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On behalf of the American people, I congratulate the people of
Sri Lanka on the successful and
peaceful conclusion of Sri Lanka’s
presidential election and incoming President Maithripala Sirisena on his victory. I also commend
the outgoing administration of
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa for facilitating a swift
and orderly transition of power.
Beyond the significance of this
election to Sri Lanka, it is also a
symbol of hope for those who
support democracy all around
the world.

Maithripala Sirisena was sworn in as the sixth Executive President of Sri Lanka at Independence Square in Colombo on January 9th, 2015 by senior most Supreme Court Justice
K J Sripavan. Leader of the United National Party (UNP) Ranil Wickremasinghe was thereafter sworn in as Prime Minister.
Addressing the public after taking office, President Sirisena pledged to uphold the sovereignty of the motherland and ensure a secure future for the Sri Lankan people. He reiterated
his commitment to work towards social, economic and political transformation as outlined
in his election manifesto and to uphold democracy, rule of law, good governance in the
country, and work for eradicating poverty and building an honest and civilized society. The
new President said that he will follow a profound foreign policy that would promote close
and friendly relations and cooperation with all nations and with all international organizations. President Sirisena thanked all those who worked for his victory and former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa for initiating the peaceful and smooth transition of office.

International and domestic monitors and observers were permitted to do their jobs. Sri Lankans
from all segments of society cast
their ballots peacefully, and the
voice of the people was respected. At this moment of hope, the
United States looks forward to
deepening its partnership with
the people and government of Sri
Lanka and to working with President Sirisena to advance peace,
democracy, and prosperity for all
Sri Lankans.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-pressoffice/2015/01/09/statement-presidentelection-sri-lanka
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POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AND PUBLIC SERVICE
SHOULD SET AN EXAMPLE TO COUNTRY
– PRESIDENT MAITHIRPALA SIRISENA

Good governance, which is the hope and expectation of everyone, could be realized by the political leadership and the
public service working in an exemplary manner, in carrying
out all their responsibilities, said President Maithripala Sirisena when he assumed duties at the Presidential Secretariat
on January 12th, 2015.
Addressing political leaders, senior public servants and employees of the Presidential Secretariat, he said it was the responsibility of all to ensure the functioning of an enlightened
and understanding public service in the country. His aim
was to establish and ensure a public service that would not
become the tool of those who come to power from time to
time, but be an institution of long-term genuine service to the
country and people.
He also said that in keeping with the needs of today it was
necessary to have a new political and administrative culture

that would contribute fully towards the eradication of poverty and corruption from the country. For this purpose he
invited all to come together in the genuine spirit of service to
the country.
Quoting from the Dhammapada that good governance in
keeping with the Dhamma would bring benefit to the people,
the President said the necessity today was not for kings, but
for those who engage in genuine service to ensure the dawn
of an era of good governance.
President Sirisena said he expected the cooperation of all,
including all political parties represented in Parliament, to
ensure the implementation of the policies and pledges in his
manifesto within a hundred days. He thanked all who contributed to and assisted in ensuring a successful election and
the new strength that has been given to democracy through
this election.

SRI LANKA’S PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A
“WORLD YOUTH SKILLS DAY” ADOPTED BY THE UN
On December 18, 2014, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted by consensus, a resolution,
spearheaded by Sri Lanka, declaring 15thJuly as the World Youth
Skills Day. Sri Lanka initiated this
resolution, with the assistance of
the G77 & China, to highlight at
the global level, the importance of
youth skills development. The goal
is to achieve better socio-economic
conditions for today’s youth, including as a means of addressing the challenges of unemployment and under employment.
The proposal to designate a day for youth skills development
was endorsed by both the youth and the policymakers, including Ministers, at the World Conference on Youth held
in Colombo in May 2014. The ‘Colombo Declaration’ which

was adopted by consensus, after detailed debate, called upon
the United Nations to designate a day to highlight youth skills
development to draw attention to the critical need for marketable skills. The successful adoption of this resolution by
the UN General Assembly is a fulfillment of a commitment
that was made by Sri Lanka to all youth around the world.
The resolution, endorsed by all UN regional groups, seeks to
generate greater awareness of and discussion on the importance of technical, vocational education and training and the
development of other skills relevant to both local and global
economies. It is hoped that it will contribute to reducing unemployment and underemployment among the youth across
the globe. Sri Lanka is pleased to contribute to the global efforts taken to address this growing problem by raising awareness of the need for skills development.
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SRI LANKA PARTICIPATES IN “WINTERNATIONAL 2014”

The Embassy of Sri Lanka in Washington D.C. participated
in the third consecutive Winternational celebrations on December 10, 2014, hosted by the Ronald Reagan Building and
International Trade Center. Over 20 countries participated in
this year’s Winternational showcasing their cultural heritage

through community- centric entertainment, interactive programming, arts and crafts, and cuisine. The event was well
attended by approximately 2000 guests including US government officials, diplomats, celebrities, and media personal.

FIFA CHIEF OPENS JAFFNA
FOOTBALL TRAINING FACILITY

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BOXING DAY TSUNAMI

Sri Lanka’s first-ever purpose built football training facility
was declared open in Ariyalai, Jaffna today (Dec 2) by visiting
FIFA President Joseph ‘Sepp’ Blatter, Sports Minister Mahindananda Aluthgamage, Ambassador of the Federal Republic
of Germany to Sri Lanka, Jürgen Morhard, FFSL President
Ranjith Rodrigo and several member association presidents
from Japan, Korea, Thailand, Pakistan, Bangladesh, UAE and
Saudi Arabia, along with other top FIFA and AFC officials
who graced the occasion.

The tenth anniversary of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami,
which claimed the lives of over 35,000 Sri Lankans and displaced about half a million people, fell on December 26th,
2014.The nation observed two minutes of silence to remember the victims at 9:25 am on December 26th, the time when
the first fateful wave struck the island.

Initiated in 2010, the Jaffna training facility is co-funded by
FIFA’s Goal program and the German Embassy’s Sports Development Program.
The first phase of the training facility in Jaffna includes a pavilion which can accommodate almost 200 spectators, a small
auditorium, office rooms, washrooms and accommodation
facilities for players, while the second phase includes an expansive outfield, which is currently in the process of completion.
More at

http://www.ft.lk/2014/12/03/fifa-chief-opens-jaffna-football-trainingfacility/

Since 2006, for eight consecutive years, Sri Lanka has marked
the anniversary of the tsunami, as the National Safety Day to
commemorate the lives lost and in an endeavour to increase
awareness among the public in such catastrophic disasters
and educate them to prepare for such disasters. This year’s
National Safety Day observances were held in Hambantota
under the theme “Towards a more secure tomorrow.” Previous National Safety Day commemorations were held in Galle, Ratnapura, Kandy, Kurunegala, Jaffna, Batticaloa, Badulla
and Kalutara districts.
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DISNEYNATURE FILMS “MONKEY KINGDOM” IN SRI LANKA
Sri Lanka’s ancient city of Polonanaruwa
served as the location for Disneynature’s new
nature documentary “Monkey Kingdom”,
which follows the story of a curious newborn macaque monkey Kip and its mother
Maya. The movie follows the travels and
travails of the mother and child during their
interactions with other wildlife in the jungle
while spotlighting the competitive hierarchy
within their troop of monkeys, the relationship the monkeys build with humans and
the dynamics within their co-existence. The
documentary is due to open in theaters on
April 17 in time for Earth Day

The official trailer can be viewed at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xasvQYdvSD0

WHERE TO GO IN 2015: SRI LANKA
In its annual list of Places to Go, New York
Times names Sri Lanka as one of the “52
places to Go in 2015”, placing the country at
No. 22.
Sri Lanka topped the list in 2010. Dan
Saltzstein an editor at the New York Times
travel section told Skift (an industry intelligence and marketing platform in travel)
that “…back then, it was just emerging from
years of strife. Today, it’s a more accessible
destination, so the focus is on new (and often luxurious) ways to access less-touristed
parts of the country, like Yala National Park
and Lake Koggala.”
More at
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/01/11/travel/52-places-to-goin-2015.html?ref=travel&_r=2

IN SRI LANKA, AN ISLAND OF DETACHMENT & DESIRE
Bare-chested fishermen idled on the rocks one afternoon and argued mellifluously. Bony children bobbed in the water, and tinny
music drifted from a stall where glistening mahi-mahi was on offer. Not one head turned when cows stumbled into an empty beach
cafe, scattering chairs and then wandering into the surf.
But the slow-motion beach scene isn’t the attraction at Weligama,
an escapist paradise open to the Indian Ocean and an infinite distance from angst. It is outshone by a dollop of an island 200 yards
offshore. Ringed by gleaming boulders and topped by a cloudwhite villa, Taprobane is now a landmark in Sri Lanka.
Continue reading at

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/28/travel/in-sri-lanka-an-island-of-detachment-and-desire.html

