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President Mahinda Rajapaksa addressed the 69th United Nations General  
Assembly on 24th September, 2014. Speaking on “Delivering on and  
Implementing a Transformative Post 2015 Development Agenda”, the  
President credited the role played by the United Nations in achieving the  
Millennium Development Goals through the improvement of standards of 
living, eradication of disease, education, and peacekeeping.

In order for the United Nations to gain confidence of the world  
community and to further their mission, the President noted that the UN 
must apply consistent standards to all member nations without selective  
discrimination. He drew attention to the matter, through the manner in which 
post-conflict Sri Lanka has been treated. He stated that human rights are  
being used as a tool to implement ill-conceived agendas of some, with no  
understanding of the complexity of the issues, and utter disregard of all  
significant achievements made by Sri Lanka in the past 5 years.

The President concluded his address by drawing inspiration from Gautama 
Buddha, who identified “the purpose of all human endeavors must be to  
construct order out of chaos, and harmony out of strife”.

Source: Ministry of External Affairs

BUSINESS COUNCIL 
FOR INTERNATIONAL 

UNDERSTANDING 
HOSTS BRIEFING FOR 

PRESIDENT

The Business Council for International 
Understanding (BCIU) hosted a briefing 
for President Mahinda Rajapaksa in New 
York City, during his visit to the United 
Nations.

The briefing was organised with two pri-
mary objectives. One was to gather rep-
resentatives from major U.S. companies 
that are either already investing in Sri 
Lanka or have an interest in exploring 
potential investment opportunities in the 
country. These representatives were giv-
en the opportunity to brief the President 
about their company’s interests as well 
as discuss with the President and other 
high-level Sri Lankan officials a variety 
of matters pertaining to doing business 
in Sri Lanka. Secondly, the Sri Lankan 
officials at the meeting had the opportu-
nity to brief this private sector group of 
the opportunities and benefits available 
in Sri Lanka.

While stating that “peace and stability” 
in the country is the greatest benefit Sri 
Lanka can offer to incoming companies, 
President Rajapaksa also noted that the 
country is also able to offer a high-skilled 
workforce.
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Some of the sectors that were highlighted 
as having immense potential for new in-
vestments were the services, healthcare 
and tourism sectors. Representatives 
from a number of leading U.S. compa-
nies, including those such as Boeing, Cit-
igroup and Exxon Mobil, participated in 
the briefing, many of whom expressed in-
terest in entering the Sri Lankan market.

BCIU is an international business asso-
ciation that was launched in 1955 as an 
initiative of the White House under U.S. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower. The 
organisation promotes commerce and 
diplomacy as a non-partisan facilitator 
of dialogueand alliances for the world’s 
leading businesses and political leaders.

Minister of External Affairs Prof. G.L. 
Peiris, Members of Parliament Mr. 
A.H.M. Azwer and Mr. J.R.P. Suriyap-
peruma, Secretary to the President Mr. 
Lalith Weeratunga, Sri Lanka’s Ambas-
sador to the United States Mr. Prasad 
Kariyawasam, Permanent Representative 
of Sri Lanka to the United Nations Dr. 
Palitha Kohona and the Deputy Perma-
nent Representative Maj. Gen. Shavendra 
Silva also attended the briefing.

Source: Ministry of External Affairs

SRI LANKA AND INDIA AGREES 
TO STRENGTHEN RELATIONS

President Mahinda Rajapaksa and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a 
bilateral discussion on 27th September. 
The two leaders met during their visit 
to New York City for the 69th United 
Nations General Assembly.

Prime Minister Modi discussed the 
details of his meeting with Sri Lanka’s 
Tamil National Alliance with President 
Rajapaksa, and shared his support for 
the Parliamentary Select Commit-
tee process (PSC). The Prime Minis-
ter also validates the importance of 
the President’s call for engaged talks 
with all parties concerned through the 
mechanism of the PSC. 

Prime Minister Modi was briefed 
on the efforts made by the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka in the 
Northern Province, which in-
cluded the allocation of Rs. 1.5. 
billion as financial resources in 
the annual budget.

On behalf of preserving each 
other’s maritime interests, both 
leaders agreed to proceed on the 
issues of unlawful fishing and 
bottom trawling with sensitivity.  

President Rajapaksa thanked the 
Indian leadership for the “sup-
port and constructive initiatives” 
they made at the United Nations 
Human Rights Council. To which 
the Prime Minister responded 
“We have to live together, so we 
must help each other”

Source: Media Unit - Presidential Secretariat

SRI LANKA AND JAPAN:  
A NEW PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN MARITIME COUNTRIES

The Prime Minister of 
Japan, His Excellency 
Shinzo Abe, paid an Of-
ficial Visit to the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic 

of Sri Lanka from 7 to 8 September 2014. This is the first 
visit to Sri Lanka by a Prime Minister of Japan in 24 years.

Prime Minister Abe and President Rajapaksa held a sum-
mit meeting on 7 September 2014. Recalling that His 
Excellency Nobusuke Kishi, the then-Prime Minister 
of Japan and grandfather of His Excellency Shinzo Abe, 
paid the first official visit by a Japanese Prime Minister to 
Sri Lanka in 1957, the two leaders reaffirmed the strong 
bonds of friendship between the two countries through 
generations. 

Recognizing Sri Lanka’s enormous potential as a maritime 
nation in the Indian Ocean, the two leaders expressed 
their determination to elevate Sri Lanka-Japan relations, 
which have matured and diversified based on the long-
standing friendship, into “a new partnership between 
maritime countries”; and further strengthen the coopera-
tive relations to play significant roles in the stability and 
prosperity of the Pacific and Indian Ocean regions. 

The two leaders noted the strategic geographical location 
of Sri Lanka, in the Indian Ocean sea lanes straddling Asia 
and Africa. Bearing in mind the importance of ensuring 
the freedom and safety of navigation in the region, the two 
leaders decided to establish the Sri Lanka-Japan Dialogue 
on Maritime Security and Oceanic Issues in order to ef-
fectively address the issues of mutual interest in oceanic 
issues. 

Source: Ministry of External Affairs
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AMBASSADOR KARIYAWASAM MEETS WITH CONGRESS MEMBERS

After presenting his credentials to President Barack Obama 
on 14 July, 2014, Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam met 
with several Members of the United States Congress of both 
Chambers to discuss issues of mutual interest and concern.
Ambassador Kariyawasam met, among others;

Congresswoman Karen Bass
Democrat, California, Foreign Affairs Committee

Congressman Rob Bishop
Republican, Utah, Armed Services Committee, 
Natural Resources Committee

Congressman Jason Chaffez
Republican, Utah, Subcommittee National Security, 
Committee on Homeland Security

Congressman Greg Meeks
Democrat, New York, Foreign Affairs Committee 

Congressman Paul Tonko
Democrat, New York, Energy & Commerce Committee

Congressman Steny Hoyer
Democrat Maryland

Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam

Congressman Thomas Marino
Republican, Pennsylvania, Homeland Security Committee, 
Foreign Affairs Committee

Congressman Albio Sires
Democrat, New Jersey, Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Transportation Committee

Senator Dick Durbin
Democrat, Illinois, Appropriations 
Committee, Foreign Relations Committee

Senator Mike Enzi
Republican, Wyoming, Homeland Security Committee

Senator Robert Menendez
Republican, New Jersey, Chairman of Foreign Relations 
Committee, Finance Committee

Congressman Ted Yoho
Republican, Florida, Agriculture Committee, 
Foreign Affairs Committee

Senator Michael Bennett
Democrat, Colorado, Agriculture Committee, 
Finance Committee

Senator Debbie Stabenow
Democrat, Michigan, Energy & Natural Resources 
Committee, Finance Committee

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse
Democrat, Rhode Island, Environment & 
Public Works Committee, Judiciary Committee
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SRI LANKA AND CHINA  
DEEPEN STRATEGIC COOPERATIVE PARTNERSHIP

A Strategic Cooperative Partnership was agreed upon by 
both China and Sri Lanka, during the official visit of the 
President of the People’s Republic of China to Sri Lanka. 
Following talks between President Mahinda Rajapaksa 

and President Xi Jinping on 16th September, 2014, a Plan 
of Action to deepen the Strategic Cooperative Partnership 
between the two countries was signed by the Minister of 
External Affairs of Sri Lanka, Prof. G.L. Peiris and the Chi-
nese Minister of Foreign Affairs, Wang Yi.

A number of Agreements covering bilateral economic 
cooperation, trade and commerce, power and energy, ag-
riculture, education and culture were also signed today, 
which would further strengthen the robust relations be-
tween the two countries.

Source: Ministry of External Affairs



Senator Jeanne Shaheen
Democrat, New Hampshire, Foreign Relations Committee, 
Armed Services Committee

Congressman Bill Keating
Democrat, Massachusetts, Foreign Affairs Committee, Home-
land Security Committee

Congressman Dana Rohrabacher
Republican, California, Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Science & Technology Committee

Congressman Steven Chabot
Republican, Ohio, Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Judiciary Committee, 
Congressman Chris Van Hollen, Jr., 
Democrat, Maryland, Budget Committee 

Congressman George Holding
Republican, North Carolina, Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Judiciary Committee

Congressman Ami Bera
Democrat, California, Only Indian American in Congress, 
Foreign Affairs Committee

Congressman Mario Diaz Balart
Republican, Florida, Appropriations Committee

Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
Republican, Florida, Foreign Affairs (Former Chairman)

Congressman Ed Royce
Republican, California, Current Chairman 
of Foreign Affairs Committee

Congressman Hank Johnson
Democrat, Georgia, Only Buddhist in Congress, 
House Armed Services Committee 

Congresswoman Lois Frankel
Democrat, Florida, Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Transportation Committee

Congressman Jeff Duncan
Republican, South Carolina, Natural Resources 
Committee, Foreign Affairs Committee

Senator Tim Scott
Republican, South Carolina, Energy & Natural 
Resources Committee
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MONETARY POLICY REVIEW SEPTEMBER 2014: 
Sri Lanka Gross Domestic Product Grows 

7.8% in Second Quarter of 2014
According to the Quarterly Estimates of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) Report by the Department of Census and 
Statistics, Sri Lanka’s GDP expanded by 7.8% in the Second 
Quarter of 2014 compared to Second Quarter of 2013. 

The total economic output of this year’s Second Quarter re-
corded a positive growth of USD 6.45 billion. The Agricul-
ture Sector at 10.5%, Industry Sector at 31.5%, and Service 
Sector at 58%, made a significant contribution to this GDP 
growth. 
The Colombo Consumer Price Index reflected a 3.6% in-
crease in inflation during the Second Quarter of this year as 
oppose to same period last year.

The growth of Broad Money declined in July 2014 to 11.9% 
from 13.3% in the previous month, while Net Foreign As-
sets of the banking system continued to improve. At the 
same time, it was observed by the Monetary Board that 
credit extended  to the private sector by commercial banks 
have remained modest in spite of the continued easing of 
the monetary policy, and is resulting in a large accumula-

tion of excess liquidity in the domestic money market. 
The Monetary Board is of the view that appropriate mon-
etary policy action needs implementation to address these 
concerns.   

Although there was an increase in earnings from exports, 
the trade deficit in the Second Quarter widened particularly 
due to higher expenditure on petroleum imports. However, 
the trade deficit in the first seven months of the 2014 re-
corded a decline compared to the corresponding period in 
2013. 

The Central Bank has absorbed over US dollars 1 billion 
from domestic foreign exchange market, and gross official 
reserves remain over USD 9 billion. Central bank enjoys ac-
cess to an additional USD 1.6 billion, due to bilateral Cur-
rency Swap Agreement entered into with the People’s Bank 
of China on 16th September 2014. The agreement in ten-
ured for 3 years and renewable, and is expected to further 
strengthen the external stability of the Sri Lankan economy.

Source: Central Bank of Sri Lanka



By Michael D. Mosettig

In a satellite photo of the Indian Ocean, the nation of Sri 
Lanka looks like a mere dot southeast of India. But to the 
extent that geography can be destiny, this nation of 21 mil-
lion has a key position in international politics. More than 
two-thirds of the world’s petroleum pass through these 
waters, as does an increasing share of the Western world’s 
trade with a dynamic Asia.

Sri Lanka is now the fastest growing economy in South 
Asia, but its path to recent prosperity has been anything but 
easy. In 2009, the government prevailed in a 6-year civil war 
against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). While 
the U.S. and other governments had labeled the LTTE a ter-
rorist group, it joined other Western governments and hu-
man rights groups seeking an investigation into allegations 
that the army killed, rather than captured, rebel leaders’ as 
the conflict ended.

Sri Lanka’s new ambassador to the United States, Prasad 
Kariyawasam, told Diplomatic Connections that his coun-
try has begun a process of reconciliation.

Diplomatic Connections: Excellency, thank you for join-
ing Diplomatic Connections for this interview. Your coun-
try has been through a rough several decades — a 26-year 
civil war, the 2004 tsunami. How are you healing at this 
point?

Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam: Sri Lankan civilization 
spans about three millennia with a recorded history of over 
2,500 years. In our history, we have had several periods of 
stress and trial. But we have always had the courage, forti-
tude and commitment to come out of situations of stress 
in our country. In the last 30 years, we had a very intense 
situation when a terrorist group waged a terror campaign 
to create a monoethnic state in the north of Sri Lanka. Be-
fore that, about 40 years back, we had a Marxist insurgency 
in southern Sri Lanka. That was also a drain on our coun-
try. Our governments have been able to contain and defeat        

insurgencies and terrorism, but at an unavoidable human 
and material cost. We are back to normal now. We are in the 
process of healing, reconciliation and consolidating peace.

Diplomatic Connections: I’ll get to the reconciliation later. 
I wanted to focus on a couple of more geopolitical items 
first. You’re in the center of one of the world’s most vital 
areas, equidistant to the most important sea routes between 
the Strait of Hormuz and the Straits of Malacca. But you’re a 
small nation, only the size of West Virginia. How does your 
country protect its freedom of action in such a geopolitical 
situation?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: Sri Lanka straddles a strategi-
cally important location in the world, the sea connecting 
the Orient with the Occident. Our ports have been used by 
ancient mariners, and now modern mariners as well, as a 
transit location and more. We are an island nation and is-
landers naturally welcome external influences, and enrich 
themselves by the positives of those interactions. As a re-
sult, we are today a multi-ethnic, multicultural, multi-reli-
gious nation. And similar to the U.S., we are also one of the 
oldest democracies in the world. In fact, as far back as 1931, 
Sri Lankans, both men and women obtained universal fran-
chise. Since then we have championed democracy. As is-
landers with no land borders, we value our independence. 
Like the U.S., we have in our history struggled to retain our 
sense of independence. Therefore, although we are far away 
from America and with only 21 million people as compared 
to your 314 million, we have certain ethics and values that 
are similar to protect our freedom and independence.

Diplomatic Connections: Given that people like Robert 
Kaplan and other strategic analysts are talking about the 
Indian Ocean becoming a place of major global competi-
tion in the coming years and decades, particularly between 
China and India, and perhaps the U.S. from a distance, what 
does Sri Lanka consider its vital interests in this situation?

Cont.
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Ambassador Kariyawasam: Our primary interest is to sus-
tain a peaceful environment in the country and in the mari-
time domain around Sri Lanka so that the economic and 
social development of our people can progress unimpeded, 
unrestrained. For that we require, and we are committed 
to ensuring, the maritime security around Sri Lanka in the 
Indian Ocean and beyond. In that context we are ready to 
work with regional countries as well as extra-regional pow-
ers to ensure that the Indian Ocean remains a region of 
peace, with secure sea lanes and protection against piracy. 
We want to work towards preventing transnational crimes 
such as human trafficking as well. We are willing to work 
with all countries that are interested in making the Indian 
Ocean a zone of peace.

Diplomatic Connections: In practical terms, what kind 
of port or basing arrangements do you foresee with other 
countries like India, China or even the United States?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: Colombo Port is the largest 
transshipment port in South Asia. It is a deep seaport that 
is open for all countries in the world, and it is owned by 
the Sri Lanka Port Authority, but we have several private 
sector entities effectively managing piers. Colombo Port is 
one of the most efficient in Asia. We have another new deep 
water port called Hambantota Port in the deep south which 
is still being developed to reach its full capacity. Sri Lankan 
ports are open for all shipping in the world. We welcome all 
interested businesses to use our ports for shipping related 
activities, which no doubt can be profitable. With regard to 
our connections with navies in the world, we are similarly 
open for exchanges and for arrangements that can make the 
seas and ocean around us secure. We are friends with the 
entire world.

Diplomatic Connections: Given the major countries that 
are in your neighborhood, how do you describe at the mo-
ment your relationship with India?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: India is our closest neighbor 
and a very close friend for centuries. We have civilizational 
connections with that country. Our relations with India 
have remained very robust, and of course like with any 
neighbor, there have been periods of stress and strain. But, 
being right next door, we solve issues amicably. We are good 
friends with the South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation countries and beyond as well, such as China and 
Japan. All these relations are mutually exclusive and close 
relationships.

Diplomatic Connections: You described your relations 
with China as friendly?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: Yes, close and friendly and a 
commercially and economically productive relationship.
Diplomatic Connections: Some of the analysts I’ve been 

talking to say there are two big stories in Sri Lanka: the eco-
nomic story and the political, human rights story. To start 
with the economic story, an Australian newspaper recently 
said your country is going through an economic miracle; 
your stock market is up 700+ percent over 13 years, which 
makes it look like a pretty good place to invest. What are the 
keys to becoming what economists call a “middle-income 
country?”

Ambassador Kariyawasam: Yes, we are a middle income 
country now and our growth rate is the highest in the re-
gion, and inflation around 5 percent. We enjoy good mac-
ro-economic fundamentals. Keys to success for developing 
countries are peace and stability. We achieved that in 2009 
when we defeated a terrorist group that was disturbing our 
country, and eliminated terrorism from our soil. Added to 
that is the high physical quality of life of our people, which 
means a higher literacy rate, good health indicators, and 
equal opportunities for men and women, and educated 
women. We have done very well on these social indicators 
for long years and now we are reaping results. Our people 
continue to enjoy free healthcare and free education, even 
at the university level. We continue to be proud of those 
achievements. We are in a sense a model developing coun-
try that has reached high levels of development at a lower 
cost. It is now required from our international friends to 
understand that we are on a painstaking, gradual and care-
fully planned reconciliation process. Time and space must 
be allowed to achieve our goals with our own efforts. Any 
unsolicited attempt to hurry us or force our hand will only 
vitiate the atmosphere and will lacerate wounds of the past 
that will make it much more difficult to consolidate peace.

Diplomatic Connections: Is that why your government has 
objected now to the UN Human Rights Council (UNHCR) 
investigation of the events of 2009? This time we are talking 
about a group headed by one of the world’s most respect-
ed statesmen, [former Finnish President and Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureate] Mr. [Martti] Ahtissaari of Finland.

Ambassador Kariyawasam: The primary reason is that we 
have ourselves set about achieving reconciliation and har-
mony locally, but at our own pace. It is against international 
law and practice to intervene in countries before domes-
tic efforts and domestic processes are allowed time to fully 
flourish and mature. It seems these are motivated attempts 
to direct and force our hand toward objectives that are not 
in tune with what the people of Sri Lanka are comfortable 
with. That is why we are against international intervention 
in our situation, especially when Sri Lanka’s situation is not 
a human rights or international security crisis in the world. 
Since there is no human rights crisis in Sri Lanka, it is baf-
fling as to why Sri Lanka is in focus with such high-level 
attention. 
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Some in Sri Lanka wonder whether it’s due to lobbying ef-
forts by Sri Lankan separatist groups living overseas who 
seem to be seeking retribution for the defeat of the Sri Lan-
kan separatist terrorist group LTTE. Sri Lankans wish to 
seek “restorative justice,” and not “retributive justice,” which 
seems to be the focus of the UNHRC investigation. Even 
the current high level set-up of this investigation seems to 
be way above the mandate given by the UNHRC.

Diplomatic Connections: Well, again, the United States 
and some other Western countries — India of course has 
changed its position now — have continued to push this. 
What do you tell the American government in this circum-
stance?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: The U.S. and Sri Lanka have 
a long and abiding productive relationship and we value 
that. The U.S. has stood by us every time we had an unex-
pected difficulty, including the tsunami disaster and in our 
struggle against terrorism. The U.S. is one of the first coun-
tries to ban LTTE as a foreign terrorist organization. The 
U.S. is our biggest export market. We have about 350,000 
Sri Lankan-Americans, and they are a very good medium 
for our connection to this great country. We appreciate our 
relationship with the U.S. and we are keen to further pro-
mote this valuable partnership, but there is dissonance with 
U.S.A. on the issue of human rights in Sri Lanka, especial-
ly the human rights related focus on the last stages of our 
armed conflict with the terrorist group. We need to work on 
these issues bilaterally to create a better understanding and 
more confidence in the U.S. with regard to the processes we 
have in motion, locally, to address their issues of concern. 
We have chosen a path of reconciliation based on recom-
mendations of our own Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commission, which are being implemented progressively.

Diplomatic Connections: You say “progressively.” Over 
what kind of timespan are you thinking of? I think there’s 
some feeling in U.S. official circles that the Tamils represent 
17 percent of your population, but they are not yet really 
fully participant in the economic, political and social life of 
your nation.

Ambassador Kariyawasam: First of all, that’s a misconcep-
tion. Colombo City has more Tamils than Sinhalese. That 
is the capital city of Sri Lanka. Seventy percent of Colombo 
City’s businesses are owned or run by Tamils, and there are 
Tamil cabinet ministers in the government. More Tamils 
live outside the Northern Province among Sinhalese. Tamil 
is an official language like Sinhalese. The Northern Province 
has an elected Tamil Chief Minister for the first time. This 
assertion that Tamils are not participating in the governance 
or economic activity of the country is a diabolic assertion. 
Second, with regard to further strengthening and sharing of 
political power both at the center and the periphery in the 
provinces, including the Tamil-dominated Northern Prov-

ince, we have an ongoing process of consultation in the Par-
liament of Sri Lanka. This is to work out arrangements that 
would be acceptable for all communities in the country, in-
cluding Sinhalese and Muslims, too. Muslims are important 
as they are 11 percent of our population and have their own 
issues. I am afraid Tamil separatist groups who have been 
campaigning against Sri Lanka for long years will be hav-
ing a very different idea of how Sri Lanka should evolve. Sri 
Lanka is not a country that is looking at mono-ethnic sepa-
ratist entities, but at multi-ethnic, multicultural integrated 
regions, like those in the United States.

Diplomatic Connections: Do you have any idea of when 
that goal might be achieved?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: We had a 30-year conflict with 
its attendant pain, emotional baggage and feelings of histor-
ic injustice perceived by all communities. These have to be 
handled step by step. You cannot heal all wounds overnight 
and we have to allow time and space. Just look at other situ-
ations in the world to see how much time has been taken 
in such scenarios. But we have been one of the fastest in 
rehabilitation and healing activities with certain landmark 
achievements. Let me tell you a few. At the end of the con-
flict, we rescued nearly 300,000 Tamils from LTTE custody.

We resettled all of them within two-and-a-half years. That’s 
a record. We had about 11,000 LTTE cadres in custody by 
the end the conflict. Almost all of them have been rehabili-
tated and released. We had large tracts of mined areas and 
all have been de-mined. In many other post-conflict situa-
tions around the world, people are still trying to de-mine. 
What we have achieved is monumental. But, when you deal 
with hearts and minds, initiatives can take even more time.

Diplomatic Connections: You’ve had a very interesting 
diplomatic career serving in a lot of important posts, in-
cluding the United Nations and India — your most im-
portant neighbor. How has that prepared you for this job, 
which as we have been discussing, the relations with the 
United States have had their ups and downs? So how do 
you feel taking on this job as a new ambassador here — tak-
ing on this job in this city, which has its own funny ways of 
doing business?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: I look forward to this chal-
lenge. I worked here at this embassy from ’95 – ’98. I recall 
during that time, in 1997, when I was here, the U.S. nam-
ing LTTE as a foreign terrorist organization. I have good 
memories of the U.S. as a country that stood by us then, and 
I don’t think that our relationship with the U.S. is down. It’s 
only some dissonance in terms of some issues that we have 
to find the best possible way forward, so that we can work in 
tandem. That is what I have set about to achieve. 

NEWS - SRI LANKA: The Embassy of Sri Lanka

07



We think of the U.S. as a country which we should have a 
strong and sustained relationship with. My objective will be 
to achieve a relationship that we can call as having reached 
a level of irreversible excellence.

Diplomatic Connections: The United States is now your 
largest export market. What are you doing to encourage 
even more, and particularly more American, investment in 
Sri Lanka?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: We are very eager that the U.S. 
engages with us economically, much more than now. There 
is great potential for investment for U.S. companies in Sri 
Lanka. We think U.S. businesses should look at Sri Lanka as 
a launching pad to reach the Indian subcontinent and leap 
into East Africa and to Southeast Asia by using the excellent 
sea connections we have from Colombo Port and Hamban-
tota Port. Around Hambantota Port you have large tracts 
of land that can be used for manufacturing for export. We 
think U.S. investment could look at Sri Lanka as a manu-
facturing hub for production and for sale into the whole of 
Indian Ocean littorals.

Diplomatic Connections: On that point, you’re getting a 
million tourists a year, but most of them come from Europe 
and an increasing number are coming from China. Any 

plans afoot to try and encourage more American tourism 
in your country?

Ambassador Kariyawasam: We would welcome more 
American tourists, but we recognize we’re a little far away. In 
a sense, we need to create packages that will attract Ameri-
can tourists, like for instance let’s say a total experience in 
tea and ancient culture. This means tea connoisseurs could 
go to Sri Lanka, stay in very comfortable accommodation 
in a hill country tea garden, drink and feel tea. Then they 
could marvel at monuments of our ancient civilization and 
feel our culture as well. Of course around our country there 
is warm sea water and golden sands. We can attract U.S. 
tourists for very specific excursions that will suit their indi-
vidual tastes. Sri Lanka is one of the unique countries in the 
world where you can see the largest sea animal, whales, and 
the largest land animal, elephants, from the same location. 
Near the city of Trincomalee, one can sit in a place near the 
sea and on one side one can see elephants, the other side 
one will see whales frolicking in the sea.

Diplomatic Connections: I’ll have to get there myself. Ex-
cellency, thank you very much for this interview with Dip-
lomatic Connections. We appreciate it.

Ambassador Kariyawasam: Thank you very much.

Source: Diplomatic Connections

NEW YORK TIMES: THE OPINION PAGES 
SRI LANKA AND HUMAN RIGHTS: 

AN AMBASSADOR’S VIEW
SEPT. 2, 2014

To the Editor:

Your Aug. 23 editorial “Sri Lanka’s Intransigence,” about the 
government’s refusal to cooperate with the United Nations 
investigation into suspected human rights abuses during 
the country’s civil war, makes insensitive assertions about 
my country.

Sri Lanka has enjoyed uninterrupted democracy since 1931. 
Last September we held the first election to the Northern 
Provincial Council, delayed by more than two decades be-
cause of the refusal of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
to politically empower people in the North. Now, the Tamil 
National Alliance is in control of provincial administration. 
To compare Sri Lanka to human rights and humanitarian 
emergencies elsewhere in the world is unjust.

We reject the United Nations investigation because its intru-
sive nature exceeds its mandate. It challenges the sovereign-

ty of our country; violates basic principles of international 
law; vitiates the atmosphere needed for reconciliation; and 
ignores substantial and progressive socioeconomic and po-
litical progress already achieved, including the resettlement 
of 300,000 displaced people and the reintegration of 11,000 
armed cadres.

The three-decade-long conflict with many failed attempts at 
peace because of L.T.T.E. intransigence affected the whole 
country. Local accountability mechanisms, now strength-
ened with international experts, are respectful of inherent 
social, cultural and ethnic susceptibilities, unlike the United 
Nations-driven process, which serves externally motivated 
interests and will destabilize the intricate balance of the na-
tional reconciliation process.

PRASAD KARIYAWASAM
Washington, Aug. 26, 2014

The writer is the ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United States.

Source: New York Times
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SRI LANKA RANKS HIGH IN SOUTH ASIA  
IN THE RULE OF LAW INDEX

World Justice Project (WJP), based in Washington DC, 
in its 2014 Rule of Law Index has ranked Sri Lanka 48th 
among 99 countries assessed by the Project. WJP Rule of 
Law Index is an assessment tool that offers a comprehensive 
picture of adherence to the rule of law, using experts and 
general populations of countries to assess issues of govern-
ment accountability, fundamental rights, openness of gov-
ernment and access to justice.

The Index assesses nine factors in this regard in each coun-
try, namely, constraints on government powers, absence of 
corruption, open government, fundamental rights, order 
and security, regulatory enforcement, civil justice, criminal 
justice and informal justice.

According to WJP Rule of Law Index 2014 Report “Sri Lan-
ka ranks 48th globally and outperforms its regional peers in 
most dimensions of the rule of law. The country also out-
paces most lower-middle income countries in several areas, 
ranking second in delivering effective criminal justice, de-
spite a recent deterioration in this area. Control of corrup-
tion is relatively effective (ranking 39th globally and first in 
the region)…..” Honorary Chairs of the Projects includes, 
among others, personalities like Madeleine Albright, Colin 
Powell, Desmond Tutu and Mary Robinson.

Source: World Justice Project,  
Embassy of Sri Lanka, Washington DC

AMBASSADORS’ CRICKET CUP TOURNAMENT 
WASHINGTON DC

The Embassies of Cricket playing nations located in Wash-
ington DC held their annual Ambassadors’ Cricket Cup 
Tournament 2014 this week with a view to further promot-
ing friendship, cooperation and camaraderie that happily 
exist between Cricket playing nations in the world and ex-
tending it towards the people of United States.

Teams from Australia, Bangladesh, India, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Sri Lanka, United Kingdom and West Indies 
represented by their Embassies participated in this compet-
itive event, showcasing the game of cricket in United States.

Sri Lanka team comprising of cricketing talent of some 
in Sri Lankan community in Washington region and the 
Embassy, competed with other teams in this tournament. 
This daylong event attended by American well-wishers and 
American communities of each country was embellished 
with traditional food and music, manifesting the charac-

ter of each participating country. Sri Lanka tent manifested 
festive atmosphere with Ceylon Tea and Kottu Roti being 
made available for those visiting the enclosure.

Ms. Nisha Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State for South and 
Central Asia of the US Department of State attended this 
event, visiting each country enclosure from South Asia.

A Reception was hosted by Embassy of Bangladesh in the 
evening to commemorate the occasion and for prize dis-
tribution. Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam in his remarks 
complimented the organizers and all participants and stat-
ed “The game of Cricket, the most popular sport in South 
Asia region, is more than a sport for the public in countries 
that enjoy Cricket. It is a way of life and an opportunity for 
friendship, manifesting social cohesion, transcending eth-
nic and cultural barriers. It is a game that link and create 
networks among peoples of different regions and cultures.”
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AMBASSADOR PRASAD KARIYAWASAM INAUGURATES 
SRI LANKAN RESTAURANT IN WASHINGTON, DC

Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam presenting a Memento to 
celebrate the inauguration of “Banana Leaf ”.

Sri Lankan cuisine is known to be one of South Asia’s most 
complex. While being distinct in its own right, it draws in-
fluences from Indian, European, African, and East Asian 
food culture, as a result of being a major hub in the south-
ern maritime route.

Due to its diversity, the Sri Lankan dining experience is 
sought after and appreciated by food critics and food lovers 
alike, and is becoming increasingly popular.  Therefore we 
are pleased to welcome “Banana Leaf ” in Washington DC.

Named as one of the best ethnic cuisine restaurants in 2011 
by Village Voice, Banana Leaf is known for its variety of 
dishes, fragrant herbs and spices, and its delicious yet af-
fordable lunch buffet.

Mirroring its thriving New York counterpart, Banana Leaf- 
Washington DC, is located at 5014 Connecticut Avenue 
NW, Washington DC 20008. Ambassador Prasad Kariya-
wasam graced the grand opening on September 13, 2014, 
as the guest of honor. Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam 
presenting a Memento to celebrate the inauguration of “Ba-
nana Leaf ”.

Sri Lankan cuisine is known to be one of South Asia’s most 
complex. While being distinct in its own right, it draws in-
fluences from Indian, European, African, and East Asian 
food culture, as a result of being a major hub in the south-
ern maritime route.

Due to its diversity, the Sri Lankan dining experience is 
sought after and appreciated by food critics and food lovers 
alike, and is becoming increasingly popular.  Therefore we 
are pleased to welcome “Banana Leaf ” in Washington DC.

Named as one of the best ethnic cuisine restaurants in 2011 
by Village Voice, Banana Leaf is known for its variety of 
dishes, fragrant herbs and spices, and its delicious yet af-
fordable lunch buffet.

Mirroring its thriving New York counterpart, Banana Leaf- 
Washington DC, is located at 5014 Connecticut Avenue 
NW, Washington DC 20008. Ambassador Prasad Kariya-
wasam graced the grand opening on September 13, 2014, as 
the guest of honor.

SRI LANKA PRESIDES OVER 58TH GENERAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

Permeant Representative of Sri Lanka to Austria, Ambassador Abdul Azeez 
was elected President of the 58th General Conference of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on 23rd September, 2014. Accepting the hon-
or by IAEA on behalf of Sri Lanka, He addressed the inaugural session which 
consisted of 4000 delegates from 162 member states.
 
The Ambassador emphasized the relevance of IAEA in the areas of peaceful 
use of nuclear energy and technology through technical cooperation and the 
importance of verification of nuclear safeguards during the development pro-
cess of countries. 

He called for multilateral bodies to adopt a consensus building approach 
for addressing the current challenges, as only then can there be assurance of 
greater legitimacy to both the process and their outcomes.  Source: Embassy of Sri Lanka, Austria
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