Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Congressman Ed Royce and Ranking Member of the
Committee, Congressman Eliot Engel. The visit also included
speaking engagements followed by interactive sessions at the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace on ‘Sri Lanka
after the Presidential Election’ and at the National Press Club
on ‘Sri Lanka – US Relations’.
Welcoming Minister Samaraweera to Washington DC, Secretary Kerry hailed the Presidential election on 8 January which
has set Sri Lanka in a new direction. Expressing support for a
Sri Lanka that is peaceful, democratic, prosperous, inclusive
and unified and the Government’s 100-day programme, Secretary Kerry stressed the commitment of the US Government
to the people of Sri Lanka and the ongoing efforts of the Government to strengthen democratic institutions in the country.
The discussions on a wide range of issues included measures

Speaking on Sri Lanka-US Relations at the National Press
Club, the Minister observed that shared values and commitment to democratic ideals gives much scope for the two countries to work together and that the Sri Lanka – US partnership
must take into account the island’s strategic geographic location.
Talk at Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
“Sri Lanka After the Presidential Election” - View
Talk at the National Press Club
“Sri Lanka-US Relations” - View
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“THIS YEAR THE WHOLE WORLD
IS CELEBRATING WITH SRI LANKA”

– US DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE
ANTONY BLINKEN AT SRI LANKA’S INDEPENDENCE DAY

Addressing a large gathering, including the Mayor of Washington DC
Muriel Bowser, who had all come together to celebrate Sri Lanka’s
67thAnniversary of Independence at the Reception organized by the Sri
Lanka Embassy in Washington DC, Deputy Secretary of State Antony
Blinkenstated that “this year the whole world is celebrating with Sri
Lanka.”He went on to say that “After the most successful election in [Sri
Lanka’s] history, Sri Lankans can stand proud alongside Americans as
keepers of the democratic dream” and that it is time for Sri Lanka “to
return to its rightful place as a respected member of the international
community.” To the applause of Sri Lankan Americans, the Washington diplomatic community and senior US government officials present on the occasion, he concluded his remarks by saying that “We are
proud to celebrate your anniversary, we are proud to stand with you in
the promise of a new day.”
Deputy Secretary Blinken was the chief guest at the Embassy celebrations, representing the Government of the United States of America.
US Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs Nisha D. Biswal, Ambassador Mr. Stephen Rapp of the Office of Global
Criminal Justice, Assistant US Trade Representative for South and
Central Asia Mr. Michael Delaney, USAID Assistant Administrator for
Asia Mr. Jonathan Stivers and World Bank Regional Vice President for
South Asia Ms. Annette Dixon were among the high level dignitaries
present.
Welcoming the gathering at the start of the evening’s proceedings, Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam said Sri Lanka is celebrating 67 years
of independence at a momentous time in her history, just less than a
month after a presidential election where the people of Sri Lanka reaffirmed their faith in democratic principles and governance. The presence of Deputy Secretary Blinken and Mayor Bowser on this important day for Sri Lanka, especially at a unique and decisive time for the
country, is a manifestation of the goodwill and friendship of the United
States towards Sri Lanka and a singular honour to its people and leaders as well as Sri Lankan-Americans living in the United States, the
Ambassador said. Ambassador Kariyawasam recalled the long years
of friendship that Sri Lanka shared with the United States.Headded
that Sri Lanka looks forward to strengthen bonds of friendship and
cooperation with the United States on the basis of our shared values,
our commitment to democracy, good governance and to international
peace and security.
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HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS VISITS SRI LANKA

Overjoyed Sri Lankan crowds gathered on either side of the
12 mile highway leading to the country’s capital Colombo to
catch a glimpse of His Holiness Pope Francis I who undertook a two-day State Visit to Sri Lanka from January 13 to 15,
2015. Pope Francis’ visit was the third papal visit to the island
nation and the first state visit by a foreign Head of State since
the election of President Maithiripala Sirisena a few days earlier. The last papal visit to Sri Lanka took place in 1995 when
His Holiness John Paul II visited the country.
Receiving the Pope at an elaborate welcoming ceremony at
the airport President Sirsena said, “The visit of Your Holiness
gives me an opportunity to receive your blessings as I commence my term of office… … My government is promoting
peace and friendship among our people after overcoming a
cruel terrorist conflict. We have people who believe in religious, tolerance, and co-existence based on our centuries old
religious heritage.”
Pope Francis spoke about Sri Lanka’s reconciliation process
and said “For that process to succeed, all members of society
must work together; all must have a voice. All must be free
to express their concerns, their needs, their aspirations and
their fears. Most importantly, they must be prepared to accept one another, to respect legitimate diversities, and learn
to live as one family.”

Later in the day, the Pope paid a courtesy call on President
Maithripala Sirisena. Inscribing in the guest book at the
Presidential Secretariat, as is customary for visiting foreign
dignitaries, he wrote “On those who serve the beloved people of Sri Lanka, I invoke the divine gifts of courage, wisdom
and discernment. Peace, reconciliation, harmony and happiness!!” The Pope also took part in an inter-religious meeting
held in Colombo.
The highlight of the visit was the canonization of 17th century Indian-born missionary Blessed Joseph Vaz on January
14, giving Sri Lanka its first saint, at the celebration of Holy
Eucharist held at the Galle Face Green Colombo attended by
over 500,000 people. Later that day the Pope visited the historical Shrine of Our Lady Madhu in Mannar in the northwest of Sri Lanka, giving the people of the formerly warravaged northern areas of the country the opportunity to be
blessed by him.
A commemorative stamp and a first day cover were issued
to mark the Pope’s visit to Sri Lanka. The Central Bank of Sri
Lanka also released a commemorative silver coin with a face
value of Rs.500 in recognition of the national importance of
the visit.

PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS APPOINTED

The newly appointed governors for Sri Lanka’s nine provinces
were sworn in before President Maithripala Sirisena in January. The governors are appointed for a period of five years.
As the heads of provincial governments, governors exercise
executive power in respect of subjects devolved to provincial
councils.
The new governors are:
Mr. K.C. Logeshwaran
- Governor of the Western Province
Dr. Hemakumara Nanayakkara
- Governor Southern Province
Ms. Amara Piyaseeli Ratnayake
- Governor of North Western Province.

Mr. H.M.G.S. Palihakkara
- Governor Northern Province
Mr. Austin Fernando
- Governor Eastern Province
Mr. B.M.A.R. Perera
- Governor North Western Province
Ms. Suranganee Ellawela
- Governor Central Province
Mr. P.B. Dissanayake
- North Central Province
Mr. M.P. Jayasinghe Esq.
- Uva Province
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WASHINGTON EMBASSY CELEBRATES THAI PONGAL

Religion had served as an agent and source of harmony among
all Sri Lankans as manifested once again by the visit of the Pope
who celebrated mass with all the people of Sri Lanka. Recalling
the recent elections in Sri Lanka which renewed the country’s
age-old democratic traditions, the Ambassador said that the
people from the four corners of the island reposed faith in a
new government for the country to reach new heights in democracy, rule of law, good governance and reconciliation.

The end of a bountiful harvest season celebrated by the Hindu
Tamil community the world over at Thai Pongal, was marked
by the Embassy of Sri Lanka in Washington DC on January 14,
2015 with a large gathering of guests from the Sri Lankan expatriate Tamil community, high level representatives from the
US Department of State led by Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia Nisha Biswal, and community leaders.
Welcoming a full house of guests, Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam said that the observance of diverse national and religious events in Sri Lanka is a testimony to and a celebration of
the true spirit of the country. He said that Buddhism and Hinduism had co-existed in the island for long years, later complemented by Christianity and Islam, all of which nurtured
the multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-cultural character
of the nation.

“THIS YEAR THE WHOLE WORLD .... (from page 02)

Addressing the gathering, Assistant Secretary Nisha Biswal
said that the celebration of Thai Pongal is a celebration of
community life, prosperity and desire for harmony of the
season. With the transition that the election had ushered
in Sri Lanka, the season had brought hope for an inclusive
future for all Sri Lankans. She recalled the rich diversity of
Sri Lanka, which had impressed her during her visit to the
country a year ago. Reiterating the recent messages from
the White House and Secretary of State John Kerry, Assistant Secretary Biswal expressed the desire of the United
States to work together with Sri Lanka for shared prosperity and to forge stronger bonds between the two countries.
Conducting the traditional Hindu religious observances, Swami Sivanatha Kurukkal blessed the President, the government
and the people of Sri Lanka as well as the Embassy staff and
those present. Mrs. Kanaga Ranganathan, a prominent member of the Sri Lankan community in the United States spoke of
the significance of Thai Pongal for the Hindu Tamil community.

The Ambassador read out the Government’s
collective pledge to peace, which was applauded by the audience and Deputy Secretary Blinken remarkedit “was an important
step towards healing [the] country’s wounds.”
In the morning of 4 February, the Ambassador and the Embassy staff hosted the traditional Independence Day ceremony at the
Embassy premises with multi-faith religious
observances conducted by religious dignitaries representing the Buddhist, Hindu, Christian and Islam faiths and in the presence of
representatives of the Sri Lankan community
in Washington DC.
Remarks by Ambassador Prasad
Kariyawasam
Remarks by Deputy Secretary Antony
Blinken

